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A Houma fabricator is building a part
for NASA that will help put people on
the moon.

In a bid to diversify their projects be-
yond oil and gas, Gulf Island Fabrication

won a nearly $10 million contract to
build part of a launchpad for NASA. The
Mobile Launcher 2 is a platform de-
signed to launch astronauts and heavy
cargo to the moon, via the Orion and
Space Launch System rocket. The
launchpad will provide power, data,
fuel, communications, and other neces-
sary functions pre-launch. Gulf Island

Fabrications is building a stand that
supports the rocket before takeoff�.

“Traditionally we do a lot of oil and
gas fabrication, so we are trying to di-
versify away from oil and gas and more
into overall energy and diff�erent struc-
tures for other industries including 

FROM HOUMA
TO THE STARS

An artists rendering of Crawler-Transport 2, with the Mobile Launcher 2 and Space Launch System Block 1B atop, as it
makes its way to Launch Pad 39B in preparation for liftoff. Houma’s Gulf Island Fabrications is building a piece of the
Mobile Launcher 2. PROVIDED BY NASA

Local fabricator to build a part for NASA’s Artemis program
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See NASA, Page 5A

A wave of anti-LGBTQ bills is gain-
ing momentum in the Louisiana Legis-
lature on their way to inevitable pas-
sage with margins in some cases large
enough to overturn potential vetoes
from Democratic Gov. John Bel Ed-
wards.

As has been the case in other states,
the national debate over gender iden-
tity is among the marquee culture war
issues being debated in the Louisiana
Legislature.

Members of the LGBTQ community
said they feel under attack.

“It’s dangerous to be trans in Amer-
ica,” said Gabby D., 18, of Metairie, in
an interview with USA Today Net-
work. “There is a wave of hate going
on,” Gabby D. said.

But supporters of the legislation say
the bills are designed to protect chil-
dren and preserve parental rights. 

On Tuesday, members of the Loui-
siana House voted 71-24 to pass Re-
publican Pollock Rep. Gabe Firment’s
House Bill 648 to ban gender affi�rming
medical care for minors.

“Let’s protect our kids,” Firment
said before the bill’s overwhelming 
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At a Louisiana LGBTQ rally on the
Capitol steps on April 12, supporters
say anti-LGBTQ bills promote hate
and violence.
GREG HILBURN/USA TODAY NETWORK

See ANTI-LGBTQ, Page 5A

Republican Louisiana governor can-
didate Stephen Waguespack is releas-
ing his fi�rst TV campaign ad that focus-
es on making a comfortable fi�rst im-
pression with voters, including intro-
ducing himself by his nickname “Wags.”

A spokesperson said the campaign
has invested in a “six-fi�gure ad buy” for
the statewide spot called “Louisiana’s

Comeback” that will role
out on digital platforms
Thursday and follow on
TV.

Waguespack was fea-
tured in a previous digi-
tal/TV ad, but it was pro-
duced by the political ac-

tion committee that supports him, not
his campaign.

“While other states in the South are
thriving, Louisiana is slipping away,”

Waguespack said in a statement. “I am
running for governor because I believe
that Louisiana should be the best state
to work, live and raise a family. I have
experience in both the public and pri-
vate sectors, and I am the only candi-
date who knows how to bring people to-
gether to fi�x our problems. We need
bold, conservative leadership to build
the Louisiana we deserve.”

Waguespack is the former chief of
staff� for former Republican Gov. Bobby

Jindal and was most recently president
of the Louisiana Association of Busi-
ness and Industry, which lobbies for the
business community.

In the ad, Waguespack said Louisi-
ana faces its “biggest crisis yet,” espe-
cially with a lagging economy, educa-
tion outcomes and a spike in crime.

“It’s time we raise our expectations,”
he said. “I’m Stephen Waguespack. I’m 

Waguespack launches fi�rst TV ad in Louisiana governor’s race
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