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BY JAMES FINN
Staff writer

Yet again, Louisiana is awash in one-time cash
— $2.2 billion in better-than-expected tax collec-
tions over the past two years, a figure well beyond
what forecasters predicted just a few months ago,
according to new analyses unveiled Thursday.

But, as rapper Biggie Smalls said, more money
can also spell more problems.

What to do with the largesse has emerged as the
biggest political rift of the Legis-
lature’s current session. An infu-
sion of $323 million in extra cur-
rent-year tax collections reported
Thursday by the state’s Revenue
Estimating Conference, on top of
$1.8 billion that had already been
recognized, is bound to escalate
that debate.

The Senate and Gov. John Bel
Edwards want portions of the one-time cash spent
on a slate of infrastructure costs. Edwards also
wants $296 million in recurring money spent on
$3,000 raises for K-12 public school teachers plus
a $1,500 hike for support staff.

Bucking those wishes, the House recently ad-
vanced a budget package that stripped out the
teacher raises, plus a number of Edwards’ other
education priorities, and pitched using the extra
money to pay down state pension debt.

The situation has created a schism between
the House and Senate over whether to breach a
key state spending limit, which they must do to
spend the extra cash as Edwards and the Sen-
ate propose. The constitutionally mandated cap
on annual spending growth limits lawmakers to
spending only about $460 million more in the cur-
rent year and $500 million in the following budget
cycle, forecasters say.

In a speech on the Senate floor on Thursday,
Senate President Page Cortez urged lawmakers to
breach the limit, listing a number of projects that
would go unfunded if they don’t. The Legislature
has to muster two-thirds majority votes in each
chamber to adjust the limit.

“It was never contemplated that they’d have a
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Rift over whether to exceed key
cap driving debate over budget

BY KEN STICKNEY
Staff writer

SOLA Giving Day generated
$1,821,828 to support area nonprof-
its, up some $400,000 over the pre-
vious year. Missy Andrade, CEO of
Community Foundation of Acadiana,
said in an announcement Thursday.

The funds, which were raised by
way of 4,702 donations, will benefit
218 south Louisiana nonprofits, An-
drade said. CFA hosts the annual 24-
hour online effort. Donations were
made on May 4 or in the weeks lead-
ing up to that day.

“We had more first-time donors
and maybe more younger donors,”
Andrade said in a Thursday inter-
view after making the announce-
ment before donors and recipients.
She said CFA “ramped up” market-
ing this year and participated in

some training for organizations.
Donations were received from 38

states and 15 countries, including
Australia, France, Brazil, Canada,
China and Oman. Top causes for do-
nations were education, faith-based
organizations, youth development
efforts, animals and community ad-
vocacy.

Tracy Aucoin, who leads com-
munity collaboration and partici-
pation for Lafayette Parish School
System, said the schools generated
more than $111,000 in donations

and matches, through which all 47
schools will benefit. She said while
tax dollars can support some public
school efforts, it takes private dona-
tions to fund incentives for teachers
and students.

“Our schools can’t do it alone,”
she said. “We needed this pool of
additional dollars to create the cul-
ture of excellence for students and
teachers.”

Our Lady of Wisdom Catholic
Church and Ragin’ Cajun Catholics,
on the University of Louisiana at
Lafayette campus, generated some
$174,000 through donations and
donation matches. Emily Cortese,
stewardship coordinator, said the
money will fund campus ministry
teams and missionaries.

She said the day included matching

$1,821,828
SOLA Giving Day donations soar past last year’s total
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Nicole Hebert, of Community Foundation of Acadiana, photographs a check presentation as part of SOLA Giving Day.

“We had more first-time
donors and maybe more

younger donors.”
MISSY ANDRADE, Community
Foundation of Acadiana CEO

BY ELLYN COUVILLION
Staff writer

Services across Louisiana government
— from getting a driver’s license to regis-
tering a boat to working with Medicaid —
were unavailable Thursday after a com-
puter problem hobbled state agencies.

The outage, caused by a hardware fail-
ure of a firewall, affected all state cabi-
net-level agencies, said Jacques Berry, a
spokesperson with the state Division of
Administration. It started overnight be-
tween Wednesday and Thursday.

“We worked through the night,” Berry
said Thursday morning.

State officials originally thought ser-
vice would be restored during the work-
day, but said later in the afternoon that
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U.S. Rep. Clay Higgins, R-Lafayette, center, grabs protester Jake Burdett during a
Wednesday news conference on Capitol Hill in Washington, D.C.

BY MARK BALLARD
Staff writer

WASHINGTON — Lafayette Congressman Clay
Higgins, who calls himself the Cajun John
Wayne, was caught on camera Wednesday
physically accosting a protester at a conser-
vative Republican news conference on the
U.S. Capitol grounds.

Videos filmed by protesters and others show
Higgins, 61, grabbing and pushing 25-year-old
Jake Burdett while saying “You’re out. You’re
out.”

Now in his fourth term representing Aca-
diana, Higgins did not respond to multiple
requests for an interview.
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