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The Supreme Court on
Thursday dismissed a major
challenge to the legal shield
known as Section 230 that has
protected websites from being
sued for what users post there.
In a short unsigned opinion,

the court said it would not rule
on the potentially momentous
issue because the plaintiffs

who sued had no valid claims
that Twitter or Google had
aided terrorists, which was the
foundation of the lawsuit.
The outcome is likely to

yield a sigh of relief from the
websites that have grown and
prospered thanks to protec-
tions set by Congress at the
dawn of the internet.
“This is a huge win for free

speech on the internet,” said
NetChoice Litigation Center
Director Chris Marchese. “The

court was asked to undermine
Section 230 – and declined.”
Earlier this year, the court

heard its first major challenge
to so-called Section 230, rais-
ing the possibility that social
media sites and internet giants
like Facebook, Google or Twit-
ter could be subject to lawsuits
for damage inflicted by what
their users posted there.
But the justices concluded

that the legal challenge rested
on questionable lawsuits. They

rejected an anti-terrorism claim
filed against Twitter, and then
dismissed the challenge to Sec-
tion 230.
“We therefore decline to

address the application of Sec.
230 to a complaint that ap-
pears to state little, if any,
plausible claim for relief,” the
court said in Gonzalez vs. Goo-
gle.

High court dismisses challenge
to internet’s legal shield
BY DAVID G. SAVAGE
Los Angeles Times

latest nighttime test of Ukrai-
nian air defenses, which shot
down 29 of them, officials said.
One person was killed and

two were wounded by a Russian
missile that got through and
struck an industrial building in
the southern region of Odesa,

KYIV, UKRAINE
Russia fired 30 cruise mis-

siles against different parts of
Ukraine early Thursday in the

according to Serhiy Bratchuk, a
spokesperson for the region’s
military administration.
Amid the recently intensified

Russian air assaults, China said
its special envoy met with Uk-
rainian President Volodymyr
Zelenskyy during talks in Kyiv

earlier this week with Ukraine’s
chief diplomat.
Beijing’s peace proposal has

so far yielded no apparent
breakthrough in the war. Chi-
nese Foreign Ministry spokes-
person Wang Wenbin said
Thursday that the warring par-
ties needed to “accumulate
mutual trust” for progress to be
made.
Ukrainian officials sought

during the talks to recruit Chi-
na’s support for Kyiv’s own

AP

In this photo provided by the Ukrainian Police Press Office, fragments of a Russian rocket that was shot down by Ukraine’s air defense
system burn in the Kyiv region Thursday.

Ukraine says it shot down
29 of 30 cruise missiles
BY SUSIE BLANN
Associated Press

SEE UKRAINE, 5A

A man accused of killing his
wife and two daughters in a May
2022 shooting has pleaded
guilty to three counts of murder
— domestic violence almost one
year after the fatal shootings
took place.
Steven Wilson, 65, pleaded

guilty Thursday and faces 25
years in prison for each of the
three counts of murder.
He is accused of killing Lisa

Wilson, 65, Bryonny Wilson, 42,
and Bronwyn Wilson, 38,
according to his indictment.
Wilson originally faced the

death penalty, but that was
taken off the table after a plea
deal was reached.
Wilson’s attorney, Andrea

Kendall, said prosecutors origi-

Lexington
man pleads
guilty to
killing
his wife,
daughters
BY TAYLOR SIX
tsix@herald-leader.com

SEE GUILTY, 5A

A tornado briefly touched
down in Magoffin County Tues-
day, weather officials said.
The election night tornado

reached the ground close to
Board Tree Road near the com-
munities of Hendricks and Fo-
raker, the National Weather
Service in Jackson said in an
online post. On the day of the
storm, radar indicated a “torna-
do debris signature” at 4:47
p.m.
The tornado’s estimated sus-

tained wind speed topped out at
100 miles per hour and traveled
for a little over a half mile, ac-
cording to a statement from the
weather service released Thurs-
day morning. The twister landed
on a hillside, crossed Board Tree
Road and continued along a
hollow before it eventually dis-
sipated.
The weather service’s survey

team found damage consistent
with an EF-1 tornado. An EF-1
tornado has sustained winds

Tornado
touched down
in Eastern Ky.,
NWS says
BY RICK CHILDRESS
rchildress@herald-leader.com

SEE TORNADO, 5A


