
“The fact that it does seem

to be flattening out, at least

at a national level, is

encouraging.” 
Katherine Keyes
Columbia University epidemiology professor 

NEW ORLEANS – Drug overdose
deaths in the U.S. went up slightly last
year after two big leaps during the pan-
demic.

Offi�cials with the Centers for Disease
Control and Prevention say the num-
bers plateaued for most of last year. Ex-

perts aren’t sure whether that means
the deadliest drug overdose epidemic in
U.S. history is fi�nally reaching a peak, or
whether it’ll look like previous plateaus
that were followed by new surges in
deaths.

“The fact that it does seem to be fl�at-
tening out, at least at a national level, is
encouraging,” said Katherine Keyes, a
Columbia University epidemiology pro-

fessor whose research focuses on drug
use. “But these numbers are still ex-
traordinarily high. We shouldn’t suggest
the crisis is in any way over.” 

An estimated 109,680 overdose
deaths occurred last year, according to
numbers posted Wednesday by the
CDC. That’s about 2% more than the 
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Patrolling the rivers and shores of South Vietnam for
the U.S. Coast Guard, James Burton began smoking
marijuana during his 13-month tour for a simple reason. 

“I was scared (expletive),” he said. 
But by the 50th time he lit up, he noticed something

extraordinary: The auras caused by his glaucoma, the
eye disease with which he was diagnosed when he
joined the service, began to disappear. 

Two of his uncles were already blind from the illness,
and when Burton returned stateside and eventually set-
tled on a 93-acre farm in Bowling Green, the Wisconsin
native was determined not to lose his sight as well. 

“Going blind is a very scary proposition,” he said later. 
So Burton began to grow pot in an old tobacco barn.

He thought he was safe. The farm was far off� the road
and locked behind two fences. And Burton did not sell
pot or even give it away, he said. 

FROM PRISON TO
‘MR. MARIJUANA’ 

James Burton in the Netherlands LINDA BURTON

This man fl�ed Kentucky to become a pot pioneer
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Melissa Jackson wishes her grand-
son would have hid in a closet when
chaos started to unfold Sunday at the
Shively Animal Clinic. But that wasn’t
Trent Taylor, she said.

“He was a protector. He loved those
people,” Jackson said of her grandson,
who was killed over the weekend in a
shooting at his workplace. “… When
people were running out the back door,
my baby was running to save them
women.”

No one has been charged in Taylor’s
death. He died Sunday evening after
being shot during an altercation at the
Shively Animal Clinic, where he’d
worked with his stepmother for about
three years.

Shively Police, the agency that re-
sponded that afternoon, said investi-
gators are considering whether self-
defense may have been a factor. All
parties were accounted for after the
shooting, police said, and no danger to
the public remains.

But days later, several questions re-
main unanswered. Here’s a closer look
at what we know about the case, based
on information confi�rmed by investi-
gators.

Shooting
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