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The Supreme Court on
Thursday dismissed a major
challenge to the legal shield
known as Section 230 that has
protected websites from being
sued for what users post there.
In a short unsigned opinion,

the court said it would not rule
on the potentially momentous

issue because the plaintiffs who
sued had no valid claims that
Twitter or Google had aided
terrorists, which was the foun-
dation of the lawsuit.
The outcome is likely to yield

a sigh of relief from the web-
sites that have grown and pros-
pered thanks to protections set
by Congress at the dawn of the
internet.
“This is a huge win for free

speech on the internet,” said

NetChoice Litigation Center
Director Chris Marchese. “The
court was asked to undermine
Section 230 – and declined.”
Earlier this year, the court

heard its first major challenge
to so-called Section 230, raising
the possibility that social media
sites and internet giants like
Facebook, Google or Twitter
could be subject to lawsuits for
damage inflicted by what their
users posted there.

But the justices concluded
that the legal challenge rested
on questionable lawsuits. They
rejected an anti-terrorism claim
filed against Twitter, and then
dismissed the challenge to
Section 230.
“We therefore decline to

address the application of Sec.
230 to a complaint that appears
to state little, if any, plausible
claim for relief,” the court said
in Gonzalez vs. Google.

High court dismisses challenge
to internet’s legal shield
BY DAVID G. SAVAGE
Los Angeles Times

TOPEKA
Kansas Gov. Laura Kelly signed

a bill Thursday funding Kansas
public schools for the next year
that included an expansion of an
existing school choice program.
But in a test of her powers, she
rejected a policy provision that
would have cut funding to many
rural school districts.
The Democratic governor

emphasized the need to fully
fund the state’s K-12 schools,
but criticized the Legislature’s
approach that ties policy deci-
sions to funding and said the
portion of the bill affecting rural
district funding could violate the
state’s constitutional obligation
to fully fund public education.
“Today, I am keeping my

commitment to Kansas families
by fully funding our public
schools for the fifth year in a
row,” Kelly said in a statement.
“What’s more, I am proud to
stand up for rural schools, the
heart and economic engines of
communities throughout the
state, by rejecting efforts to cut
the funding necessary to keep
them open and continuing to
serve Kansas students.”
The provision Kelly vetoed

adjusted the formula for deter-
mining funding to each district
by allowing schools to calculate
aid based upon their current or
previous years enrollment rather
than any of the past two years.
The change would have helped
growing districts in suburban
parts of the state, but it would
have harmed shrinking rural
districts and the state’s largest
urban districts. Districts that
closed a school in the last year

Kelly signs
Kansas
education
budget but
vetoes
provision
BY KATIE BERNARD
cbernard@kcstar.com
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Seniors from the graduating class at Northeast Magnet High School toss their mortarboards in the air after their ceremony ended
Wednesday night at Century II.

CELEBRATING THE CLASS OF 2023

The restaurant scene in Dou-
glass, Kansas — a town of
around 1,500 that sits 30 miles
southeast of Wichita — has been
a tad depressing over the past
decade.
Around 2014, the town’s fa-

vorite burger joint — Craig’s
Drive-Inn, at 833 E. First St. —
closed after more than 30 years
in business.
Then, in November of 2021,

the Triangle Restaurant — a cafe
that also served Mexican fare —
also closed, leaving the town
with nearly no dining options at
all.
A couple of months ago, the

town’s Pizza Hut closed, and
that was a real blow. In a small
town, Pizza Hut is usually the
last to go.
Douglass diners’ fortunes,

though, finally changed for the
better in September, when three
natives of the town got together
and opened Betty’s, a shiny new
restaurant featuring a menu of
burgers, sandwiches, hand-cut
fries and homemade ice cream.
Since opening day, Betty’s has
had a steady flow of business,
sometimes nearly more than it
can handle, and it’s become a
destination for people from
Arkansas City, Winfield, Derby,
Andover, Augusta, Haysville,
Hutchinson, Clearwater and
Towanda. Even Wichita resi-
dents have driven to Douglass
just to check out Betty’s.
“We get everybody: Oh my

gosh, they all come to Douglass
just to come here,” said Kathy
Gibson, one of Betty’s owners.
“We’ve been here eight months,
and the word is really starting to
spread.”
Betty’s, named for Gibson’s

mother, is a labor-of-love pro-

ject taken on by Gibson, her
husband, Kirby, and her long-
time friend and business part-
ner, Terry Gulick.
Gibson and Gulick had been

working together for a while
flipping houses: He owned a
construction company for 20
years, and she worked at the
post office. They were in the
process of buying another house
to flip when they noticed that
the old Craig’s Drive-Inn was
coming up for sale, and they
decided to buy it.
Craig’s, a onetime town favor-

ite, was in a nondescript, square
brick building that sat empty for

years before it went up for sale.
Gibson, a talented designer, had
a vision, and she knew that
Gulick, who she describes as he
best construction guy in town,
had the ability to bring her vi-
sion to life.
The two envisioned Betty’s as

a destination stop for people
from around the area, and dur-
ing its first eight months, that’s
what it’s become. Groups of
retirees from different towns
use Betty’s as a place to meet up
and have long lunches. Classic
car and motorcycle clubs stop in
for a bite after a long day of
cruising. Some days, the crowds

are wall-to-wall.
“The reason we put it here is

because we wanted the town to
be able to come and gather
again and enjoy it,” Gibson said.
“We wanted it to kind of be-
come a destination spot for
people.”

‘WHEN’S IT GOING TO
OPEN?’
The Gibsons and Gulick

bought the old Craig’s in 2019.
But they all had day jobs and
could commit only after-work
hours to the diner.
Once the town realized some-

thing was going on in the build-
ing, though, residents grew
impatient. The owners would
get nonstop questions. But they
couldn’t hurry the project, even
if they wanted to.
“They’d come by and say,

‘When’s this going to be done?
When’s this going to be done?
Everybody just couldn’t wait,”
Gibson said. “But they had to
wait because we were doing it
and paying for it as we went so
that when we opened up, we
didn’t have to sell 100 burgers a
day or the bank’s coming. We
just did it ourselves. We did
everything ourselves.”
Among the impatient obser-

Betty’s Restaurant
in Douglass is a
regional hot spot
BY DENISE NEIL
dneil@wichitaeagle.com
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Betty’s in Douglass is the newest small-town restaurant drawing fans
from across the state.
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