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The streets of Hiroshima were tight with 
security on Thursday as Group of Seven 
leaders arrived for a three-day summit from 
Friday, with last month’s attack on Prime 
Minister Fumio Kishida while election cam-
paigning in Wakayama Prefecture still fresh 
in people’s minds.

Up to 24,000 police officers from across 
the country were mobilized to safeguard the 
G7 summit, topping the approximate 23,000 
police officers dispatched to Mie Prefecture 

during the last summit Japan hosted in 2016.
“The government needs to make sure nec-

essary measures are taken for the security of 
the VIPs, (preventing) cyberattacks, and the 
security of related facilities,” Chief Cabinet 
Secretary Hirokazu Matsuno said Wednes-
day in Tokyo.

The Prime Minister’s Office will set up a 
liaison Thursday to share information with 
relevant ministries, he said.

Drones attached to balloons hovered in 
the sky above, monitoring the city, while 
Japan Coast Guard vessels patrolled up and 
down the river. Traffic on roads and high-
ways was temporarily halted as global lead-

ers arrived. Police officers dotted the streets 
every 30 meters or so, and sniffer dogs were 
dispatched to patrol Hiroshima Station.

About 200 schools in the city will be tem-
porarily closed during the summit.

The Hiroshima Peace Memorial Park — 
home to the atomic bomb museum and 
overlooking the iconic Atomic Bomb Dome 
— will remain sealed off during the summit, 
as will Miyajima Island, where the Itsuku-
shima Shrine, a popular tourist attraction, is 
located. G7 leaders are expected to visit both 
the museum and the island.

Police are beefing up security measures by 
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Ken Ishii could have become Japan’s Kata-
lin Kariko, the Hungarian-born biochemist 
whose pioneering work laid the groundwork 
for messenger RNA vaccines. He could have, 
that is, had he secured enough funding to con-
tinue his research in the late 2010s — just a 
few years before the world was turned upside 
down by the COVID-19 pandemic.

Ishii, a vaccine researcher currently at the 
University of Tokyo, was at a health ministry-
affiliated institute in 2016, when Japan con-
sidered developing its own mRNA vaccine. 
That was soon after the MERS outbreak in 
South Korea, which infected 186 people and 
killed 38.

While he received initial funding for MERS 
vaccine research based on the mRNA tech-
nology, he ran into a “valley of death” when 
it reached the clinical trial stage a few years 
later and he asked for ¥400 million in gov-
ernment research funding. The request was 
rejected on the grounds that the amount was 
too large.

“Today, everyone feels the impact (of 
infectious diseases), but back then, it was 
really viewed as somebody else’s problem,” 
he says.

Ishii’s story points to how pre-pandemic 
Japan lacked a sense of urgency to prepare 
for potential outbreaks of an infectious dis-
ease. And this lack of preparedness has had 
a lasting impact: Japan has yet to approve a 
domestically developed COVID-19 vaccine, 
despite having poured around ¥170 billion 
($1.23 billion) into five homegrown “seeds” 
of the vaccine in the wake of the pandemic.

Japan has learned its lessons since then, 

Is new funding 
unit for future 
pandemics up 
to the task?
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As Group of Seven leaders gather in Hiro-
shima for their annual summit this week, 
there will be one key issue at the front of 
their minds: emphasizing continued unity 
and support for war-torn Ukraine.

Discussions on the issue will come at a cru-
cial time for the G7 grouping itself, which has 
struggled to define its purpose and goals in 
recent years, as well as for the host country — 
with Prime Minister Fumio Kishida going so 
far as to label the summit “the most important 
in Japan’s history” as Tokyo finds itself in an 
increasingly fraught security environment.

Diplomats say G7 leaders will pledge con-
tinued backing for Kyiv as it prepares for a 
highly anticipated counteroffensive against 
Russia, while Tokyo, and especially Kishida, 
will aim to link a robust response to Mos-
cow’s aggression with deterrence efforts 
in Asia — namely against what it sees as a 
growing threat from China.

G7 leaders have reportedly been work-
ing to craft a document specifically focusing 
on Ukraine, separate from the group’s joint 
statement, to clearly state continuity in their 
maximum support for the war-torn country.

The document will emphasize G7 unity 
in enforcing tough sanctions against Rus-
sia over the war, while also pledging addi-

tional financial support and ways to facilitate 
investment as leaders look toward the recon-
struction of Ukraine.

As Matthew Goodman, a former top U.S. 
economic official and expert on interna-
tional economic policy at the Center for Stra-
tegic and International Studies (CSIS) think 
tank in Washington, told a recent press brief-
ing, there will be no shortage of discussions 
on the war-torn country at the G7.

“Ukraine, Ukraine, Ukraine. That’s going 
to be the top issue,” Goodman said.

But it is also expected to open the door 
to a variety of other discussions, including 
regional security in the Indo-Pacific.

Meeting for the second time since Rus-
sia invaded its neighbor on Feb. 24, 2022, 
the stakes for G7 leaders are possibly even 
higher this time.

U.S. national security adviser Jake Sulli-
van said Thursday that the war continues to 
loom large “and will be a significant topic of 
conversation.”

Sanctions on Russia, in particular, will be 
a key issue for the leaders.

“There will be discussions about the state 
of play on sanctions and the steps that the G7 
will collectively commit to on enforcement in 
particular, making sure that we are shutting 
down evasion networks, closing loopholes 
in the sanctions so that the impact is ampli-
fied and magnified in the months ahead,” 
Sullivan said Thursday, adding that the U.S. 
would introduce a fresh sanctions package 

All eyes on 
Ukraine war 
at G7 summit

Resolve key as group looks to shape future role
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Security tight for Hiroshima meet 
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The Atomic Bomb Dome at the Hiroshima Peace Memorial Park ahead of the Group of Seven leaders summit in the city on Thursday BLOOMBERG
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