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TWO POWERFUL private- 
sector bodies have called 
for urgent steps to be 

taken by the Government to 
pass a bill before Parliament that 
provides for the impeachment 
of parliamentarians found to be 
involved in corrupt practices 
and running afoul of the law.

The Constitution (Amendment) 
(Impeachment) bill tabled by 
Opposition Leader Mark Golding 
in May 2021 has been languishing 
on Parliament’s Order Paper for 
more than two years without any 
timeline set for the proposed law 
to be debated.

President of the Jamaica 
Manufacturers and Exporters 
Association (JMEA), John 
Mahfood, told The Gleaner that 
debate and passage of the pro-
posed impeachment law should 
be done expeditiously.

In a statement yesterday, the 
Private Sector Organisation of 
Jamaica (PSOJ) and the JMEA 
urged the Government to pass 
the law quickly.

TOOL FOR 
ACCOUNTABILITY 

They argue that the legisla-
tion serves as an integral tool 
in demanding accountability 
from those who hold legislative 
office, effectively addressing the 
Government’s failures and hold-
ing officials involved in corruption 
responsible.

Additionally, the private-sector 
bodies argue that it was necessary 
for the bill to be passed to ensure 
that politicians are held to account 
for misusing public resources and 
neglecting their duties.

Mahfood said that the private 
sector needs to pay greater atten-
tion to legislative issues brought 
before the legislature.

“The private sector needs to be 

more cognisant of these issues 
that are brought to Parliament 
or the Senate with a view to 
backing them and encourag-
ing our leaders to do the right 
thing,” he said.

The JMEA boss indicated that 
there would be stronger advocacy 
from the private-sector groups.

In terms of the massive pay 
hikes approved for the political 
directorate, the PSOJ and the 
JMEA joined in the call for fur-
ther consideration of the recom-
mendations from the Carl Stone 
Report commissioned by the 
Michael Manley administration 
of 1990.

A key recommendation in 
that report is a special provision 
to be inserted in law to allow 
citizens to recall poor-perform-
ing members of parliament 
and implement special training 
courses for politicians.

The private-sector groups said 
that while they are not opposed 
to a salary increase in principle, 
the organisations believe that 
it should be in keeping with 
the country’s macroeconomic 
realities. They are also of the 
view that the increase should 

be accompanied by a transparent 
accountability system that allows 
Jamaicans to assess the perfor-
mance of the political directorate.

“There has undoubtedly been 
a lack of communication with the 
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THE “POLITICAL class” in Jamaica 
has been treated with “schizo-
phrenia and disdain” for many 
years, Prime Minister Andrew 
Holness has said, pushing back at 
critics of the massive wage hike 
across the political directorate.

The parliamentary Opposition 
has also sought to clear up the 
seeming confusion over its 
stance on the contentious issue, 
saying that most of its members 
were “surprised” by the levels of 
increases but are in support of it.

The Government and the 
Opposition were responding to pub-
lic backlash over wage increases of 
over 200 per cent for the prime min-
ister, his deputy, Cabinet ministers 
and their juniors, as well as mem-
bers of Parliament (MPs), which were 
announced by Finance Minister Dr 
Nigel Clarke on Tuesday.

JCC SLAMMED MOVE
The Jamaica Council of Churches 

(JCC) slammed the move yester-
day, saying that an increase of 200 
per cent “flies in the face of the 
sad realities which the majority of 
Jamaicans face on a daily basis”.

The JCC said the increases are 
“ungracious and inequitable” when 
viewed against the background of 
the economic conditions of the 
average Jamaican, and especially 
the poor.

“We call on the Government to 

reconsider its intentions and recast 
the salary packages for govern-
ment officials which bears sen-
sitivity to and solidarity with the 
conditions of ordinary Jamaicans 
and reflects equity in both quanti-
tative and qualitative respects,” the 
church group said in a statement.

Opposition Spokesman on 
Finance Julian Robinson insisted, 
too, that the issue of equity needs 
to be urgently addressed with 
other public-sector groups.

EXPECTED ‘FALLOUT’ 
Noting that he expected the “fall-

out”, Holness said successive admin-
istrations have been afraid to address 
the issue of compensation for the 
political class because “people are 
going to say you no deserve it”.

“Why should we pay you more 
and the country not running well?” 
he questioned, reciting a critical 
argument that has dominated 
raging public debates over the 
wage hike.

“The country is not running well 
because of that very reason. You 
have chosen to have an under-
paid political class, how must they 
deliver?” said Holness, who was 
addressing a wreath-laying cere-
mony for former Prime Minister 
Hugh Shearer.

“The truth is you get the political 
leadership that you pay [for].”

According to the prime minis-
ter, the Cabinet “agonised” over 
whether to grant a wage increase 
to the political directorate.

“It was not something that we 
took lightly because we know that 
there are persons who will try to 
make political fodder over it,” he said.

Holness predicted that the wage 
hike will attract some of the best 
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