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Hurtling toward a 
hollow democracy
Assaf Sharon, Page 8 

Druze women striving 
for a place at the table
Itay Mashiach, Page 7 

Jerusalem: 
A ‘tomb of history’
Ofri Ilany, Page 10 

We need a dialogue, 
not a ‘march of rage’
Anshel Pfeffer, Page 3

In his 1834 novel, “The 
Last Days of Pompeii,” Ed-
ward Bulwer-Lytton depicts 
the complacency with which 
the inhabitants of Hercula-
neum and Pompeii, at the 
foot of Mount Vesuvius, 
conducted themselves on the 
eve of the volcanic eruption 
that reduced their cities to 
ashes. At the moment of the 
disaster in 79 A.D., the local 
amphitheater was packed 
with people enjoying a cul-

tural event. 
Israel of mid-2023 is not 

completely indifferent or 
blind to the looming disas-
ter that threatens it. Alarm 
bells are ringing nonstop. 
Warning lights are flashing 
as if some malfunction is 
preventing them from ever 
stopping. Deeply disturbing 
economic figures are being 
published daily. The Finance 
Ministry’s chief economist 
has presented an apocalyp-

tic forecast. But the reck-
less, messianic fanatics who 
run our lives aren’t pausing 
for a moment.  They contin-
ue pouncing on the public 
coffers like a pack of hungry 
hyenas, emptying them for 
many years to come. Mean-
while, our finance minister, 
who should be the one act-

ing as the responsible adult 
here, blithely strolls among 
us with an utterly conde-
scending smile that implies 
he has a direct line to God, 
and deliberately keeps refer-
ring to the “53 billion shek-
els [$14.5 billion] that went 
to Mansour Abbas” – a false 
and inflammatory asser-
tion that helped him and his 
friends come to power. 

His economic policy 
stands upon three planks: 
lies, ignoring the numbers, 
and constant invoking of 

Scary statistics and accumulating 
warnings, but coalition plunders

The high security alert 
throughout the events of Je-
rusalem Day on Thursday 
and Friday partially contra-
dicts Israel’s declarations 
of a resounding victory in 
the recent round of fight-
ing against Islamic Jihad 
in Gaza. On Sunday, the day 
following the conclusion of 
Operation Shield and Arrow, 
Prime Minister Benjamin 
Netanyahu declared that 
Israel had battered Islamic 
Jihad in a way that would not 
be forgotten and had there-
by “changed the deterrence 
equation.”

In practice, Jerusalem’s 
flagrant edginess over the 
religious right’s Flag March 
that passes through the Old 
City and the numerous con-
sultations that preceded 
the event revealed the true 
state of affairs. Israel is far 
from sure about its victory 
and fears a violent response 
from the Gaza Strip that 
would generate new military 
escalation.

J’lem Day 
security 
alert calls 
Gaza ‘win’ 
into question 

Reuters

The world’s oldest and 
most complete Hebrew Bi-
ble sold for $38.1 million on 
Wednesday, Sotheby’s said, 
one of the highest prices 
ever for a book or document 
sold at auction.

Wednesday’s winning 
bid for the Codex Sassoon 
was made via a donation by 
Alfred H. Moses, a former 
U.S. ambassador and presi-
dent of the American Jew-
ish Committee, who is giv-

ing it to the ANU Museum 
of the Jewish People in Tel 
Aviv, Israel.

The price surpasses the 
$30.8 million paid in 1994 
for Leonardo da Vinci’s Co-
dex Leicester manuscript, 
Sotheby’s said. But it was 
below the estimated $50 
million that Sotheby’s said 
in February it could sell for 
and below the $43.2 million 
paid in 2021 for a first edi-
tion of the U.S. Constitution, 
the world record for any 
book or document.

The Codex Sassoon, writ-
ten around the year 900, is 
named after a previous 
owner, David Solomon Sas-
soon, who acquired the Bi-
ble in 1929 and assembled 
one of the most significant 
private collections of Ju-
daica and Hebraica manu-
scripts of the 20th century.

The document offers a 
critical link bridging Jew-
ish oral tradition to the 
modern Hebrew Bible.

World’s oldest near-complete 
Hebrew Bible sells for $38.1m
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Yaniv Kubovich

Finance Minister Beza-
lel Smotrich has instructed 
government ministries to 
prepare for the addition 
of 500,000 settlers in the 
West Bank, including by 
improving infrastructure 
in existing settlements and 
illegal settlement outposts. 
In earlier closed meetings, 
Smotrich stressed the policy 
as a “core mission” of the 
government.

After Smotrich’s new au-
thorities in the Civil Admin-
istration, the defense body 
that oversees civilian af-
fairs in the West Bank, were 
outlined, he held meetings 
with representatives from 
the relevant ministries, in-

cluding finance and defense. 
Smotrich was appointed as 
a minister in the Defense 
Ministry after reaching an 
agreement with Defense 
Minister Yoav Gallant.

At the meetings Smotrich 
presented his plans to 
strengthen the settlements, 
demanding that implementa-
tion begin immediately and 
adding that they are to be ex-
ecuted within two years.

According to sources 
who are familiar with what 
was discussed in the meet-
ings, Smotrich requested 
improvements to the in-
frastructure in all Jewish 
communities in the West 
Bank, including unauthor-
ized outposts, regardless of 
their legal status, in order to 

keep up with the population 
growth in the area.

Another of Smotrich’s de-
mands from the ministries 
was to research the issue 
and draw up a detailed plan 
for the absorption of around 
500,000 additional residents 
in the settlements, in effect 
doubling the current Jewish 
population in the West Bank, 
according to figures he pre-
sented. The new residents 
will live in existing settle-
ments and unauthorized 
outposts the government 
plans to legalize in the next 
few months.

Smotrich specified that 
the plan should address is-
sues including education, 

Smotrich lays 
groundwork to 
double settlers
Ministries told to ready infrastructure to 
absorb 500,000 more Israelis in West Bank

Tensions grow 
over budget vote
News, Page 6

Aaron Rabinowitz,
Tamar Maare and Nir Hasson

Assaults on Palestinians and journal-
ists, along with incendiary racist chants 
such as “death to the Arabs,” marked the 
annual Flag March through Jerusalem’s 
Old City on Thursday, attended by tens of 
thousands of Israeli Jews, mainly religious 
right-wingers

Energy Minister Yisrael Katz spoke at 
the march, and National Security Minister 
Itamar Ben-Gvir and May Golan, minister 
for the advancement of women, showed up 
prior to the start. 

Right before the march began, violence 
erupted between Jewish marchers and 
Palestinian residents at Damascus Gate, 
the entrance to the Muslim Quarter. In one 
incident, verbal insults hurled by Jewish 
participants – such as “may your village 
burn down,” “a Jew is a blessed soul, an 
Arab is a son of a whore” and “death to the 
Arabs” – turned into pushing and physi-
cal assault against the Palestinians. One 
Palestinian resident was knocked to the 
ground and briefly beaten, then law en-
forcement intervened and dispersed the 
Palestinians involved.  

Marchers also unleashed barrages of 
stones and bottles at journalists, wound-
ing three, including Haaretz correspondent 
Deiaa Haj Yahia. All were lightly wounded, 
received medical treatment at the scene 

J’lem marchers 
assault Arabs 
and journalists 
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Peoplehood Playback
IMPROV THEATER

DEM-O-KRAT-YA
voices, vision, and values
A panel on reclaiming Israel's 
Declaration of Independence

LET ME HEAR THY VOICE: 
The Jewish singers who made

 women's voices heard

SIGNED, SEALED, DELIVERED?
The story behind Israel's 

Declaration of Independence

Between MANHATTAN & KAPLAN
The Diaspora response to

Israel's political crisis

10
PM

11:15PM

12:30AM
1:45AM

3
AM

THU-FRI, MAY 25-26, 10 PM

JCC Manhattan Building

Dem-o-krat-ya 
voices, vision, and values

Dr. Yizhar Hess
Vice Chairman of the WZO

How can and should this crisis impact
the way Diaspora Jews engage with the
Jewish state?

Israel Story goes behind the
scenes of their latest project
and deep-dive into Israel's
founding moral compass:
Megillat HaAtzmaut. Rabbi Dr. Elliot

Cosgrove
Rabbi Rick

Jacobs
Nessa

Rapoport

Hosted by: Dr. Yizhar Hess

Playgo Theater
Israeli Playback Artists

Join us for a vocal concert and song session 

Tammy Gottlieb & Meytal Yosef 

TIKKUN LEIL SHAVUOT

An Israeli Ensemble brings 
your Jewish stories to life

WZO's 
Jewish Peoplehood Hub

Israelis from the Flag March beating a Palestinian in the Old City of Jerusalem on Thursday.     Olivier Fitoussi

Yossi Verter

Sotheby’s auctioneer taking bids on the Codex Sassoon in New York City on Wednesday.  
    Angela Weiss/AFP

  Amos Harel


