
As events in Clare have
demonstrated, local
opposition can change
the picture greatly:
Pat Leahy, page 2
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JENNIFER BRAY

Hundreds of asylum seekers
will remain on the streets in the
coming days with only six of-
fered accommodation yester-
day.

The Coalition is struggling to
contain rising tensions around
the country, as hundreds of re-
cently arrived asylum seekers
remain without State-provided
accommodation. With only six

asylum seekers offered accom-
modation yesterday, 509 re-
main without somewhere to
stay, including 12 who present-
ed yesterday.

The Government has said
that about 350 beds will be-
come available in the next num-
ber of days. It will now move to
increase the level of liaison be-
tween Ministers and Garda
around the provision of accom-
modation across the country

amid continued tensions over
the location of shelter for inter-
national protection applicants.

Yesterday evening, Minister
of State for Integration Joe
O’Brien visited Co Clare and
proposed that the blockade of a
site for asylum seekers be lifted
for a four-week period, and that
there would be no extra arrivals
of international protection ap-
plicants during that time. A del-
egation representing local resi-
dents will now bring this propos-
al to the wider community for
discussion.

Blockedoff
Roads leading to and from the
former Magowna House Hotel
in Inch, Co Clare have been
blocked off by local protests
this week after 33 asylum seek-

ers were moved there last week
– despite calls from the Taoise-
ach to lift the blockade.

Mr O’Brien said some resi-
dents were “very unhappy with
how the information was com-
municated, they had various
concerns about the location as
well”. He said the representa-
tives of the local area “feel an-
gry about how they have been
portrayed” and wanted to em-
phasise that they are not associ-
ated with the far-right.

In recent weeks, homeless
camps have been targeted by
anti-immigrant protesters. In
total, gardaí have responded to
125 anti-migration protests in
Dublin so far this year.

Following a meeting be-
tween Garda Commissioner
Drew Harris, Minister for Jus-

tice Simon Harris and Minister
for Integration Roderic O’Gor-
man, it is now expected there
will be greater liaison between
the Government and gardaí.

A spokesman for Mr Harris
said the Ministers and the Gar-
da Commissioner agreed that
finding accommodation for cur-
rently unaccommodated inter-
national protection applicants
was an “absolute priority for
the safety of the individuals in-
volved”.

Earlier, Taoiseach Leo Var-
adkar said that the blockade
was wrong and that no commu-
nity could have a veto on who
should, or should not, live in
their area.

“The blockade should end.
It’s not right for anyone to block
a public road or to block access

to someone’s accommodation.
So I’m very clear about that.
But we also don’t want to dis-
miss concerns,” he said.
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Just six refugees offered accommodation
yesterday with another 509 still homeless

Government will increase level of liaison
between Ministers and Garda on the topic
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The coffin of
Seán Keane, fiddle
player with The
Chieftains, is
carried during his
funeral yesterday at
the Church of the
Nativity of the
Blessed Virgin
Mary in Saggart.
Mourners included
President Michael
D Higgins and stars
from the world of
traditional music.
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First group of medics working with GPs in
towns including Abbeyleix and Wexford
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The number of men admitted
for cocaine addiction treat-
ment in the first three months
of the year is more than double
the figure for the same period
last year, the chief executive of
a national drug recovery chari-
ty has said.

Between January and March
2023, there were 28 men admit-
ted to Coolmine Lodge, the
male residential rehabilitation
centre, for cocaine addiction,
representing 54 per cent of to-
tal admissions at that time.

By comparison, there were
13 admissions for cocaine de-
pendency during the same peri-
od in 2022, which represented
31 per cent of individuals admit-
ted during that time.

In 2018, the total number of
new presentations of people
with cocaine addiction was 50,
compared to 28 in the first
three months of this year alone.

Today, Coolmine Treatment
Centre will celebrate its 50th
anniversary. Having opened in
1973 with one site, it has grown
to 14 facilities and more than
2,000 service users annually.

Previously, heroin was the
most prevalent drug among
men accessing the charity’s ser-
vices, but in the past four to five
years, there has been a “signifi-
cant rise” in cocaine use, said
Pauline McKeown, chief execu-
tive of the charity. “There has
been a sustained increase in
men using cocaine,” she said.
“There has also been a 10 per
cent drop in heroin use, tradi-
tionally the most prevalent
drug type among men.”

Ms McKeown said the trend
was being driven by accessibili-
ty and availability: “It’s very ac-

cessible. It’s become normal-
ised. In many ways, it’s as acces-
sible as a packet of cigarettes.”

A recent report from the
United Nations found that Irish
people are the joint-fourth high-
est consumers of cocaine global-
ly relatively speaking, with 2.4
per cent of Irish people report-
ing having used cocaine during
the previous year, according to
2019 data, the latest available.

Ms McKeown said for wom-
en, prescription medication
such as benzodiazepines have
become increasingly prevalent.

“We saw, during Covid, an in-

crease in what was originally
prescribed medication. Wom-
en were prescribed medication
for anxiety and depression dur-
ing the pandemic, but it be-
came problem usage,” she said.

Another trend Coolmine has
noticedis a rise in homelessness
among clients.

“It is greatly unlikely if some-
one leaves Coolmine into home-
lessness they will remain clean.
Sometimes we extend some-
one’s stay, not because they
need continued treatment, but
to ensure they don’t become
homeless,” said Ms McKeown.

Male patient numbers double at cocaine rehab centre
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Hundreds of asylum seekers to stay on
streets as Coalition tries to quell tensions

EMMET MALONE

Experienced medical staff
from outside the EU are being
drafted in to work in rural gen-
eral practices, in an effort to re-
verse the medical “brain
drain”.

An initial group of more
than 20 completed a three-day
residential induction organ-
ised by the Irish College of
General Practitioners (ICGP)
in Portlaoise in March.

They are currently working
alongside established GPs in
towns including Abbeyleix,
Wexford and Castlebar, while
a second group is completing
the first phase of a familiarisa-
tion programme this week.

Dr Velma Harkins, one of
the programme leads on the
scheme, is confident that
about 100 doctors will have
been enrolled by the end of
this year.

“The applications keep roll-
ing in,” she said.

Estimatedshortfall
The ICGP scheme, which is
supported by the HSE and
Irish Medicial Organisation, is
part of a wider attempt to ad-
dress an estimated shortfall of
some 2,000 GPs in the Repub-
lic.

A large proportion of exist-
ing GPs are approaching re-
tirement age, and attracting
younger doctors to replace
them is an ongoing challenge,
particularly in rural areas
where those running smaller

practices often struggle to find
the cover required to allow
them care for family mem-
bers, take time off or go on holi-
days.

It had been anticipated that
the scheme would attract sig-
nificant interest from South
African doctors but the 20 doc-
tors gathered in Portlaoise yes-
terday included GPs from sev-
eral other countries including
Nigeria, Afghanistan and Paki-
stan.

Fullyqualified
Under the terms of the pro-
gramme, they will work under
the supervision of a mentor
GP in Ireland for the next two
years as they prepare to take
the exams that will allow them
to become fully qualified to
practise in the Irish system.

In Abbeyleix, Dr Bianca
Skinner and her husband,
Greg, both from South Africa,
have joined Dr John Madden,
a long-established GP in the
town who has said the new ar-
rivals have hugely boosted the
practice, particularly its fe-
male patients.

“It’s been transformational,
we‘re extremely fortunate to
get them,” said Dr Madden.

The Skinners, who have
three young children, decided
to move to Ireland after Greg
was held up at gunpoint twice.

Five years on, their eldest
child, now 10, says that if they
move, he will still have to be
driven to his current hurling
club several times a week.

Doctors from
outside EU to
work in rural
medical practices
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