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‘Stomach
churning’
assault
shared
by adults

the child at the centre of the
video must be feeling.

“I grew up in 1980s, 1990s
Ireland. I had a great child-
hood, but, ultimately, I was
the brown guy with the
funny name, who a lot of
people suspected was gay.

“It is a very sick kind of in-
dividual that posts pictures
or videos with the purpose of
humiliating other people.”

Educat ion Minister
Norma Foley strongly con-
demned the attack, and said
her department will provide
support such as access to the
National Educational Psy-
chological Service for the
student.

“I think it’s nothing short
of shocking and appalling.
This should never have hap-
pened,” Ms Foley said.

BelongTo, the national or-
ganisation supporting les-
bian, gay, bisexual, trans-
gender , and intersex
(LGBTI+) young people, is
calling on the Government to
urgently introduce hate
crime and hate speech legis-
lation “to send a clear mess-
age that homophobia, bipho-
bia, and transphobia, is not
acceptable”.

The organisation also
wants “a clear roadmap from
Government on how to
tackle the rise in discrimi-
nation and hate targetingmi-
nority communities”.

It added: “The rise in anti-
LGBTQ+ violence we have
witnessed across Ireland
over the past 18 months is
deeply distressing.”

Tánaiste Micheál Martin
described the video as “stom-
ach-churning”, saying: “The
country is sickened and very
disturbed by this shocking
attack on a young boy”.

“There has been increased
violence against our LGBTI
community in the country,
which is quite disturbing,”
he said.

The Tánaiste said progress
has been made on the online
safety commissioner, how-
ever, he did not have a time-
line for when it would be up
and running.

“It will have very, very im-
portant work to do to prevent
online violence, online bully-
ing that has become a phe-
nomenon,” he said.

MrMartin said there must
be a more rapid response
from social media companies
in removing such videos.
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■ Video of 14-year-old being
attacked received over 5m views
JackWhite, Ciara Phelan,
JessCasey&AnnMurphy
An anti-bullying expert has
urged adults to examine how
they use social media, as the
video of an unprovoked as-
sault on a teenager in Navan
has received over 5m views.

The majority of views are
due to the video being shared
by adults on social media, ac-
cording to Unesco chairman
on bullying and cyber-bully-
ing, and director of Dublin
City University’s anti-bully-
ing centre, James O’Higgins
Norman.

The 14-year-old was walk-
ing home from school on
Monday when he was attack-
ed by several boys, and a
“stomach-churning” video of
the incident was circulated
online. The assault is cur-
rently under investigation
by gardaí, who said the boy
suffered “serious facial in-
juries”.

Calls are increasing for the
Government to step up its ef-
forts to crack down on the
sharing of such content on-
line, and there are also de-
mands on social media com-
panies to take action.

Prof O’Higgins Norman
said: “The majority of people
who shared the video were
adults, and so we need to
look at ourselves as adults
and how we use social media
and be a bit more conscious
about what we share, and
should we be sharing it.

“The bottom line is that
everyone should be thinking
that the person at the centre
of that is a child, who has a
right to their privacy.

“Are we becoming de-sen-
sitised to situations that in
the past would have horri-
fied us?”

Speaking on RTÉ, Taoi-
seach Leo Varadkar con-
demned the Navan attack
and hit out at “sick individ-
uals” who film videos of such
incidents.

He said hewill reach out to
the family involved, and
called for the parents of the
perpetrators to take respon-
sibility for their actions.

“The young man who was
in that video. I really feel for
him. He shouldn’t have been
subjected to that violence.
He shouldn’t have been hu-
miliated by having that video
posted online.”

Mr Varadkar added that
he has some insight into how

Taoiseach appeals for end to blockade on refugees

that the blockade be lifted.
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that handles immigrants’
integration into commu-
nities in Co Clare, in advance
of their arrival.

The meeting was seen as
necessary to defuse tensions
that have arisen as ministers
have lined up to condemn the
protest.

Taoiseach Leo Varadkar
has said he believes that no
community should have “a
veto over who lives in their
area” and has demanded

Residents have been
blocking the entrances to the
remote Magowna House
Hotel with cars, tractors, and
hay bales since Monday.

They are objecting to the
number of refugees, cur-
rently 28 but due to rise to 62
in weeks, being housed at the
hotel complex.

They are also upset about
the fact that nobody from
the Government spoke to
them, or even an NGO body

we can bring more people.”
Mr O’Brien, who also met

residents at the centre, said:
“I have asked them to drop
the barricade, that is the
main reason I came down
here today.”

“I don’t feel it is an accept-
able thing to do — I under-
stand why they have done it.
I don’t agree with it and that
is why I am here to convince
them to hopefully take that
barricade down.”

four-week period, there will
be no addit ional people
coming to Magowna House
Hotel.

“It is linked to the barriers
going down. The barriers
need to come down and I will
come back in four weeks
time and we will discuss
where people are then.

“We are not thinking
beyond that at the moment.
I have told them that I would
like this to be a place where

group of residents, including
protest organiser Martin
O’Malley, at the Temple Gate
Hotel in Ennis.

Speaking to reports after
the meeting, the minister
said: “They are going to take
some proposals back to the
wider community.

“My request is that the
barricades are taken down
and in four weeks’ time I will
come back down and meet
with them again. During that

Integration, Joe O’Brien,
yesterday, it is set to remain
in place.

Mr O’Brien conf irmed
after the meeting that no
additional refugees are to
be brought to the Magowna
House Hotel for the next four
weeks. He also agreed to
review the concerns of the
residents and to return to
meet them again after that
period has elapsed.

Mr O’Brien met with a

Neil Michael

The Government is delaying
plans to move more refugees
into a Co Clare hotel after
meeting with protestors
from the area last night.

A blockade has been in
place at Magowna House
Hotel in Inch, Co Clare, since
Monday and, despite pleas
from senior Government
ministers and ameetingwith
the minister of state for

Joe O’Brien TD: Hotel to get no
more refugees for four weeks.

Ellie O’Byrne

Residents in a Cork suburb
have been angered by a Bus
Connects proposal to turn
an 18th century walled
garden, which they hoped
to use as a community
garden, into a car park.

The two-acre Beaumont
walled garden, Blackrock,
which contains Cherrington
Reservoir, once supplied
food to theBeamishbrewing
family at Beaumont House
before the house’s destruc-
tion in the 1920s.

Members of Beaumont
Residents’ Association be-
lieved theywere nearing the
end of negotiations with
Cork City Council to restore
its horticultural use as a
community garden.

However, the second draft
of the National Transport
Authority’s Bus Connects
plans for the Mahon — City
Sustainable Transport Cor-
ridor, released in mid-
March, shows the walled
garden as a “potential lo-
cation forreplacementpark-
ing” thatwouldbe lost along

Churchyard Lane with the
addition of a one-way bus
lane and a cycle lane.

The land is owned by the
Water Department of Cork
City Council. Up until Janu-
ary,Water Department staff
liaised with Jo Goodyear, a
local environmental consul-
tant and member of Beau-
mont Residents’ Associ-
ation, who was spearhead-
ingattempts to create a com-
munity garden on the site.

The group had even re-
ceived Axa Parks funding of
€6,000 to clear the space and
install polytunnels.

However, in January, Ms
Goodyear was told that the
National Transport Author-
ity was expressing an inter-
est in turning the site into a
car park. This was not con-
firmed until the NTA’s sec-
ond round ofmaps was pub-
lished inMarch.

Ms Goodyear said the
newswas frustrating.

“Beaumont lacks any
community facilities,” she
said. “This would be a won-
derful resource: it is ideal,
not only because of the

amazingrichsoil retained in
the walled garden, but it’s
also lockable and secure.”

The overgrown garden re-
tains fruit trees including
apples, pears, and cherries,
and is home to a roosting
colony of common pipis-
trelle bats. Residents
planned to repurpose the
1960s reservoir building at
its centre, which is now
drained, for community use.

CorkCity Council told the
Irish Examiner any plan for
a community garden on
council land would have to
undergo a disposal arrange-
ment and that this had not
happened.

“Disposal of the land
would be considered in the
context of other uses for the
site and other suitable lo-
cations for a community
garden,” saidacouncilpress
representative. “It may be
possible to explore other al-
ternative sites for a commu-
nity garden in the area.”

Residents expressed con-
cerns about breaching the
historic garden walls for ve-
hicle access, biodiversity
loss, and attracting more
cars to the area by turning
into a “de facto park and
ride” for Páirc Uí Caoimh
and the city centre.

However, Cork Constitu-
tion Rugby Club say they
will behardhit by the lossof
on-street parking in the Bus
Connects plan.

“We are adjacent to Páirc
Uí Rinn and O’Connor’s fu-
neral home and the current
parking is on the street,”
said David Cagney of the
CorkConmanagement com-
mittee. “On Saturday morn-
ings, we have over 300 kids
from six up and their par-
ents are expected to stay
while they train. The loss of
parking would place a
stranglehold on the club.”

Ancient walled garden plan
angers Blackrock residents

The historic walled garden at Beaumont, where local residents had
been hoping for a community garden. Picture: Larry Cummins

Worst
floods in
Italy in 100
years kill 13
Older and disabled people
were trapped in their homes
as rescuers worked under
pounding rain to save people
in the most catastrophic
flooding to affect Italy in 100
years.

The floods in the northern
Emilia-Romagna region
have claimed 13 lives as of
yesterday evening.

An estimated 20,000 have
been lef t homeless in a
disaster that caused 23 rivers
to burst their banks and 280
landslides, engulf ing 41
cities and towns.

Towns and villages in
northern Italy are cut off due
to flooding, with motorways
impassable, and electricity
and mobile phone services
down after heavy rains.

Firefighters have carried
out 2,000 rescue operations
in the region and in parts
of central Marche that
were also hit by the floods.

Farmers are also warning
of incalculable losses, with
over 5,000 farms flooded,
covering thousands of acres
of vineyards, fruit groves,
vegetable farms, and grain
fields.

Before the floods, Emilia-
Romagna and other areas of
northern Italy were blighted
by a drought that dried
out the land, reducing its
capacity to absorb water.
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Flooded streets caused by heavy rains in Lugo in Italy’s northern Emilia-Romagna region yesterday. Thousands have been evacuated from their homes after torrential rain
caused severe flooding and landslides. Picture: Antonio Masiello/Getty

Traditional wall of silence around grief is beginning to break down Feelgood Page 12 Rollercoaster round but McIlroy shows battling qualities at Oak Hill Pages 6-7PLUS PLUS

McSweeney’s radical act of
being a normal woman

Escaping the trap

Joyce Fegan Page 8 Friday Sport Pages 2-3Pages 2-3

We’ll be difficult to beat
RonanO’Gara’s inside viewRonanO’Gara’s inside view
on theChampions Cupfinalon theChampions Cupfinal

Nationwide Service: 021 4742021 | 01 2118839
Email: hello@cleanbee.ie | Web: www.cleanbee.ie

WE COVER BOTH AREAS OF DOMESTIC
CLEANING & COMMERCIAL CLEANING

10%OFFValid until May 21st

Upholstery
Cleaning
Service

9 771393 956458

2 0
IRISH EXAMINER

19.05.23
Recommended retail
price in Ireland €2.40

mailto:hello@cleanbee.ie
www.cleanbee.ie
www.irishexaminer.com

