
812-232-7447

NEED
HEALTH CARE?
NO PATIENT TURNED AWAY

FOR INABILITY TO PAY.

$2.00TRIBSTAR.COM

WHICH HOUSE 
DID YOU GET?

BRAVES TAKE SECTIONAL
South wins second straight boys track & fi eld title, SPORTS  B1

OUTRIGHT CHAMPS
Indiana State baseball 

defeats MoState to claim 
MVC title, SPORTS — B1

FRIDAY, MAY 19, 2023

Weather A8

Dow Jones . . .33,535.91

Advice B7
Opinion A4
Comics B8

Vol. 40, No. 3
A1 page editor:

Jim Willis

80 71 48

79 5353Sunny

SATURDAY

TRIBUNE-STAR, P.O. BOX 149
TERRE HAUTE, INDIANA 47807

SUNDAY

A dynamic study of the human body 
in Mrs. Colleen Magnuson’s sixth-grade 
class at Collett Elementary School in Terre 
Haute convinced young Kristina Box to be 
a doctor.

Box (then Kristina 
McKee) was fascinated.

“It absolutely ignited a 
fire in me. And from that 
year on, I knew I wanted to 
be a physician and never 
altered or changed my 
desire,” Box recalled on 
Monday.

Her dream came true.
Box grew up in Terre 

Haute, living her from age 
3 to 18, attending Collett 

Elementary; McLean, Glenn and Woodrow 
Wilson junior highs; and Terre Haute North 
High School, before studying medicine at 
Indiana University. She served 30 years as 
an obstetrician-gynecologist before Indiana 
Gov. Eric Holcomb asked Box to become 
his state health commissioner in 2017. A bit 
more than two years later, Box faced a med-
ical dilemma she never imagined.

The COVID-19 pandemic.
Indeed, the deadly, debil-

itating coronavirus scourge 
vaulted Box into the public 
eye across Indiana for more 
than two years. She, Hol-
comb, Dr. Lindsay Weaver 
— chief medical officer for 
the Indiana Department of 
Health — and a team of pub-
lic health experts conducted 
periodic COVID-19 updates 
that were livestreamed from Indianapolis 
to Hoosiers. They explained the disease’s 
spread, precautions to prevent infection like 
masking and social distancing, the vaccines’ 
availability and efficacy, and the dangers of 
misinformation.

“As hard as it was to do five days a week 
and [then] a press conference like that, and 
prepare for that, it really was retrospectively 
the best thing we could’ve done,” Box said. 
“Because, we were giving the best, up-to-
date information that we could possibly 
give.”

She became the face of Indiana’s 
COVID-19 response.

“I can’t tell you how many Hoosiers that 
I’ve heard from directly and indirectly that 
have said, ‘This was our lifeline. That really 
meant the world to us,’” Box said.

Now, nearly six years after becoming 
commissioner, Box has decided to retire at 
the end of this month. Holcomb has asked 
Weaver to replace Box as commissioner.
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As Dr. Box retires, 
she refl ects 

on pandemic 
experiences, 

Hautean roots
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By David Kronke
Tribune-Star

Formerly Launch Terre 
Haute, the Station Cowork-
ing will open its doors on 
June 1 to anyone in the 
public who would like to 
operate their business out 
of a shared workspace. 

Launch Terre Haute 
closed shop on May 15, 
the date the Station had 
a soft opening for Launch 
members.

Whereas Launch had 
2,500 square feet in the 

Deming Building, the 
Station — in the former 
Clabber Girl building, 900 
Wabash Ave — is twice that 
size. The Station’s entrance 
is Ninth and Cherry 
Streets.

Jessica Cox, the Sta-
tion’s chief operating 
officer, conducted a tour 
for the media on Thursday 
afternoon.

In explaining the name 
change, Cox said, “We were 
looking for a fresh start for 
the new space.”

By Sue Loughlin
Tribune-Star

Music played, balloons 
dropped and Hoosier Prairie 
Elementary students cheered 
ecstatically as they learned what 
“house” they will be part of next 
school year. 

Student Lincoln Grossman 
did “the worm” dance on the 
floor, while members of the 
House of Reveur (dreamers) held 
hands as they danced in a circle 
during the house unveiling cere-
mony. Others students formed a 
conga line.

The “house system,” aimed at 
strengthening a positive school 
climate, is based on the Ron 

Clark Academy program.
On Thursday, energy levels 

soared in the Hoosier Prairie 
cafeteria.

“It fills my heart with so 
much joy,” said Jennifer Nickel, 
school principal and animated 
master of ceremonies during 
the festivities. “They are so, so 
excited.”

After a balloon drop, students 
randomly selected and popped a 
balloon and received a bracelet 
corresponding to their “house,” 
which carried such names 
as Protos (house of success), 
Altruismo (house of givers), and 
Amistad (house of friendship).

Hoosier Prairie implements ‘house system’ 
to strengthen positive school climate

Members 
of House 
of Reveur 
hold hands 
as they 
dance in a 
circle during 
the house 
unveiling 
ceremony 
Thursday at 
Hoosier 
Prairie Ele-
mentary 
School.
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Hoosier Prairie Elementary teacher Hannah Shroyer welcomes a student to the House of Sollevare during the house unveiling ceremony 
Thursday at the school.
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The Station now open for business
Formerly Launch Terre Haute, it’s 

now in former Clabber Girl building

Tribune-Star/Joseph C. Garza 

The Station member Tom Tomlinson uses one of the work 
stations in the Train Room co-working space in the new 
business hub on Thursday in the former Clabber Girl Museum 
and Bake Shop off of Wabash Avenue.Turn to STATION, A7

By Lisa Mascaro
Associated Press • Washington

Negotiators from the 
White House labored Thurs-
day over the U.S. debt limit 
with House Speaker Kevin 
McCarthy’s emissaries at the 
Capitol, grinding through 
head-to-head talks trying to 
strike a budget deal to avert 
a looming economic crisis.

With hopes for a break-
through as soon as this 
weekend, President Joe Biden 
and McCarthy tapped their 
top representatives to work 
out a deal after talks with a 
larger contingent stalled.

Upbeat, McCarthy said 

it was important to have an 
“agreement in principle” by 
the weekend if they hope 
to get to a House vote next 
week. That would leave 
enough time for the Senate 
to act, too, ahead of a dead-
line as soon as June 1.

“Everyone’s working 
hard.” McCarthy told CNN 
and others at the Capitol.

The White House team 
also appeared upbeat as 
they entered the building, 
but declined comments and 
departed two hours later. 
They were expected to be 
back at it on Friday and into 
the weekend.

Debt ceiling negotiators 
pushing for weekend deal
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