
Galveston man to be featured 
on ‘CBS Evening News’ tonight

Lack of affordable housing 
a nationwide struggle
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INSIDE WEATHERFIRST AMENDMENT
Congress shall make no law respecting 
an establishment of religion, or prohibiting the 
free exercise thereof; or abridging the freedom of 
speech, or of the press; or the right of the people 
peaceably to assemble, and to petition the 
Government for a redress of grievances.
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Warm and breezy. High 80, Low 54.
Complete forecast on Page A8.

PHAROSPHAROS--TRIBUNETRIBUNE

MARISSA MEADOR
INDIANA CAPITAL CHRONICLE

The Indiana Department of Trans-
portation will work toward net-zero 
carbon emissions by encouraging 
electric vehicle use and increasing 
fuel efficiency, thanks to an expected 
$156 million in federal funds.

INDOT’s carbon reduction strat-
egy was designed according to 
federal legislation — the Bipartisan 
Infrastructure Law — which was 
passed and enacted in 2021. The law 
requires states to create a plan by 
November 2023 to reduce transpor-
tation sector emissions and provides 
funding for implementation.

“The Federal Highway Adminis-
tration has charged state DOTs to 
do their part to address carbon emis-
sions through the Carbon Reduction 
Program that was announced last 
spring,” INDOT said in a statement. 
“INDOT, as well as other states will 
be implementing a variety of strate-
gies, projects and programs designed 
to reduce carbon dioxide emis-
sions from transportation-related 
sources.”

In the draft plan INDOT highlights 
several strategies. They range from 
increased fuel efficiency, more elec-
tric vehicles, investments in transit, 
bicycle and pedestrian facilities and 
technology to improve traffic flow.

The state hired HNTB Indiana to 
develop the strategy in a contract 
worth $199,000.

A key part of the draft plan is its 
investment in electric vehicle charg-
ing stations. The state plans to build 
charging stations along all inter-
states and U.S. Highway 31, with 
construction expected to begin in 
2024.

But an equally ambitious part 
of the plan sets out to transition to 
less car-dependent infrastructure. 
To accomplish this, INDOT told the 
Indiana Capital Chronicle it would 
incorporate bicycle and pedestrian 
elements into its process for choos-
ing and developing projects.

JOSH FLYNN
STAFF REPORTER

Members of the Frank-
l i n  E lement a r y  S c ho ol 
community gathered together 
Thursday night to say goodbye 
to a building where they had 
been teachers, staff and prin-
cipals.

When the 2022-23 school 
year comes to a close in a 
couple of weeks, Franklin Ele-
mentary will cease to be after 
40 years. Instead, The Acad-
emy, Logansport’s alternative 
education program, and the 
Adult Education Center will 

move into the building.
“I know this is an emotional 

time as I have had many con-
versations with the Franklin 
staff about the changes com-
ing and why,” said Logansport 
Community School Corpora-
tion Superintendent Michele 
Starkey. “Change is hard but 
hard is necessary and growth 
is necessary. As we close the 
chapter of Franklin Elemen-
tary School in this building, 
another chapter opens in this 
building.”

Current principal Melanie 
Lang welcomed guests as they 
filed into the school library 

where displays of trophies and 
yearbooks, slideshows and 
food awaited.

Lang recognized that some 
of those in attendance were 
teaching when the Challenger 
exploded, when 9/11 happened 
and some experienced the 
COVID-19 pandemic.

“But that is nothing com-
pared to the amount of baby 
showers, wedding showers, 
retirement parties that meant 
so much to the people giving 
them and the people receiv-
ing them,” she said. “There 

Franklin Elementary community gather to say farewell

Fed funds 
jumpstart 
emission 
reductions

INDOT strategizing 
to reach net-zero

JAMES BENNETT III
CNHI NEWS INDIANA

Lately, Brent Wright has been 
working out for two to three hours 
a day. He tries to get in two workouts 
each day — one is spent running and 
the other is spent doing high-inten-
sity interval training or burpees 
— four days a week.

He’s working on two fitness chal-
lenges at the same time. He’s also 
in a competition that could land 
him a two-page spread in Muscle 
& Fitness Magazine and bring in 
$20,000.

Wright explained he’s been 
into fitness since he was young. 
He would try different competi-
tions and, at one point, he moved 
to Miami, Florida, trying to land a 
modeling career. But Wright was 
an addict at the time and nothing 
worked out.

Wright’s been clean for nearly 13 
years now.

Shortly after getting clean, he 
said, he began taking on chal-
lenges fairly regularly. Nine years 
ago, at the age of 39, he signed up 
for an MMA cage fighting match. In 
another challenge, he raised $5,000 

for Valley of Grace by running and 
filming himself.

“Your mind powers everything,” 
Wright said. “I can do stuff because 

POWER OF THE MIND
Kokomo athlete uses his story to help recovering addicts
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Brent Wright is in a competition to appear in Muscle & Fitness Magazine.

Brent Wright takes a break during a Tuesday morning workout.

More Information
If you’re interested 
in voting for Brent 
Wright, you can do so 
by visiting featured.
muscleandfitness.
com/2023/brent-wrig.
Voting is free as long 
as participants verify 
their identity through 
Facebook. Voters can also 
donate money to Homes 
for Wounded Warriors — 
an organization that builds 
and remodels houses 
to make them more 
accessible for injured 
veterans — to earn more 
votes. Each dollar donated 
though the website counts 
for one vote. Otherwise, 
participants get one free 
vote each day.

See INDOT  on A2
See WRIGHT  on A2

See FAREWELL  on A2

Logansport Community 
School Corporation 
Superintendent Michele 
Starkey spoke to a large 
audience of Franklin 
Elementary teachers, 
staff and principals from 
the past and present. 
Starkey told them 
about The Academy, 
Logansport’s alternative 
education school which 
will move into the Franklin 
building after the school 
year closes.
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