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Students behind LGBTQ+ 
play invite state lawmakers

States respond to housing 
crisis via various programs
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Judge OKs 
continuance 
in Kline case

Defendant due back 
in court June 1

KIM DUNLAP
KOKOMO TRIBUNE

PERU — The judge in the case 
against Kegan Kline, a Miami County 
man who pleaded guilty in March to 
25 different felony charges related to 
child pornography and exploitation, 
granted the defense’s request for 
a continuance Thursday morning, 
pushing the defendant’s next court 
date into June.

Kline was set to be sentenced 
Thursday morning 
inside Miami Circuit 
Court.

However — after 
an initial delay in 
court proceedings 
that lasted nearly 
an hour — Defense 
Attorney Andrew 
Achey opened his 
arguments during 
Thursday’s hear-

ing by saying his client just “wants 
additional time” to review evidence 
he was unaware of and to be able to 
“consider all options.”

That includes the option for Kline 
to withdraw his plea of guilty alto-
gether and have the case placed back 
on the trial calendar, Achey added.

As for the state’s view on the 
matter, Miami County Deputy Pros-
ecutor Courtney Alwine said Kline 
was just using his request for a con-
tinuance as a delay tactic.

“We obviously object to it,” Alwine 
told the court. “He (Kline) does not 
want to face the music today. … 
Continuing this sentencing hearing 
does nothing. … Kegan Kline wants 
to drag this out as long as possible. 
We are prepared. They should be 
prepared.”

But with the continuance officially 
being granted, Kline is now due back 
in court for a status hearing at 11 a.m. 
June 1 inside Miami Circuit Court.

His sentencing date, should he not 
withdraw his current plea, is tenta-
tively set for July 27.

Kline, 28, was initially arrested in 
August 2020 after police launched 
an investigation that reportedly 
revealed he was using social media 
platforms, namely Snapchat and 
Instagram, to speak with underage 
females, according to court records.

K line conversed with those 
females via a fake social media pro-
file known as “anthony_shots” and 
one also known as “Emily Ann,” 
court records noted.
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In advertisements for the final 
Kokomo Symphony Orchestra 
show this season, the KSO said 
“the large symphony and grand 
organ sounds will literally blow 
you out of your seats.” The claim 
could actually be taken literally.

José Valencia, the orchestra’s 
artistic director and conductor, 
chuckled at the thought. There’s 
a shocking jolt in the final move-
ment of Camille Saint-Saëns’ 
Symphony No. 3, also known as 
the “Organ Symphony,” that could 
potentially make audience mem-
bers jump out of their seats.

The artistic director said he 
wouldn’t mind at all if someone 
yelps out in surprise.

The concert, which is titled 
“Symphonic Power!,” is sched-
uled for Saturday evening. It will 
be held in Grace United Methodist 
Church, 219 W. Mulberry St.

Usually, the KSO hosts its shows 

at Indiana University Kokomo’s 
Havens Auditorium. This week-
end’s concert was moved to the 
church because, from what Valen-
cia has been told, it houses the 
city’s best organ. Matt Gerhard, 
a local musician, will be the con-

cert’s featured organist.
The performers had to cozy 

up a bit during the orchestra’s 
Wednesday rehearsal. The string 
and percussion sections weren’t 
able to fit on the church’s stage. 
Instead, they sprawled out across 

the church f loor. Some of the 
cello and bass players were nearly 
touching the front-row pews.

Valencia said the season finale 

CLOSING THE SEASON
Orchestra brings out an organ for final show
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INDIANAPOLIS — The stay on 
Indiana’s near-total abortion ban 
will likely remain in place for at 
least the next four months after the 
Indiana Court of Appeals set oral 
arguments in the case for September.

Until the court issues a decision, 
abortion access in the state will carry 
on as usual.

The case before the three-judge 

panel looks at whether the abortion 
ban approved by GOP legislators in 
August violates the state’s religious 
freedom laws.

Lawyers representing multiple 
faith groups will argue in part that 
their religion requires and directs 
them to obtain abortions that would 
be prohibited by the ban. The plain-
tiffs also hold that when a fetus 
becomes a human being is a matter 
of opinion and belief, not scientific 
fact.

The Indiana Attorney General’s 
Office will argue in part that the 
state has long restricted abortions 
and the ban will “preserve the lives 
of human organisms between fer-
tilization and birth,” according to a 
court brief.

The state has also asserted 
abortion does not carry religious 
significance to the plaintiffs, but is 
instead a means by which they can 
mitigate harm to their physical, men-
tal or emotional health or wellbeing.

The appeals court arguments in 
September will mark the first major 
development in the legal challenges 
facing the ban since the Indiana 
Supreme Court heard arguments in 
January in a separate case regarding 
whether the ban is constitutional.

Both the appeals and supreme 
courts have allowed two lower court 
injunctions against the ban to stand, 
allowing abortion access up to 20 
weeks.

Now, in order for the abortion 

restrictions to survive, state lawyers 
will have to overcome both injunc-
tions by convincing each court that 
the law doesn’t violate the constitu-
tion or religious freedoms.

That puts Indiana’s abortion ban in 
uncharted legal territory, according 
to Jennifer Drobac, a law professor at 
Indiana University’s Robert H. McK-
inney School of Law.

“I don’t know of any other time 

Abortions in Indiana to continue pending court decisions

Kelly Lafferty Gerber | Kokomo Tribune

The Kokomo Symphony Orchestra rehearses in Grace United Methodist Church on Wednesday ahead of its last concert of the 49th 
season.
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Organist Matt Gerhard rehearses with the Kokomo Symphony 
Orchestra at Grace United Methodist Church on Wednesday.

If You Go
The final show in the 
Kokomo Symphony 
Orchestra’s 49th season, 
titled “Symphonic Power!,” 
will begin at 7 p.m. 
Saturday.
The concert will be held in 
Grace United Methodist 
Church, 219 W. Mulberry St.
Admission will cost $20 
for adults, $5 for college 
students and K-12 tickets 
are free. You can purchase 
tickets online at www.
kokomosymphony.net, by 
calling 765-236-0251 or at 
the door.

Kegan A. 
Kline
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