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Cloudy
50% chance of rain and storms. 
Gusts up to 25 mph. High in 
the upper 70s.
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The public’s cost for a 
new Allen County Jail could 
include a county income tax 
increase of up to 0.2%.

Allen County Commis-
sioners Therese Brown and 
Rich Beck asked the Allen 

County Council on Thurs-
day to hold a public hearing 
for the potential increase. 
Council President Tom Har-
ris, R-2nd, said the hearing 
would likely happen at a 
meeting in June or July.

Brown said Baker Tilly 
Municipal Advisors calculat-
ed the 0.2% increase would 

cover required payments for 
a bond issue of $286 million. 
The jail project’s current es-
timated cost is $350 million.

County officials are work-
ing with the Allen County 
Sheriff’s Department, the 
design team and the con-
struction manager to refine 
the scope and reduce costs, 

Brown said. Suggestions 
to the sheriff from County 
Council members and others 
have been sent to the officials 
involved.

The commissioners start-
ed the process of building a 
new jail after U.S. District 
Court Judge Damon Leichty 
in March 2022 ordered them 
to alleviate unconstitution-
al conditions at the current 
downtown facility. Those 

include overcrowding, under-
staffing, insufficient inmate 
supervision and too much 
violence.

County Councilman Paul 
Lagemann, R-3rd, said the 
jail’s estimated construction 
cost isn’t in line with what 
other counties have paid in 
Indiana. Other Hoosier jails 
have cost about $150,000 
per bed, and the Allen Coun-
ty estimate equals around 

$280,000 per bed, he said. 
Some residents have spoken 
out about the cost, and Lage-
mann said they have a right 
to be angry about it.

“It’s about making this 
price something we can live 
with,” he said.

The current jail can hold 
up to 732 inmates. Leichty 
set 981 as a new jail’s capaci-

Commissioners ask council to run public hearing

Jail may mean income tax increase
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A couple of checkered flag-clad fans watch as cars are pulled to the track Thursday during practice for the Indianapo-
lis 500 at Indianapolis Motor Speedway. For more on Thursday’s practice runs, see Sports, Page 4B.

It’s Indy in the month of May New venue
sought
in slaying
of trooper
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A man accused of striking and killing 
a state trooper on Interstate 69 in DeKalb 
County has requested a change of venue 
for his trial.

Terry D. Sands II, 42, of Marion has 
been charged with mur-
der, two counts of resist-
ing law enforcement, one 
a felony and the other a 
misdemeanor, and op-
erating a vehicle while 
under the influence of a 
controlled substance, re-
sulting in death. A hear-
ing will be held in DeKalb 
County Superior Court 
on Aug. 18 to decide where his trial will 
be held.

A six-day trial is currently set to begin 
two days before the one-year anniversary 
of the death of Master Trooper James 
Bailey, the man Sands is accused of kill-
ing. Sands was involved March 3 in a pur-
suit by off-duty Fort Wayne Officer Mat-
thew McGill after he allegedly saw Sands 

Murder among counts filed;
officer died on Interstate 69

Sands
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County Council gives OK  
to tax abatement for GM
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The Journal Gazette

The Allen County Council ap-
proved a more than $24.5 million tax 
abatement Thursday for the Gener-
al Motors plant in Roanoke but not 
without some contention.

Some council members were con-
cerned about what the 10-year abate-
ment on $468 million in new equip-
ment would mean for the Southwest 
Allen Fire District’s capital improve-
ments fund. The resolution passed 
5-1 with Ken Fries, R-at large, voting 
against and Robert Armstrong, R-at 
large, absent.

The request was for 100% tax 
forgiveness for the entire period, as 
opposed to the usual stair-step ap-
proach that gradually increases taxes 
over the 10-year period. Companies 

usually pay increasingly more taxes 
each year until the abatement ex-
pires.

The new manufacturing equip-
ment receiving the abatement 
would be for the next generation of 
internal combustion engines of full-
sized pickup trucks and fit into the 
walls of the current plant, said John 
Blanchard, GM’s director of local 
government relations. The design 
stage would begin in 2025, and work 
would finish by 2027.

The total commitment would 
reach $622 million, including materi-
als and renovations, Blanchard said. 
The new equipment will mean about 
3,900 jobs retained, although the pa-
perwork said 3,300 jobs in case of 
economic downturn.

Blanchard said the plant would 
not go below 3,300 jobs and has al-
ways employed workers well beyond 
that level. Although the company 
has a goal of mostly producing elec-
tric vehicles in the coming decades, 

Debate arises over worry
fire department will lose
funds needed to upgrade
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Supreme Court
avoids ruling
on law shielding
internet giants
ASSOCIATED PRESS

WASHINGTON – The Supreme Court 
on Thursday sided with Google, Twitter and 
Facebook in lawsuits seeking to hold them 
liable for terrorist attacks. But the justices 
sidestepped the big issue hovering over the 
cases, the federal law that shields social me-
dia companies from being sued over content 
posted by others.

The justices unanimously rejected a law-
suit alleging that the companies allowed their 
platforms to be used to aid and abet an attack 
at a Turkish nightclub that killed 39 people 
in 2017.

In the case of an American college stu-
dent who was killed in an Islamic State ter-
rorist attack in Paris in 2015, a unanimous 
court returned the case to a lower court, but 
said there appeared to be little, if anything, 
left of it.
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