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The owner of a Lafayette Square
nightclub that drew the attention of po-
lice after multiple assaults and shoot-
ings has pleaded guilty to failing to pay

taxes.
Olusola Akinbolawa, 38, pleaded

guilty this week in Marion Superior
Court to one count of failing to remit
taxes. As part of a plea agreement, pros-
ecutors dropped six other charges, in-
cluding theft and corrupt business in-
fl�uence. 

Police said Akinbolawa failed to pay
more than $200,000 in sales taxes for
his business, Kalakutah Republic Grill,

LLC. The company oper-
ates a restaurant and
nightclub at 4718 Century
Plaza Rd.

He told IndyStar he
plans to reopen the club
this weekend as an alco-
hol-free “mocktail”

lounge called Kalah’s. A launch party on
Saturday will feature DJs and a “ZERO
PROOF BAR,” according to a fl�ier posted

on Facebook.
Akinbolawa came to the attention of

the Indianapolis Metropolitan Police
Department after reports of assaults, il-
legal strippers, unlicensed boxing,
health department violations and sev-
eral shootings in the club’s parking lot,
including one that left a 25-year-old
woman dead. 

Nightclub owner accepts plea deal
Man failed to pay taxes,
will open ‘mocktail’ lounge

See NIGHTCLUB, Page 4A
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When Judy Ellis moved into Craw-
ford Manor over 15 years ago, she
thought she’d live in the subsidized sen-
ior apartment building in Zionsville for
the rest of her life. 

But now as the 82-year-old Ellis
looks around her cozy apartment with
its wall-to-wall bookshelves, she knows

she’ll have to leave it
soon. In fact, her home
will likely be a pile of rub-
ble by the end of next
year. 

In February, nonprofi�t
Indianapolis-based BHI
Senior Living, which

owns and manages Crawford Manor
and the surrounding senior living com-
munity Hoosier Village just north of
96th Street, informed residents that BHI
would not renew its contract with the 

Zionsville low-income 
seniors to lose home

Crawford Manor
Apartments is part of the
Hoosier Village Retirement
Center in Zionsville and
opened in 1984. BHI Senior
Living, which owns and
manages the property, has
said it would not renew its
contract with the
Department of Housing and
Urban Development.
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Resident: Company razing
building ‘don’t want us’

Claire Rafford
Indianapolis Star | USA TODAY NETWORK

See SENIOR HOME, Page 3A

Ellis 

An ex-Army serviceman who made
Islamophobic comments and fatally
shot a man following an alleged road
rage incident has been convicted of
murder by a jury.

The verdict came more than four
years after the high-profi�le February
2019 shooting of 32-year-old Mustafa
Ayoubi, which grabbed the attention of
the FBI and helped fuel a successful

push by advocates and
politicians to make In-
diana pass a hate
crimes law six weeks
later.

One of those advo-
cates was Zahra Ayoubi,
Mustafa’s sister. After
the jury announced its

guilty verdict against Dustin Passarel-
li, 37, on Wednesday evening, Zahra
told IndyStar her family feels they can
fi�nally start to celebrate her little
brother’s life after four years without
closure. 

“God did not let us down and did not
disappoint my mom, who has been
praying for the past three days,” she
said. 

Passarelli’s attorney, Chris Eskew,
told IndyStar they were disappointed
in the jury’s verdict but declined to
comment further until after the sen-
tencing hearing in June.

Ex-Army
soldier
guilty of
murder
Shooting of Muslim man
sparked hate crimes law

Johnny Magdaleno
Indianapolis Star | USA TODAY NETWORK

Ayoubi

See MURDER, Page 4A


