
Today: A chance of showers 
and thunderstorms. Chance of 
precipitation is 80%. Tonight: 
Showers and possibly a storm.

80 | 51 
Full forecast on Page A8.
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INDIANAPOLIS — The Pendleton 
Heights High School counselor who was 
fired after bringing attention to an appar-
ent effort to withhold information from 
parents about student gender transi-
tion decisions has filed a federal lawsuit 
against the South Madison Community 
Schools Corp.

Attorneys representing Kathy McCord 

filed the suit Thursday in the U.S. District 
Court for the Southern District of Indiana, 
Indianapolis Division.

“No educator should be fired for express-
ing her beliefs, especially when she speaks 
in her personal capacity, on her own time, 
and out of concern for her students,” said 
Vincent Wagner, senior counsel at the 
Center for Parental Rights at Alliance 
Defending Freedom, which is bringing 
the suit on McCord’s behalf. “When Kathy 
spoke out about South Madison’s contro-

versial new policy, the school district did 
just that. Kathy knows that kids do best 
when schools and parents work together. 
But South Madison’s harmful policy leaves 
parents in the dark.

“South Madison violated Kathy’s rights 
by forcing her to contradict her religious 
beliefs and participate in this policy,” he 
continued. “Schools can’t keep secrets 
from parents about their children’s men-
tal health and well-being.”

The South Madison Community Schools 

Corp. board voted unanimously March 9 
to fire McCord. The decision came after 
McCord was placed on indefinite leave in 
January, months after sending an email 
to teachers informing them of a student’s 
gender transition decision and asking 
them to refrain from communicating 
that information to the student’s parents. 
McCord’s email noted that student’s fam-
ily was “not supportive of this decision.”

Fired counselor files federal suit vs. South Madison
             TheHeraldBulletin.com FRIDAY, MAY 19, 2023 $2.00         

‘Almost making myself sick’

CARSON GERBER
CNHI NEWS

 Jessica McAmis thought her 
housing woes were over in March 
when she received a federal 
voucher that would provide $1,430 
a month to help pay for a three-
bedroom apartment in Howard 
County, Indiana.

The money came at the perfect 
time. McAmis, a self-employed 
custodian, and her two teenage 
daughters had just been evicted 
after struggling to keep up with 
rent.

“I was so ecstatic,” she said. “I 
was like, ‘Yes, we’re going to get 
out of this dump and into a great 
place.’ ”

But that joy quickly turned to 
dismay. After dozens of phone 
calls, McAmis realized there 
was no housing to be found. It 
was either all occupied by other 
renters, or the landlord wouldn’t 
accept her voucher.

More than two months later, 
McAmis and her kids still haven’t 

found a rental. In early May, they 
all moved into her grandma’s two-
bedroom trailer, along with her 
70-pound dog and two cats.

If McAmis doesn’t use the 
financial assistance in the next 
two months, she’ll lose the money 
provided through the Section 8 
Housing Choice Voucher Program.

“I’ve been almost making myself 
sick trying to find somewhere to 
go,” she said.

That same story is playing out in 
nearly every city in every state. A 
crushing lack of housing combined 
with skyrocketing rent and home-
loan interest rates have placed 
many Americans under the threat 
of eviction, foreclosure or home-
lessness.

This series of stories reported 
by CNHI delves into the reasons 
behind the nation’s staggering 
lack of affordable housing, how it’s 

impacting residents and what gov-
ernment officials and community 
leaders are doing to find solutions.

NOT A NEW ISSUE
The nation’s lack of affordable 

housing isn’t new. Decades of 
underbuilding have led to a short-
age of more than 7 million homes 
for the country’s 10.8 million 
extremely low-income families, 
according to the National Low 
Income Housing Coalition.

But pandemic-induced pres-
sures on the market over the last 
three years have pushed the hous-
ing crisis to a fever pitch. New 
construction came to a standstill. 
Home and rental prices ballooned. 
Vacancy rates plummeted. The 
number of people facing evictions 
soared.

Federal and state funding pro-
vided relief to many families 
struggling to pay their mortgages 
or rent during the COVID-19 out-
break. That money is all but gone. 

Lack of affordable housing a nationwide struggle, and now at a fever pitch

CNHI SPECIAL REPORT: AFFORDABLE HOUSING

Roger Nomer | CNHI News

Construction continues on apartment buildings in Joplin, Missouri. Experts say a lack of affordable housing is a problem across the 
country.
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This report is part of a CNHI News three-part series on affordable 
housing. Read Thursday’s and Saturday’s newspapers or visit 
heraldbulletin.com for additional reports in this series.

See McCORD  on A2
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EDGEWOOD — The town of Edge-
wood has received one proposal to 
operate the Edge restaurant and 
event center.

The town council Wednesday took 
under advisement the proposal from 
the Creatures of Habit owners in 
downtown Anderson.

“It was the only bid we received,” 
attorney Michael Austin said.

Several town council members and 
Austin reached out to other restau-
rant owners to determine interest in 
taking over the Edge.

The advertised request for pro-
posal indicated the monthly lease 
was a minimum of $1,500 and the 
property has to be operated as a 
high-quality restaurant and bar.

It stated the entire restaurant, bar 
and banquet facility are ready for 
immediate use.

Austin said it’s a big operation and 
if the response from Creatures of 
Habit conforms with the advertised 
requirements the council can accept 
the bid or re-advertise the facility for 
additional bidders.

“They will be looking to attract 
people from the area,” he said.

The Edgewood Town Council in 
December received the golf course 
and Edge restaurant as a donation 
from previous owner Gary Reynolds.

Reynolds will be responsible for 
paying the 2022 property taxes due 
this year.

Council member Julie Armington 
previously said the golf course will 
open as soon as weather permits.

Armington said in December that 
Reynolds recently purchased two 
acres of adjacent property on Layton 
Road with the intent to make it part 
of the golf course.

Anderson 
biz submits 
lone Edge 
proposal

Golf course, restaurant 
donated to Edgewood

Richard Sitler | The Herald Bulletin

The property that includes the 
Edge restaurant and golf course 
was recently donated to the town 
of Edgewood.

See HOUSING  on A6


