
DEEPAK K UPRETI n NEW DELHI

In a surprise move, Prime
Minister Narendra Modi on

Thursday shifted Kiren Rijiju
from the Law Ministry and
assigned him a “low-key”
Ministry of Earth Sciences
with Arjun Ram Meghwal, the
Minister of State for
Parliamentary Affairs and
Culture, taking over the key
Law and Justice Ministry.

Several eyebrows were
raised on the unexpected
reshuffle as Rijiju was, for long,
seen to be a Modi-confidant
and also one of the
Government’s high-profile
troubleshooters from the
North-East — a priority region
for the BJP.

The change has come after
Rijiju had instances of several
run-ins with the judiciary with
by taking a “confrontist
approach” and voicing his
apparently contrarian view vis-
a-vis those held by the higher
judiciary.

The major change has

come barely 10 months before
the Lok Sabha polls and “more
expected” in the run up to the
general elections, according to
sources.

According to a formal press
communication by the
Rashtrapati Bhavan, Arjun
Meghwal, currently the
Minister of State for
Parliamentary Affairs and cul-
ture, will take over the key Law
and Justice Ministry.

Meghwal will now have
Independent Charge of the
Law Ministry. This is the first
time in recent history that the
Law Minister will not be of
Cabinet rank.

Hours after these changes
were announced, another state-
ment said SP Singh Baghel,
who was Minister of State in
the Law Ministry, would be the
new junior Health Minister.
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Rijiju out as Law Min,
Meghwal takes charge 

ED GRILLS RABRI IN
LAND-FOR-JOBS SCAM 
New Delhi: The Enforcement
Directorate (ED) questioned
former Bihar Chief Minister Rabri
Devi for about five hours and
recorded her statement here on
Thursday in a money laundering
case linked to the alleged land-
for-jobs scam, official sources
said. P4

CHINA PRAISES INDIA FOR
HELP IN FINDING SAILORS
Beijing: Two people from the
Chinese fishing vessel which
sank in the central Indian Ocean
were confirmed dead while
China on Thursday appreciated
the help from a host of countries
in the region, including India,
who responded to its call for
search and rescue operations for
the remaining 37 missing
sailors.

DRIVER FACES MUSIC FOR
LEAVING WOMEN AT STOP
New Delhi: Delhi Chief Minister
Arvind Kejriwal on Thursday
directed action against a bus
driver for deliberately not
stopping for women passengers
at a bus stop. The action against
the bus driver came after a video
surfaced on social media
showing a cluster bus driver not
stopping for women passengers.
as they would have availed the
free travel provision.
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PIONEER NEWS
SERVICE/AGENCIES n
NEW DELHI/NEW YORK

In a major breakthrough for
India to bring perpetrators of

the 2008 Mumbai terror attacks
to justice, a US court in
California has approved the
extradition of Pakistani-ori-
gin Canadian businessman
Tahawwur Rana to India. He is
sought for his involvement in
the terrorist incident, in which
166 people, including six
Americans, were killed.

Reacting to the develop-
ment, Foreign Secretary Vinay
Kwatra said here on Thursday,
“We are in very regular touch
with the US authorities to
ensure that there is speedy
and early extradition of
Tahawwur Rana. We have all
seen the judgment that was
given by the local US court
there. That conversation of
ours with the US side is con-
tinuing.”

India had filed a com-
plaint on June 10, 2020, seek-

ing the provisional arrest of
Rana with a view towards
extradition. The Biden admin-
istration had supported and
approved the extradition of
Rana to India. Nine Pakistani
terrorists who were involved in
the attack on November 26,
2008 were killed by the Indian
security forces. Ajmal Kasab
was the only terrorist who was
captured alive. 
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US court OK�s extradition
of 26/11 Mumbai terror
attack accused Rana 

RAKESH K SINGH n NEW DELHI

US-based neo-Khalistan ter-
ror group Sikhs for Justice

(SFJ) has given a call for the
assassination of External
Affairs Minister S Jaishankar,
Haryana Chief Minister
Manohar Lal Khattar and
Home Minister of that State
Anil Vij through a pre-record-
ed video clip.

The SFJ is a banned terror
group under the Unlawful
Activities (Prevention) Act.
The video was recorded on
April 5 and released on
Thursday. Through a separate
Press statement issued on
Thursday from New York, the
outfit has opposed G20 sum-
mits in Jammu & Kashmir.

Besides being sheltered in
the US, the SFJ is also backed
by Pakistan’s ISI and the latest
exhortations could be a bid to
revive so-called Khalistan
movement here in India fol-
lowing the dismantling of the

secessionist network with the
arrest of a host of alleged
Khalistani leaders like Amritpal
Singh and his cohorts, counter-
terrorism experts said.

The outfit also gave a call
to the Kashmiris to block the
Srinagar airport to sensitise the
delegates through holding of
G20 meeting in Srinagar.

The SFJ is a rootless enti-
ty in terms of popular support
and its leaders are spearhead-
ing the so-called Khalistan
movement for earning their
livelihood from their masters in
the Pakistan Army and the
notorious spy agency Inter-
Services Intelligence (ISI), ana-
lysts said.
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Jaishankar, Khattar, Vij get
assassination threats from
Khalistan terror outfit SFJ

RAJESH KUMAR n NEW DELHI

After replacing services sec-
retary Ashish More, the

Aam Aadmi Party (AAP)
Government led by Chief
Minister Arvind Kejriwal has
urged the Centre to appoint a
1989 batch IAS officer PK
Gupta as the new chief secre-
tary in place of incumbent
Naresh Kumar. 

The Kejriwal Government
also barred the chief secretary
and services department sec-
retary from passing any order
in regard to the State
Government employees.

Sources said that the
Kejriwal Government has sent
a proposal to the Centre
through Lieutenant Governor
Vinai Kumar Saxena to appoint
Gupta as the new chief secre-
tary of Delhi. Gupta, a 1989
batch IAS officer of AGMUT
Cadre, is currently posted as
Delhi additional chief secretary
in the general administration. 
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Pick PK Gupta
as Delhi Chief
Secy, AAP
urges Centre

Union Ministers Kiren Rijiju and Arjun Ram Meghwal during a meeting, in New
Delhi on Thursday PTI

File photo of Pakistani-origin Canadian
businessman and 2008 Mumbai terror
accused Tahawwur Rana PTI

PNS n NEW DELHI

The Supreme Court on
Thursday declined to stay

the Patna High Court’s interim
order to suspend the caste sur-
vey in Bihar. 

A bench of justices Abhay
S Oka and Rajesh Bindal said
the HC has recorded prima
facie findings and we will have
to decide whether it is merely
a survey or a census. “We will
have to see if in the name of
survey it is a census,” the top
court orally remarked.

Justice Bindal orally
remarked during the hearing
that a lot of documents show
the exercise is census only.
“We are making it clear, this is
not a case where we can grant
you interim relief,” said the SC.

The apex court noted that
the HC had posted the hearing
of the main petition on July 3.

“We direct that this peti-
tion be listed on July 14. If for
any reason, the hearing of the
writ petition does not com-
mence before the next date, we

will hear further submission
canvassed by the senior coun-
sel for the petitioner (Bihar),”
the bench said.

At the outset, senior advo-
cate Shyam Divan, appearing
for the Bihar Government,
submitted that the HC is com-
pletely at error and said the cur-
rent exercise is not a census but
only a voluntary survey.

While trying to explain
the difference between the two,
Divan said survey is of a cer-
tain quality which has to be for
a span of period.

“For census you have
respond. If you don’t you are
met with penalty. Not so for
survey. Quantifiable data is
required for state policies.
Supreme Court judgements
say so,” Divan said.

Continued on Page 2

Survey �caste� aside;
SC says it needs to
vet Bihar�s agenda

PNS n NEW DELHI

The Supreme Court agreed
to hear on Friday a plea

challenging the Allahabad
High Court order of conduct-
ing a “scientific survey”, includ-
ing carbon dating, to determine
the age of a “Shivling” which
was said to have been found at
the Gyanvapi mosque complex
in Varanasi.

A bench comprising Chief
Justice DY Chandrachud and
justices PS Narasimha and JB
Pardiwala took note of the
submissions of senior advocate
Huzefa Ahmadi, appearing for
the Gyanvapi mosque man-
agement committee, and
agreed to list the plea for hear-
ing on Friday. “The Allahabad
High Court has passed an
order pending the appeal,” the
senior lawyer said.

The HC, on May 12,
ordered determination of the
age of the “Shivling” in the
mosque in Varanasi using
modern technology.

SC to hear today
plea against age
determination of
Gyanvapi shivling 

PNS n NEW DELHI/BENGALURU

The Congress on Thursday
finally announced the

name of K Siddaramaiah as the
next Chief Minister of
Karnataka and State party pres-
ident DK Shivakumar as his
“only” deputy, who along with
a few Cabinet members would
take oath on Saturday which
again is to be orchestrated to
exhibit a show of Opposition
solidarity.

Siddaramaiah met
Governor Thaawarchand
Gehlot to stake claim to form
a government shortly after the
eight-time MLA was formally
elected the leader of the
Congress Legislature Party
(CLP) in Karnataka at a meet-
ing of the newly elected party
MLAs at Indira Gandhi Bhavan
in Bengaluru on Thursday
night.

Announcing the decision
taken by Congress president
Mallikarjun Kharge after hec-
tic parleys ever since the party
emerged victorious last
Saturday, AICC general secre-
tary (Organisation) KC
Venugopal said the party has
chosen Siddaramiah as the
Chief Minister of Karnataka
and DK Shivakumar will be the
only Deputy Chief Minister.
Shivakumar will also continue

as the party’s Karnataka State
president till parliamentary
elections are over, he said.

Sources said around 20
Ministers will also be sworn-in
along with the Chief Minister
and the Deputy Chief Minister,
including some from the State
legislative council.

Vast experience in run-

ning the Government and mass
appeal across the State have
favoured Siddaramaiah in the
tightly contested race for
Karnataka Chief Minister. 

The Congress leadership
threw its weight behind the 75-
year-old Siddaramaiah keeping
in view the 2024 Lok Sabha
elections, where his clout

among the OBCs, SCs and
Muslims would play a key role.

Siddaramaiah also brings
to the table the experience of
managing the Government and
competing interests of a caste
and class-dominated
Karnataka, having served as
Chief Minister from 2013 to
2018.

He also enjoys the support
of a majority of Congress
MLAs, who had voted for him
and pitched him as the Chief
Ministerial candidate during
the secret ballot after the first
Congress Legislature Party
meet in the State.

Asked about the much-
talked-about power-sharing
formula between Siddaramaiah
and Shivakumar, Venugopal
said the only formula is to share
the power with the people of
Karnataka.  

Siddaramaih and
Shivakumar later left for
Bengaluru to participate in the
meeting of the legislature party
where the party was to formally
announce the names of
Siddaramaih and Shivakumar
as the CM and Deputy CM.

Asked about his relenting
to play second fiddle to
Siddaramaih after a spirited
fight for the top post,
Shivakumar said, “In the larg-
er interest of the party, I have
agreed.”  He said all the new
MLAs have accepted whatever
the high command decided. He
said he is not upset and has a
long way to go and will con-
centrate on strengthening the
party for the Lok Sabha polls by
delivering the promises made
to people.
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Sidda CM, DKS his deputy
Oath on Sat; many Opp leaders to attend in show of unity

Congress president Mallikarjun Kharge with Karnataka CM-designate Siddaramaiah and Deputy CM-designate DK Shivakumar
during a meeting in New Delhi on Thursday PTI

PNS n KOLKATA

As Opposition BJP is cele-
brating the Supreme Court

order setting aside the ban
imposed by the West Bengal
Government on the screening
of The Kerala Story, the TMC
said if any issue arises due to
the showing of the film, the
Opposition should not blame
the State’s ruling party.

The TMC also asserted
that the State Government’s
decision not to allow screening
of the controversial film was
based on intelligence inputs
and the party has nothing to do
with it. 

The Opposition BJP and
the Congress welcomed the
Supreme Court’s order. The saf-
fron party claimed the verdict
exposed the TMC’s “communal
politics”. On the other hand the
Congress asserted that the State
Government could have han-
dled the matter differently.
The CPI(M) claimed the the
Mamata Government did it to
gain “political mileage”. 

Continued on Page 2

SC nixes WB ban
on Kerala Story;
TMC: Won�t take
blame for issues 

STAFF REPORTER n NEW DELHI

Athird-year student of Shiv
Nadar University in

Greater Noida shot dead a
female classmate, after which
he returned to his room at the
boy’s hostel and allegedly shot
himself around 1.30 pm on the
university campus in Dadri
police station area of Greater
Noida, a police spokesperson
said. 

The police said the youth,
identified as Anuj, died on the
spot and the girl was declared
brought dead at Yatharth hos-
pital. Both were pursuing
Bachelor of Arts in Sociology
and were aged around 21 years
and knew each other well. But
the cause of the incident is yet
to be ascertained, police said. 

The youth was a resident of
Uttar Pradesh’s Amroha dis-
trict, while the girl, identified
as Neha Chaurasiya, was from
Kanpur. 

Eyewitnesses said Anuj and
Neha were seen together near
the dining hall. They said the

duo were engaged in a conver-
sation and even hugged each
other. Suddenly, Anuj pulled
out a pistol and shot Neha, they
said, adding that he then
rushed to his hostel room and
shot himself death.

Neha was rushed to hospi-
tal but was declared brought
dead. DCP (Greater Noida)
Saad Miya Khan said, “We got
to know that an incident took
place at Shiv Nadar University
where a male student shot a
female student.” 

Continued on Page 2

Death follows hugs: 
Boy shoots girl, kills
self at GreNo varsity

PNS n NEW DELHI/GOA

The decision by the Supreme
Court on Thursday

upholding the validity of
amendment acts of Tamil
Nadu, Maharashtra and
Karnataka which allowed bull-
taming sport “Jallikattu”, bul-
lock-cart races and buffalo rac-
ing sport “Kambala”, saying
they are “valid legislations”
has given hope to some for
legalising Goa’s traditional bull-
fighting sport.

Bullfights, locally known as
“Dhirio”, have been banned in
Goa for the violation of the
Prevention of Cruelty to
Animals Act. 

In a unanimous verdict, a
five-judge constitution bench
headed by Justice KM Joseph
noted that The Prevention of
Cruelty to Animals (Tamil
Nadu Amendment) Act, 2017,
The Prevention of Cruelty to
Animals (Maharashtra
Amendment) Act, 2017 and

The Prevention of Cruelty to
Animals (Karnataka Second
Amendment) Act, 2017 were
enacted by the respective State
legislatures and had received
Presidential assent.

“Jallikattu”, also known as

“eruthazhuvuthal”, is a sport
played in Tamil Nadu as part of
the Pongal harvest festival.

The “Kambala” race, held
in Karnataka between
November and March, involves
a pair of buffaloes tied to a

plough and anchored by one
person. They are made to run
in parallel muddy tracks in a
competition in which the
fastest team wins.

The bench said Jallikattu is
a type of bovine sports and “we
are satisfied on the basis of
materials disclosed before us
that it has been going on in the
State of Tamil Nadu for at
least last few centuries”.

“Our decision on the Tamil
Nadu Amendment Act would
also guide the Maharashtra
and the Karnataka
Amendment acts and we find
all the three Amendment Acts
to be valid legislations,” the
bench, also comprising justices
Ajay Rastogi, Aniruddha Bose,
Hrishikesh Roy and CT
Ravikumar, said in its 56-page
judgment. The bench dealt
with the submissions advanced
by the petitioners that animals
have fundamental as also legal
rights.

Continued on Page 2

Jallikattu fine, SC quotes tradition;
verdict raises Goa bullfight hopes 

In this Jan 21, 2022, file photo, a participant during the Jallikattu competition, in
Coimbatore
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