
Nadal out of French Open, 
set to end career in 2024
Manacor: Rafael Nadal, 36, on 
Thursday withdrew from French 
Open as his hip injury has failed to 
heal. He said  2024 would be his 
final year in professional tennis. It 
will be the first time since his 2005 
debut that the Spanish player will 
be missing the claycourt major | P11
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plan to put me in jail for 10 years: Khan
■ Policemen armed with heavy machinery have taken positions near Zaman 

Park. Police have also blocked all roads leading to Khan’s residence
■ Meanwhile, Imran claimed a decision to arrest him has been taken and 

that he will be tried under the Pakistan Army Act and Official Secrets Act 
so that he could be kept in jail for 10 years under sedition charges | P11

police arrest 8 persons for may 9 violence
Police said they have arrested eight persons, allegedly involved in the May 9 
violence and vandalism, while they were trying to flee Khan’s Zaman Park 
residence. However, Khan’s party Pakistan Tehreek-e-Insaf disputed the claim, 
saying the police brought a bunch of arrested individuals to Zaman Park to 
prove that they had been taken into custody outside their leader’s residence

The caretaker Punjab govt said police action is 
imminent as the former Pak PM has failed to meet 

the deadline to hand over the ‘terrorists’

Police gearing uP to storm imran’s 
lahore home to arrest ‘terrorists’ 25

number of unarmed Protesters killed 
in Police firing, according to imran

Karnataka Congress president D K 
Shivakumar waves at supporters upon his 

arrival in Bengaluru on Thursday |  Pti

Siddaramaiah waves after the CLP meet 
in Bengaluru; and at Raj Bhawan (C) to 
stake his claim to form new government

aboard capsized 
chinese vessel dead, 
india joins search ops2 

Two sailors aboard Chinese deep-sea 
fishing vessel Lupeng Yuanyu 028 that 
sank in the central Indian Ocean on 
Tuesday reported dead 

 In all, it  had 39 sailors —  
17 Chinese, 17 Indonesian and 
five Philippine nationals

 Countries offering assistance 
for search and rescue include 
India, Australia, Sri  Lanka, 
Indonesia, the Maldives  
and the Philippines
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far  

10 vessels, 
including 3 Chinese 
navy ships and one 

foreign ship, are 
involved in on-site 

operations

Indian Navy’s P-8I maritime patrol 
aircraft carried out multiple and extensive 

searches on Wednesday despite adverse 
weather and located multiple objects 

possibly belonging to the sunken vessel

Lupeng Yuanyu 028

Lupeng YuanYu 028
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Sc allows Kerala Story screening in 
Bengal, security for tN moviegoers
s h r u t i  k a k k a r  @  New Delhi

THE Supreme Court on Thursday 
stayed the West Bengal government’s 
May 8 order banning the screening of  
the film Kerala Story in the state. 

The bench also directed the film-
maker to put a disclaimer in the mov-
ie, which claims 32,000 women from 
Kerala were converted to Islam, that it 
is a “fictionalised version of  events”. 

On West Bengal’s contention that 
screening of  the film will disturb so-
cial harmony, the bench said it is the 
duty of  the state to maintain law and 
order as the film has been granted cer-
tification by the Central Board of  Film 
Certification. 

Observing that the film has been re-
leased everywhere in the country and 
that law can’t be used to “put a premi-
um on public intolerance”, the Su-
preme Court also directed the Tamil 
Nadu government to provide adequate 

security to movie goers. “No steps 
shall be taken by Tamil Nadu govt or 
its officers or instrumentalities in-
cluding police to prevent screening of  
film,” the court also said in the order.

“You can’t make fundamental right 
of  free speech to be dependent on pub-
lic display of  emotion... . You don’t like 
it, don’t see,” the bench said, adding: 
“Bad films bomb at the box office”. 

Earlier, theatre owners in Tamil 
Nadu had refused to screen the film 
fearing law and order issues. 

The order came in a plea filed by 
makers of  the Kerala Story, Sunshine 
Pictures Private Limited, and Vipul 
Amrutlal Shah challenging the Mama-
ta Banerjee government’s decision to 
ban the screening of  the film. 

The bench, then, posted the petitions 
for final disposal on July 18 saying the 
judges would like to watch the movie 
before deciding the challenge to the 
grant of  certification to the film. 

Ban due to 
intelligence 
inputs: TMC
Claiming that 
the Bengal 
govt’s decision 
to ban the film 
was based on 
intelligence 
inputs, the  
TMC  said if any 
issue arises  
due to the 
screening, then it 
should not be 
blamed for it

US court clears 
extradition of 
tahawwur rana
Y e s h i  s e l i  @ New Delhi

IN a major legal victory for India, a US 
court has approved the extradition of  
Pakistani-origin Tahawwur Rana to 
face trial for his involvement in the 
2008 Mumbai terror attacks. 

Rana’s trial in India will help in 
proving Pakistan’s direct involvement 
in the 26/11 attacks. The US Secretary 
of  State will now decide whether Ra-
na’s custody will be handed over to the 
NIA, which is investigating the case. 

The 62-year-old 
“should be extradited 
to India” under the 
extradition treaty be-
tween India and the 
US, said the order by 
US Magistrate Judge 
Jacqueline Chooljian 
of  the District Court 
of  the Central Dis-
trict of  California.

The ruling comes 
ahead of  Prime Min-
ister Narendra Modi’s 
US trip in June.

India is trying to 
for a speedy and early 
extradition of  Rana, 
Foreign Secretary Vi-
nay Kwatra said.

Rana can appeal in 
the Circuit Court, 
which will likely af-

firm the district court order.
New Delhi had applied for Rana’s 

extradition through the Ministry of  
External Affairs in December 2019. In 
June 2020, US authorities had put 
Rana under detention following a re-
quest from the NIA. 

Judge Chooljian had held the last 
hearing in the case in June 2021 and 
the last set of  papers related to the 
case was filed in July that year. For 
about two years, there was hardly any 
progress in the case. 

the charge
Rana falsely 
represented 

convicted  
26/11 accused 

David Coleman 
Headley as an 
employee of 

his visa 
facilitation 

company 
Immigration 
Law Centre

Kharge makes the announcement in the wee hours of Thursday; oath-taking on Saturday 

Siddu to be CM, DKS his deputy
P r e e t h a  n a i r  &  d e v a r a j  b 
h i r e h a l l i  @ New Delhi/Bengaluru

ENDINg days of  suspense, na-
tional Congress president Mal-
likarjun Kharge and the party 
high command in New Delhi 
named veteran leader Siddara-
maiah as the new chief  minis-
ter of  Karnataka in the wee 
hours of  Thursday. 

Officially announcing the de-
cision later in the morning, 
AICC general secretary (organ-
isation) K C Venugopal said the 
party had chosen Siddaramai-
ah as the CM while D K Shiva-
kumar will take charge as the 
sole deputy chief  minister. He 
will continue as the state party 
unit’s president until after the 
2024 Lok Sabha elections.

A consensus was reached on 
rotating the chief  minister’s 
term between the two leaders. 
But the party refrained from 
making it public, sources said. 
As per this, Siddaramaiah will 

hold the CM’s post in the first 
two-and-a-half  years and Shiv-
akumar will be CM for the rest 
of  the term.

The swearing-in ceremony 
will take place at 12.30 pm in 
Sri Kanteerava Stadium on 
May 20. A group of  ministers 
will be sworn in along with the 
CM and deputy CM. 

Upon their return to Ben-
galuru on Thursday, Shivaku-
mar moved a resolution pro-
posing Siddaramaiah’s name 
as Congress Legislature Party 
(CLP) leader at a meeting held 
at Indira gandhi Bhavan on 
the premises of  KPCC office 
later in the evening. All 135 
Congress MLAs, besides the 

MLCs and MPs, approved the 
resolution unanimously.

Siddaramaiah thanked the 
legislators and said there 
should be no doubt about im-
plementing the five guarantees 
the party had promised in the 
run-up to the Assembly polls.

Later, a 20-member delega-
tion led by Siddaramaiah met 
governor Thaawar Chand 
gehlot at Raj Bhavan and for-
mally staked their claim to 
form the government.

According to sources, after 
playing hardball in the last few 
days, Shivakumar settled for 
the post of  deputy CM after a 
last-minute intervention of  
senior leader Sonia gandhi on 

Wednesday evening. “It is for 
the larger interest of  the party 
ahead of  the 2024 elections. We 
have a commitment to the peo-
ple of  Karnataka,” Shivaku-
mar told the media after the 
announcement.

When asked about the rota-
tional power-sharing formula, 
Venugopal chose to skirt the 
question. “The only power 
sharing is to serve the people 
of  the state,” he said.

“Everybody has their ambi-
tions and desire to become CM. 
Both the leaders deserve it, 
too,” he said, adding that the 
party believes in consensus, 
not in dictatorship. “Siddara-
maiah is an able administrator. 
He has tirelessly worked for the 
party and contributed im-
mensely to its victory. Shivaku-
mar is a dynamic organiser, 
who mobilised the cadre. They 
make a terrific combination as 
CLP leader and KPCC chief, re-
spectively,” he said.

mamata to sKip, Kejriwal not invited
West Bengal CM Mamata Banerjee may skip the swearing-in ceremony 
in Karnataka on Saturday though the Congress has sent her an invite. 
Significantly, AAP convenor and Delhi CM Arvind Kejriwal is not on the 
list of invitees. Also, while CPM general secretary Sitaram Yechury has 

been invited, Kerala CM Pinarayi Vijayan is not on the list

Rijiju shifted, law 
goes to Meghwal

s h r u t i  k a k k a r  a n d  r a j e s h  k u m a r  t h a k u r  @ New Delhi

IN a significant shake-up in the Union ministry, the Cen-
tre on Thursday shifted combative Kiran Rijiju out of  the 
law ministry and assigned the portfolio to minister of  
state (MoS) with independent charge Arjun Ram Meg-
hwal in addition to his existing responsibilities.

Parallelly, it shifted MoS in the law ministry S P Baghel 
to the health ministry with the same rank, as it would be 
incongruous for an MoS to serve under another MoS.

Rijiju was allocated the comparatively low profile min-
istry of  earth sciences. He had sharply criticised the col-
legium system of  appointing judges, saying it was alien 
to the Constitution. During his watch as law minister, he 
sat on many reiterated collegium recommendations for 
appointment to the higher judiciary.

Soon after assuming charge, Meghwal said there was 
no confrontation with the judiciary. “The executive and 
the judiciary have a cordial relationship, and it will stay 
cordial and constitutional. The boundaries are already 
there,” he said. The bureaucrat-turned politician is a 
three-time MP from Rajasthan’s Bikaner and he belongs 
to the dominant Meghwal Scheduled Caste community. 
His appointment comes at a time when Rajasthan is slat-
ed to go to polls by this year-end. About 18% of  the state’s 
total population comprises SCs. Also, as many as 34 con-
stituencies in 200-member of  Rajasthan Assembly are 
reserved for SC candidates. Meghwal women are said to 
be politically alert, though they are better known for their 
skills in embroidery and traditional textile works.

“Arjun Meghwal, who speaks less but works hard, is 
influential among the SCs. His appointment is aimed at 
wooing the SCs in Rajasthan,” said a senior BJP leader. 

Meghwal was first elected to the 15th Lok Sabha on a 
BJP ticket in 2009 from Bikaner. He served the BJP’s Ra-
jasthan unit in various positions. He got the Best Parlia-
mentarian award in 2013.

Born on December 7, 1954, Meghwal became a law grad-
uate in 1977 and earned his master’s degree in political 
science. He then obtained an MBA degree from the Uni-
versity of  the Philippines.

The executive and 
the judiciary have a 
cordial relationship. 
It will stay cordial 
and constitutional

Arjun Ram Meghwal

Arjun Ram Meghwal 
(R) and Kiren Rij i ju
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3 killed in firecracker  
unit blast in Sivakasi   
Sivakasi: Three people died and 
one person was severely injured in 
a blast at a firecracker unit in 
Oorampatti area near Sivakasi on 
Thursday.  CM announced a 
solatium of `3 lakh each to the 
families of the dead after relatives 
of the victims staged a protest 
seeking compensation | P7

s h r u t i  k a k k a r  @ New Delhi 

THE Supreme Court on 
Thursday upheld the validity 
of  the amended Act of  Tamil 
Nadu allowing bull-taming 
sport jallikattu. The court 
also affirmed the validity of  
the laws amended by Karna-
taka and Maharashtra for 
holding kambala and bullock-
cart races by taking note of  
the fact that the law and con-
sequent rules framed under it 
by the states prohibit physical 
harm to the bulls. 

A five-judge bench headed 
by Justice K M Joseph in its 
56-page verdict authored by 
Justice Aniruddha Bose, 
while upholding The Preven-
tion of  Cruelty to Animals 
(Tamil Nadu Amendment) 
Act, 2017, The Prevention of  
Cruelty to Animals (Mahar-
ashtra Amendment) Act, 2017 
and The Prevention of  Cru-
elty to Animals (Karnataka 
Second Amendment) Act, 
2017, took note of  the fact that 
the three states had taken 
presidential assent with re-
gards to the law. The court 
also directed district magis-
trates/competent authorities 
to ensure strict compliance of  
the laws and rules. 

“In our opinion, the expres-

sions jallikattu, kambala and 
bullock-cart race as intro-
duced by the Amendment 
Acts have undergone substan-
tial change in the manner 
they were used to be practiced 
or performed and the factual 
conditions that prevailed at 
the time of  A Nagaraja judg-
ment cannot be equated with 
the present situation. We can-
not come to the conclusion 
that in the changed circum-
stances, absolutely no pain or 
suffering would be inflicted 
upon the bulls while holding 
these sports. But we are satis-
fied that the large part of  pain 
inflicting practices, as they 
prevailed in the manner these 
three sports were performed 
in the pre-amendment period 
have been substantially dilut-
ed by the introduction of  
these statutory instruments,” 
the SC said.  CONTINued ON P6

C
ALLINg it a “huge 
victory” for the le-
gal battle taken for-
ward by the Tamil 
Nadu government, 
Chief  Minister M K 

Stalin tweeted, “The verdict 
is worth engraving in gold 
in the history of  Tamil 
Nadu.” “We are construct-
ing a massive jallikattu are-
na in Alanganallur. We will 
celebrate a victory event 
during Pongal” in January 
2024,” the CM said. 

Ousted AIADMK leader  
O Panneerselvam, during 
whose term as CM the law 

was amended 
in 2017, de-
scribed the 
verdict as a 
“victory to 
TN’s culture” 
and said the 
efforts initi-
ated by his 

government led to the court 
reinstating the state’s sport 
of  valour. AIADMK general 
secretary Edappadi K Palan-
iswami credited the “vari-
ous efforts made by the 
Amma government” for TN 
securing a favourable ver-
dict in the matter.  TN BJP 
president K Annamalai 
tweeted, “We thank our Hon 
PM Thiru @narendramodi 
avl for his persistent effort 
to ensure the ban on the cul-
t u r a l  s p o r t  o f  T N, 
jallikattu,was lifted in its 
entirety.” 

Tamil Nadu jallikattu per-
avai chief  P Rajasekar said 
success in the case was pos-
sible as both state and cen-
tral govts worked together. 

We’ll celebrate 
legal victory in 
alanganallur 
arena: Stalin

Sc allows jallikattu,  
upholds legal validity  
of tN amendment act 

‘Can’t check if sport is 
part of Tamil culture’
“The TN Amendment Act is not 
a colourable piece of legislation. 
The exercise as to whether 
jallikattu is an integral part of 
Tamil culture requires religious, 
cultural and social analysis in 
detail which cannot be taken up 
by the judiciary,” the bench said 
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