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NNeeww  DDeellhhii:: The AAP gov-
ernment has sought the

Centre’s approval to
appoint 1989 batch IAS offi-

cer P.K. Gupta as the new
chief secretary of Delhi,

officials said on Thursday.
Mr Gupta is currently serv-
ing as additional chief sec-

retary at the general admin-
istration department of the
Delhi government. The pre-
sent chief secretary of Delhi

Naresh Kumar is due to
retire later this year, they

said. The proposal regard-
ing appointment of Mr

Gupta was sent from chief
minister Arvind Kejriwal to

L-G V.K. Saxena for concur-
rence of the Centre.

FFuullll  rreeppoorrtt  oonn  PPaaggee  22

AAP leader Raghav Chadha
and his fiance and Bollywood
actor Parineeti Chopra seek
blessings of the Jathedar of the
Akal Takht Sahib, Singh Sahib
Giani Harpreet Singh Ji. — PTI

Shobhakrut: Uttarayana
Tithi: Vaishakha Bahula

Amavasya till 9.25 pm
Star: Bharani till 7.29 am

Varjyam: 7.46 pm to 9.24 pm
Durmuhurtam: 8.20 am to

9.12 am; 12.38 pm to 1.29 pm
Rahukalam: 10.30 am to noon

SUNSET TODAY 7.06 PM
SUNRISE TOMORROW 5.28 AM
MOONRISE TOMORROW 4.59 AM

MOONSET TODAY 6.59 PM

Delhi govt seeks
Centre’s approval 
on new chief secy 

NNeeww  DDeellhhii:: The Enforcem-
ent Directorate questioned

wife of RJD chief Lalu
Prasad Yadav and former
Bihar chief minister Rabri
Devi for about five hours

and recorded her statement
on Thursday in a money

laundering case linked to
the alleged land for jobs

scam, official sources said.
FFuullll  rreeppoorrtt  oonn  PPaaggee  44

Land for jobs case: ED
grills Rabri for 5 hours

NNeeww  DDeellhhii//CChheennnnaaii:: The
Supreme Court on Thursday

upheld the validity of the
amended act of Tamil Nadu

allowing the bull-taming
sport Jallikattu, with state

parties welcoming the ver-
dict while animal rights act-
ivists expressed disappoint-
ment and insisted they will

look for legal remedies.
FFuullll  rreeppoorrtt  oonn  PPaaggee  44

SC upholds TN law
allowing ‘Jallikattu’

COUNTERPOINT

c m y k c m y k

WORLD| 6
HC delivers major blow to
Didi’s nephew, paves way for
quizzing in recruitment scam

NATION| 3
Pakistan is heading towards
imminent disaster, may face
East Pak-like situation: Imran
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Jolie announces new fashion
venture aimed at assisting
refugees and sustainability

PM flags off Puri-Howrah Vande Bharat

THE ASIAN AGE
NEW DELHI  FRIDAY 19  MAY  2023

US actor Harrison Ford poses with US director James Mangold, British actor Ethann
Isidore, US actor Boyd Holbrook, British actress Phoebe Waller-Bridge and Danish actor
Mads Mikkelsen during a photocall for the film Indiana Jones and the Dial of Destiny
during the 76th edition of the Cannes Film Festival on Thursday. — AFP

People at Puri railway station during the flagging-off ceremony of the Puri-Howrah
Vande Bharat Express in Puri on Thursday. The train was virtually flagged off by Prime
Minister Narendra Modi (inset). It is Odisha’s first Vande Bharat Express. — PTI

YOSHITA SSINGH 
and LLALIT KK. JJHA
NEW YORK, MAY 18

In a significant legal vic-
tory for India, a US court
has approved the extradi-
tion of Pakistani-origin
Canadian businessman
Tahawwur Rana to India
where he is sought for his
involvement in the 2008
Mumbai terror attacks.

The ruling comes just
over a month before
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi travels to the US on
his first state visit at the

invitation of
President Joe
Biden. He
will be hosted
by President
Biden and

First Lady Jill Biden for a
state dinner at the White
House on June 22.

US magistrate judge
Jacqueline Chooljian of
the district court of the
central district of
California issued a 48-
page order dated May 16,
which was released on
Wednesday, saying 62-
year-old Rana “should be

extradited to India” under
the extradition treaty
between India and the US.

“Based on review and
consideration and for the
reasons discussed, the
court makes the findings
set forth below, and certi-
fies to the secretary of
state of the United States
the extraditability of
Rana on the charged
offences that are the sub-
ject of the request,” the
court order said. — PTI
■ India: IIn rregular ttouch
with UUS ffor RRana’s eearly
extradition: PPage 33

US court okays extradition to India
of 26/11 accused Tahawwur Rana
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In a bid to resolve the
decades-old border dis-
pute, Assam and
Meghalaya’s chief min-
isters are scheduled to
hold another round of
talks on May 24.

Interacting with the
media in Shillong,
Meghalaya chief minis-
ter Conrad Sangma said
that the CM will be tak-
ing up the issues of the
remaining six areas of
disagreement in the pro-
posed second phase of
talks. He said: “We are
contemplating to hold
the next round of talks
next week in Guwahati.
The logistics are being
worked out and if every-
thing falls into place, we
are expected to meet on
May 24.”

Mr Sangma said that
two chief ministers and
committee members are
also expected to visit
Block I and Block II at
the inter-state border to
send a message of peace
and confidence, as well
as a message of restraint
from both sides, includ-
ing the administration.

Both blocks are two of
12 areas of dispute
between the two states.

■ More oon PPage 44
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NEW DELHI, MAY 18

Ahead of the Lok Sabha
elections slated for next
year, the BJP leadership
will be reaching out to the
masses to mark the com-
pletion of nine years of
the Narendra Modi-led
government at the Centre.
Along with several mass
contact programmes and
other events, the BJP’s
outreach initiatives will
also include public rallies
to be addressed by Prime
Minister Narendra Modi

covering Rajasthan,
Chhattisgarh and MP; all
three states are going to
polls this year-end. The
PM is likely to address the
first rally on May 30 or 31.

As part of its outreach
initiatives, the Modi gov-
ernment will also be
releasing the performance
cards of its ministries, for
which the government is
already compiling the
data submitted by the gov-
ernment. And Union min-
isters will be holding
press conferences on the
achievements of the

Central government.
From the “Jansampark

Abhiyan” in 396 parlia-
mentary constituencies to

51 major rallies, the party
plans to reach out to
prominent people, hold
press conferences, intel-
lectual meets and events.
Various morchas of the
ruling party will be meet-
ing with the beneficiaries
of the Modi government’s
schemes as part of various
initiatives to mark the
occasion.

The month-long celebra-
tions, between May 30 and
June 30, will also have the
Prime Minister virtually
address the people and
■ Turn tto PPage 44

■ To cover all poll-going states ■ Report card on all ministries
PM plans many rallies to mark 9 yrs Sarma, Conrad

to hold talks on
May 24 in bid to
end border row  

VINEETA PPANDEY
NEW DELHI, MAY 18

In a surprise develop-
ment, Union law minister
Kiren Rijiju and his min-
ister of state S.P. Singh
Baghel were shifted out of
the law ministry on
Thursday morning. Mr
Rijiju was replaced by
minister of state for cul-
ture and parliamentary
affairs, Arjun Ram
Meghwal, who will be
heading the law and jus-
tice ministry as minister
of state (independent
charge). Mr Rijiju was
moved to the earth sci-
ences ministry, earlier
held by PMO MoS
Jitendra Singh.

Mr Baghel has been
placed in the health and
family welfare ministry
under Union minister
Mansukh Mandaviya.
This was necessitated
after Mr Meghwal was
made the MoS with inde-
pendent charge and his

ministry cannot have a
deputy.

“The President of India,
as advised by the Prime
Minister, has been pleas-
ed to direct the following
reallocation of portfolios
among Ministers in the
Union Council of Minis-
ters — (i) The portfolio of
the Ministry of Earth
■ Turn tto PPage 44

Rijiju shifted out,
Arjun Meghwal is
new law minister
New mantri vows cordial ties
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After the Karnataka
debacle, the BJP will not
be disturbing the existing
set-up in Madhya
Pradesh. With Assembly
polls in the state due in
November-December, the
BJP  will be organising
rallies across the state.
Top Central leaders will
also join in in the rallies
and meetings, which will
showcase achievements
of the Central and state
governments.

Chief minister Shivraj
Singh Chouhan is send-
ing a signal to youths
with his new “Mukh-
yamantri Mantri Sukhoi-

Kamao Yojana” to offer
“employment opportuni-
ties” and for the “pro-
gress and development of
youths” in the state.

For Mr Chouhan, “this
scheme will teach youths
not to walk on crutches
but to stand on their own
feet”. The scheme was
approved by the state
Cabinet on Wednesday.

Reminding that the
employment day was
organised every month,
the CM said that it “is our
resolve that the youth in
this state will not remain
unemployed”. He said
that the “recruitment
process for one lakh posts
is on”.
■ Turn tto PPage 44

After jolt in K’taka,
BJP won’t disturb
Shivraj govt in MP
New youth scheme to start in June

ASHHAR KKHAN
NEW DELHI, MAY 18

After several days of hec-
tic parleys the Congress
finally announced
Siddaramaiah as
Karnataka’s new chief
minister and D.K.
Shivakumar as deputy
chief minister and who
will also continue as the
state unit president till
the Parliament elections.
The stalemate was broken
after the direct interven-
tion of former Congress
president Sonia Gandhi
after she assured Mr
Shivakumar that his loy-
alty towards the party
would not be forgotten.
The deal was struck well
after midnight on the
intervening night of
Wednesday-Thursday.

Announcing the deci-
sion taken by Congress
president Mallikarjun
Kharge after hectic par-
leys ever since the party
emerged victorious on
May 13, AICC general sec-
retary (organisation) K.C.

Venugopal said all lead-
ers, including the top lead-
ership, worked very hard
to make the Karnataka
victory a reality. “We
have decided on
Siddaramiah as the chief
minister of Karnataka.
D.K. Shivakumar will be
the only deputy CM,” he
said. Mr Shivakumar will
also continue as the
Karnataka PCC president
till the parliamentary
elections are over, he said.
At the same press confer-
ence, senior party leader

and in-charge for Karnat-
aka Randeep Singh Surje-
wala said the Congress
was committed to fulfil
the five promises made
during the election cam-

paign and action would
follow.

The swearing-in ceremo-
ny will take place on
Saturday, May 20, at 12.30
pm. Apart from the CM
and deputy CM, 20
Cabinet ministers will
also be sworn in. The CLP
meeting on Thursday
evening has already
selected Siddaramaiah as
its leader. Congress leader
G. Parmeshwara had met
governor Thawar Chand
Gehlot on behalf of the
Congress and staked

claim. Both the CM-desg-
nate and the deputy CM-
designate will be back in
New Delhi on Friday to
discuss the Cabinet proba-
bles. A big invitation list
has been drawn up for the
swearing-in. All the
Gandhis are expected to
be there, as well as the
Congress chief ministers
of Rajasthan, Chhattis-
grah and Himachal
Pradesh. Invitations have
also gone to Tamil Nadu
CM M.K. Stalin, Telan-
gana CM K. Chandrashe-
khar Rao, West Bengal
CM Mamata Banerjee, SP
chief Akhilesh Yadav,
Odisha CM Naveen Pat-
naik, Shiv Sena UBT chief
Uddhav Thackerey, NC
chief Farooq Abdullah,
Bihar CM Nitish Kumar,
NCP chief Sharad Pawar 
■ Turn tto PPage 44

Deal at last: Sidda will be CM, DKS
Dy CM, PCC chief as Sonia steps in

■ Swearing-in at 12.30 pm tomorrow ■ Gandhis, top Opp. leaders likely to attend
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Pointing out the lack of
efforts towards reviving
and preserving the long-
lost heritage after
Independence, Prime
Minister Narendra Modi
on Thursday said that
his government has pri-
oritised preserving the
country’s heritage.

Speaking after inaugu-
rating the three-day
International Museum
Expo 2023 in the nation-
al capital, the Prime
Minister also flagged the
issue of the trafficking of
ancient Indian art and
antiques. He said that
with India’s increasing
prestige in the world,
various countries have
now started returning
things belonging to
Indian heritage.

Underlining that a lot
of the heritage of the
land was lost during the
period of slavery, when
ancient manuscripts
and libraries were burnt
to the ground, the Prime
Minister emphasised
that this was not just a
loss to India but the her-
itage of the entire world.

He lamented that the
lack of awareness
among citizens created
an even bigger impact.

■ More oon PPage 33

NNeeww  DDeellhhii,,  MMaayy  1188::
The Supreme Court on
Thursday stayed the
West Bengal govern-
ment’s order banning
the screening of the
film The Kerala Story
and asked Tamil Nadu
to ensure the safety of
moviegoers after the-
atre owners decided to
stop screening the
film due to security
concerns.

A bench headed by
Chief Justice D.Y. Ch-
andrachud also direc-
ted the producer to put
a disclaimer in the
movie by 5 pm on May
20 on the claim that
32,000 Hindu and
Christian women were
converted to Islam.

According to the top
court, the disclaimer
should say that “there
is no authenticated
data to back up the
suggestion on figure of
conversion and the
film represents the fic-
tionalised version”.

The bench, also com-
prising Justices P.S.
Narasimha and J.B.
Pardiwala, said it
would like to watch
the movie before pro-
ceeding to decide the
pleas challenging the
grant of CBFC certifi-
cation. — PTI

■ More oon PPage 44

Saving Indian
heritage vital:
Modi unveils
museum expo

SC stays ban
by Bengal on
Kerala Story

AICC in-charge of Karnataka Randeep Singh Surjewala with senior party leaders Sushil-
kumar Shinde, Siddaramaiah and D.K. Shivakumar during the Congress Legislature
Party meeting in Bengaluru on Thursday. — PTI

20 ministers to
take oath: Sidda,
DKS to discuss
list in Delhi Fri

Why should I be up-
set? There is a long
way to go. When
people have given
such a big mandate,
we should definitely
be happy and fulfil
the promises…
Everything is well
and will be well.

— Shivakumar
KPCC president

◗ ◗ TTHHEE SSTTAALLEEMMAATTEE was
broken after the direct
intervention of former
Congress president
Sonia Gandhi after she
assured Mr Shivakumar
that his loyalty 
towards the party
would not be forgotten

Arjun Ram Meghwal, who
has taken charge of the
law and justice ministry as
minister of state (indepen-
dent charge). — PRITAM

BANDYOPADHYAY

DELHI AGE| 10

NNeeww  DDeellhhii:: Prime
Minister Narendra Modi
will dedicate the newly-
constructed Parliament
building to the nation
on May 28, the Lok
Sabha secretariat said
in a statement issued on
Thursday. PPAAGGEE  33

Modi will open new
Parl building May 28
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