
Vendors sell their wares at the Peoria Riverfront Market. The market returns for its 20th year on Saturday.

Community members can fi�nd farmers, bakers
and makers at the Peoria Riverfront Market, located
at 212 SW Water St.

This year marks the 20th anniversary of the
market. Peoria RiverFront Association executive
director Sharon Gramm said commemorative T-
shirts will be available for the fi�rst Riverfront Mar-
ket on May 20. Over 100 vendors are set to attend.

“We’ve been growing steadily over the past 10 or
15 years,” Gramm said. “This is defi�nitely the biggest
opening day that we have.”

If you plan on visiting the market this season,
here is some information to keep in mind.

Who are the vendors?

Gramm said the Riverfront Market does not put 

GOING TO MARKET?
Peoria’s biggest farmers market is back for 20th year
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In the recent death of Earl L. Moore,
Jr., a 35-year-old Springfi�eld man who
died following an altercation with two
emergency medical services workers,
the family could not seek punitive
damages in its wrongful death lawsuit. 

As previously reported by The State
Journal-Register, no specifi�c request-
ed amount has been announced by the
family in their suit fi�led against two
EMS workers - Peter J. Cadigan, 50,
and Peggy J. Finley, 44, and LifeStar
Ambulance Services, Inc. The family is
seeking compensatory damages to
make up for fi�nancial losses after
Moore’s death, not punitive damages
which seek to punish bad actors, since
it is not permitted by state law current-
ly.

Under a bill advancing in the Illinois
General Assembly that could change.

House Bill 219 passed in the House
on Tuesday 75-40 and now heads to
the Senate and would grant the dece-
dent’s heirs the right to pursue these
damages. The shell bill moved quickly
through committee earlier that day af-
ter amendments were introduced on
Friday.

Rep. Jay Hoff�man, D-Swansea, said
his bill would give heirs the same right
as families of an injured person, who
can presently seek punitive damages.
Suits against government offi�cials,
state and local, would still be exempt
from damages if the legislation passes.

“This type of legislation is in 34 oth-
er states,” he said during fl�oor debate.
“I believe it’s a victims’ rights legisla-
tion and I believe it’s important that
punitive damages for bad actors be
available in wrongful death cases.” 

Hoff�man further explained the bur-
den of proof for punitive damages to be
awarded include showing the specifi�c
action or actions that led to an individ-
ual’s wrongful death and whether 

Bill OK’ing
punitive
damages
advances
in House
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WRONGFUL DEATH SUITS

More than two weeks after being sen-
tenced to 14 years in prison, Stephanie
Melgoza, 24, of Farmington, is still a sub-
ject of intense discussion on social media.

Since the New York-based outlet Law
& Crime Network released East Peoria
Police Department body camera footage
of Melgoza’s behavior during a fi�eld so-
briety test minutes after killing two peo-

ple last April, her case has been publi-
cized in media outlets throughout the
United States, as well as publications
out of the United Kingdom, Pakistan,
and South Korea.

Who is Stephanie Melgoza 
and what did she do?

At the time of the crash, Melgoza was
a senior at Bradley University. Accord-
ing to the East Peoria Police Depart-
ment, Melgoza struck and killed the

couple the evening of April 10, 2022,
near the Full Throttle bar. She pleaded
guilty to two felony counts of aggravat-
ed DUI and two counts of aggravated
reckless driving in February. 

A Breathalyzer test showed her blood
alcohol content to be .264, more than
three times the legal limit.

What did body camera
footage show?

The body cam footage showed a

clearly intoxicated Melgoza grinning
and giggling during the fi�eld sobriety
test as well as singing and dancing while
on an examination table at OSF Saint
Francis Medical Center in Peoria.

She did, however, express deep re-
morse for her action during last month’s
sentencing hearing in the Tazewell
County Courthouse.

“I’m so sorry for everything, and I will
never, ever commit anything like that 

Body-camera footage from Ill. DUI case has gone viral
Mike Kramer
Pekin Daily Times
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Customers relax in the beer garden Saturday,
Sept. 26, 2020, on the last day of the season for
the Peoria Riverfront Market.
JOURNAL STAR FILE PHOTOS


