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CHARLESTON — The Sarah 
Bush Lincoln Health System is 
scheduled to assume the opera-
tions of the Eastern Illinois Uni-
versity Student Medical Clinic 
on Monday.

Sarah Bush Lincoln reported 
in a press release that the medi-
cal providers at the EIU Student 
Medical Clinic will continue to 
include advanced practice reg-
istered nurses Janet Baker, Kim-
berly Dowland, and Becky Ogle. 
It reported that few noticeable 
processes are changing with the 
transition.

Brooke Zerrusen, vice presi-
dent for practice management 
at Sarah Bush Lincoln, said in 
the press release that they are 
pleased to lend their assistance 
and expertise to their commu-
nity partner, EIU, and operate 
the clinic on campus.

“We are grateful to the staff and 
administration for all the work 
that has transpired and look for-
ward to a continued great working 
relationship,” Zerrusen said.

The clinic is located in the EIU 
Human Services Building along 
Seventh Street. The clinic’s ser-
vices include a medical clinical 
laboratory with available test-
ing, pharmacy, preventative 
medicine with immunizations, 
radiology with x-rays and elec-
trocardiograms, and women’s 
health.
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CHARLESTON — WEIU TV 
has turned to a fresh face, a sixth 
grader in fact, to host a new short 
form interview program.

Jefferson Elementary student 
Brayden Armstrong conducted 
a series of interviews with five 
of his classmates on camera for 
“School Talk,” which premiered 
last week.

The other two 30-minute 
episodes are scheduled to air at 
4:30pm Friday, May 19 and 26, 
on WEIU, a PBS member station 
based in Charleston and licensed 
to Eastern Illinois University.

Brayden said he worked with 
his parents, WEIU publicity/pro-
motions associate Ke’an Arm-
strong and chief broadcasting 

engineer Kevin Armstrong, to 
develop “School Talk” with a 
focus on a younger generation 
than those interviewed for other 
programs on this station.

“You get to know what kids 
have to say, instead of just 
adults,” Brayden said.

The sixth grader said they 
began production on this new 
program after first getting per-
mission from WEIU TV General 
Manager Jeff Owens, Jefferson 
Principal Rob Ulm and Charles-
ton School District Superinten-
dent Todd Vilardo.

Owens said “School Talk” 
fits in with WEIU TV’s mission 
of producing programs to serve 
viewers in East Central Illinois. 
He said that mission includes 
promoting community service 

through quality programming 
that engages and educates and 
through community outreach 
that has a positive impact.

Brayden said they filmed all 
of the interviews, including one 
with him as the subject, inside 
the Jefferson Elementary library 
with the help of WEIU TV pro-
ducer and director Rameen Kar-
bassioon.

“We have produced many 
programs during my time at 
WEIU since 2007, and it’s safe 
to say that ‘School Talk’ is pretty 
unique, since it’s kids talking to 
kids, and the idea came from a 
kid,” Karbassioon said.

Brayden said he ended up nar-
rowing down his list of poten-
tial interview subjects to fellow 
sixth graders Alex Carr, Meredith 

Drake, Nolan Faller, Juliana Hil-
debrand and Molly King.

The “School Talk” host said he 
felt comfortable talking to them 
because they have known each 
other as classmates since their 
days at Carl Sandburg Elemen-
tary School. Still, he said the in-
terviews, each 15-20 minutes in 
length, gave them more time to 
talk than a typical day.

“I got to know them better than 
I would from just seeing them in 
the hallways,” Brayden said.

All of their conversations 
included the advice that they 
would give to third graders from 
Carl Sandburg on making the 
transition to fourth-grade at 
Jefferson.

‘SCHOOL TALK’
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“School Talk” host Brayden Armstrong interviews fellow sixth grader Meredith Drake this spring in the Jefferson Elementary School library in 
Charleston for his new interview program on WEIU TV.
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SPRINGFIELD — Illinois’ state 
flag could undergo a redesign in 
the near future as state lawmakers 
approved legislation that would 
create a commission to decide its 
fate and make recommendations 
for a new or revised flag. 

The legislation, sponsored by 
state Sen. Doris Turner, D-Spring-
field, cleared the Illinois House on 

Wednesday on a 
72-40 vote. It pre-
viously passed the 
Senate in March. 
It would become 
law with Gov. J.B. 
Pritzker’s signa-
ture. 

The 22-per-
son commission 

would be charged with selecting 
up to 10 flag designs by Septem-
ber 2024 and submitting a report 
to the legislature by Dec. 3, 2024, 
offering a recommendation for a 
revised or new state flag.

Lawmakers let flag redesign idea fly
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The state flag of Illinois waves in Chicago in March. 

CHRISTOPHER RUGABER
Associated Press 

WASHINGTON — Stubbornly 
high inflation is dividing the Fed-
eral Reserve over how to man-
age interest rates in the coming 
months, leaving the outlook for 
the Fed’s policies cloudier than 
at any time since it unleashed a 
streak of 10 straight rate hikes 
beginning in March 2022.

Many Fed watchers expect the 
central bank’s officials to forgo 
another increase in their bench-
mark rate when they next meet 
in mid-June. Yet several of the 
officials’ recent warnings about 
inflation suggest that outcome is 
far from certain.

Fed officials 
divided on 
inflation fight
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 Sixth grader hosts an interview program on WEIU
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