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HISTORY 
Today is Friday, May 19, 
the 139th day of 2023. 
There are 226 days left in 
the year.
Today’s Highlight in 
History: On May 19, 1536, 
Anne Boleyn, the second 
wife of England’s King 
Henry VIII, was beheaded 
after being convicted of 
adultery.
On this date:
•  In 1780, a mysterious 

darkness enveloped 
much of New England 
and part of Canada in 
the early afternoon.

•  In 1921, Congress 
passed, and President 
Warren G. Harding 
signed, the Emergency 
Quota Act, which 
established national 
quotas for immigrants.

IN MEMORY
•  Catherine Marie Grace
•  Janet Ellen Henderson
Obituaries, Page A4 
To submit an obituary, 
visit obituaries.
effinghamdailynews.com. 

Today: Thunderstorm with 
a high of 81.
Tomorrow: Sunny with a 
high of 71.
Full report, Page A2
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WASHINGTON — The Supreme 
Court said Wednesday that Illinois 
can, for now, keep in place a new law 
that bars the sale of certain semi-
automatic guns and large-capacity 
magazines.

The h igh cour t  denied a n 
emergency request from people 
challenging the law, which bans so-
called assault weapons. The law’s 
opponents had asked the court to 
put the law on hold while a court 
challenge continues. The court did 
not comment and no justice publicly 
dissented.

The high court’s action comes at 
a time when gun violence has been 
heavily in the news. Since the begin-
ning of the year, 115 people have died 
in 22 mass killings — an average of 
one mass killing a week, according 
to a database maintained by The 
Associated Press and USA Today 
in a partnership with Northeastern 
University. The database counts kill-
ings involving four or more fatalities, 
not including the perpetrator. Just 
recently, on May 6, a man armed 
with an AR-15 style rifle and other 
firearms fatally shot eight people, 
including three children, at a Dallas-
area mall.

The case before the Supreme Court 
involves an Illinois state law enacted 
in January. The legislation bans the 
sale of a series of guns including the 
AR-15 and AK-47. The law also bars 
the sale of magazines that have more 
than 15 rounds of ammunition for 
handguns and more than 10 rounds 
of ammunition for a long gun.

People who legally owned the now-
barred guns and magazines ahead of 
the law’s enactment can continue to 
keep them. The guns, however, must 
be registered with law enforcement.

Nine other states and the District 
of Columbia have gun bans similar 
to the one in Illinois, according to 
the gun control group Brady, which 
tracks the legislation. California, 
Connecticut, Hawaii, New Jersey 
and New York also require registra-
tion of guns purchased prior to the 
law while four other states – Dela-
ware, Maryland, Massachusetts and 
Washington — do not.

The Illinois legislation was driven 
largely by the killing of seven peo-
ple at a 4th of July parade last year 
in the Chicago suburb of Highland 
Park. The shooter was armed with an 
AR-15 rifle and 30-round magazines.

A federal trial court in February 
declined to put the law on hold. A 
federal appeals court also declined 
to put the law on hold while the case 
continues.

The case also involves a separate 

Supreme Court 
won’t put 

Illinois gun law 
on hold while 

court challenge 
continues

NICK TAYLOR
DAILY NEWS

EFFINGHAM — The Effing-
ham Performance Center could be 
getting a makeover. The group oper-
ating the building is seeking funds 
for exterior renovations.

After voting to authorize a 
$30,000 grant for the Effingham 
Park District for improvements to 
the Hendelmeyer Park skate park 
during their meeting Tuesday, the 
Effingham City Council considered 
a request from Arts Connection of 
Central Illinois, a nonprofit organi-
zation that operates the Effingham 
Performance Center, for funds for 
renovations to the EPC.

According to Effingham Eco-
nomic Development Director Todd 
Hull, who shared the request with 
the council Tuesday, all of the pro-
posed renovations are planned for 
the exterior of the building.

Hull showed council members 
designs for the new building that 
includes new, darker paint. In addi-
tion, any damaged or cracked walls 
would be filled or repaired.

EPC seeks funding
Effingham City Council considers renovations request

PRESS RELE ASE

EFFINGHAM – The Illinois Depart-
ment of Transportation announced 
Thursday that the first phase of the 
$21.8 million Fayette Avenue recon-
struction and widening will begin 
May 30.

The critical safety and capacity proj-
ect through Effingham languished for 
years before coming to life under the 
bipartisan Rebuild Illinois capital pro-
gram.

Connecting Interstate 70 to down-

town Ef f ingham, the new and 
improved Fayette Avenue will help 
reduce congestion along a busy 
commercial corridor, increase trans-
portation options for residents and 
enhance local quality of life.

“After years of neglect and decay, I 
couldn’t be happier to announce that 
Fayette Avenue in Effingham will be 
getting a much-needed makeover — 
reducing congestion, improving safety, 
and enhancing quality of life for the 
thousands of Illinoisans who travel 

Fayette Avenue project in Effingham begins May 30

Top: The Effi ngham Performance Center
Bottom: Shown is an artist’s rendering of the proposed exterior changes to the EPC.

Shown are a few 
of the 19,000 
vehicles that travel 
down Fayette 
Avenue daily. 
Offi cials say the 
expansion project 
for this stretch of 
Fayette will alleviate 
congestion and 
make the road safer.

Andrew Adams | Daily 
NewsSee FAYETTE  on A2

See GUNS  on A2

Nick Taylor | Daily News

Effi ngham City Commissioner Larry Micenheimer speaks in 
support of plans to renovate the Effi ngham Performance Center 
during the City Council’s meeting Tuesday.See COUNCIL  on A2
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