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Rustic charm
Past is always present B4

BRENDEN MOORE
brenden.moore@lee.net 

SPRINGFIELD — Illinois’ 
state fl ag could undergo a rede-
sign in the near future as state 
lawmakers approved legislation 
that would create a commission 
to decide its fate and make rec-
ommendations for a new or re-
vised fl ag. 

The legislation, sponsored 
by state Sen. 
Doris Turner, 
D-Springfield, 
cleared the Illi-
nois House on 
Wednesday on 
a 72-40 vote. 
It previously 
passed the Sen-
ate in March. It 
would become 
law with Gov. J.B. Pritzker’s sig-
nature. 

The 22-person commission 

AMANDA SEITZ 
Associated Press 

SALISBURY, Md. — Thou-
sands of women living in rural, 
eastern Maryland have few op-
tions when they’re looking for 
someone to deliver their babies.

The local hospital doesn’t have 
an obstetrics doctor on sta�  so 
most women in this region, 
fl anked by sprawling farm fi elds 
and antique stores, turn to the 
Chesapeake Health Care clinic. 

Five of the 10 obstetricians and 
midwives at the clinic are there 
because of the National Health 
Service Corps, which promises 
to pay o�  $50,000 in medical 
school debt for every two years 
that a doctor serves working in 
rural, urban or poor areas.

“OB is frightfully di�  cult to 
recruit, and I’m not real sure ex-
actly why,” said the clinic’s chief 
medical o�  cer Dr. Lee Jennings. 
“We’re isolated, we’re in an area 
where we’re the only OB group in 
the entire area.” 

VALERIE WELLS
valerie.wells@lee.net 

 DECATUR — Jaiden Little had 
never gone fi shing before Thurs-
day, and if it weren’t for touching 
“spiny” fi sh, as he phrased it, he 
enjoyed it.

“It’s a school activity,” the 
South Shores School sixth grader 
said. “It’s fun. It’s scary.”

The Early Bird Kiwanis Club 
provides the bait and tackle, and 
o� ers the kids a 15-minute lesson 
in how to to fi sh safely. The event 
took place at Dreamland Lake in 
Fairview Park. A few brave ducks 
fl oated around the middle of the 
pond, and the fl ock of Canada 
geese watched from the shore.

“We do fi shing programs like 
this, where we invite schools and 
other groups, like I’m doing a 
program with the Boys and Girls 
Club,” said Herb Dreier, who 
is retired from the Illinois De-
partment of Natural Resources. 
The program began while he 
was working for them and he 
has continued it since retiring 
10 years ago.

“The kids come out and I talk a 
little bit about safety and I want 
them all to catch a fi sh. A lot of 
these kids have never fi shed be-
fore or touched a fi sh and it’s a 
new experience for them.”

He likes for the kids to have an 
adult family member along, and 
in the case of Thursday’s event 
with South Shores, the school 
sent home permission slips 
and specifi ed that the children 
needed to bring a grandparent 
or relative in that age group, not 
a parent or a sibling. Volunteers 
and members of Early Bird Ki-
wanis were available to substi-
tute if a student’s grandparents 

weren’t able to participate.
Jaiden’s grandmother, Shon-

trale Williams, accompanied 
him. She has fi shed before her-
self and once took some young 
family members to a fi sh mar-
ket in her former hometown of 
Chicago, without realizing how 
it would a� ect them. Employ-
ees kill and clean the fi sh after 
a customer chooses what they 
want and the kids were horrifi ed.

“They said, ‘We’re not go-
ing to eat that!’” Williams said, 
chuckling. “I don’t know what I 
was thinking.”

She said she was “amazed” 
that Jaiden wanted to partici-
pate.

“I’m kind of glad he did be-
cause it can teach them patience 
and discipline,” she said. “We’re 
going to make a habit out of 
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Bambi Miller helps Brielle Miller, 5, hold a fi sh she caught during the fi shing day hosted by the Early Bird Kiwanis Club at Dreamland Lake in 
Fairview Park in Decatur on Thursday.
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EDUCATION | FISHING

South Shores students 
learn to fish with 
Early Bird Kiwanis

Early Bird Kiwanis Club member John Pulley and Tatrian Leonard, 9, release a fi sh back into Dreamland Lake 
during the fi shing day in Fairview Park in Decatur on Thursday. “We’re like fi shing buddies!” said Leonard.

Jennifer Monteith helps her granddaughter Alaina Wilson, 9, reel in a 
bluegill during the fi shing day.

  Watch the South Shores School fi shing trip by 
pointing your smartphone camera at the QR code 
and tapping the link.

Please see FISHING, Page A3

Please see DOCTORS, Page A3

Please see FLAG, Page A3
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