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Downtown Belleville wel-
comes Art on the Square back
for its 21st annual event this
weekend, May 19-21.
This year, 102 national artists

from 33 states are featured in
the annual art festival. The art
includes works in glass, ceram-
ics, mixed media, painting,
drawing/printmaking, photog-
raphy, sculpture, jewelry, fine
craft, digital & graphic design
and wood.
Not only can attendees shop

for art to decorate the home or
office, they can also enjoy the

live entertainment, tasty food
and wine, and artist demonstra-
tions.
And there are activities for

the kids too.
Hours are 4-9 p.m. Friday,

May 19, 10 a.m. to 7 p.m. Sat-
urday, May 20, and 11 a.m. to 5
p.m. Sunday, May 21. Art on
the Square is free and open to
the public.
No pets are allowed, so

please leave the fur babies at
home.
Here is what’s in store for the

weekend.

THE FOOD
Café on the Square includes a

variety of eats and drinks from

local establishments that in-
clude:

A BEAST Craft BBQ
A Oma Gisi German Bakery
A Pour @322 Coffeehouse
A Quintessential Nutrition
Fresh Juices and Smoothies

A Roy-el Catering
A Swiney Ribbers BBQ and
More

A White Cottage Ice Cream and
More

A Zapata’s Mexican Restaurant

ENTERTAINMENT AT THE
WINE COURT
Live entertainment on the

Wine Court stage is on the

schedule for the weekend on
the corner of East Main Street
and 23 Public Square.
Friday, May 19

A 5-9 p.m. Louis Michael Trio

Saturday, May 20

A 11 a.m. to 1:45 p.m. Don
James and Friends

A 2:15-5 p.m. Anita Rosamond
Band

A 5:30-7 p.m. The Philosophers

Sunday, May 21

A 11 a.m. to 1:45 p.m.
Truttman-Wooley Duo

A 2:15-5 p.m. Street Corner
Serenade

CHILDREN’S ART GARDEN
The Children’s Art Garden is

located on the northwest corner
of North Illinois and West Main
streets. Hours are 11 a.m. to 4

Belleville

Visitors view works by John Scanlan at his “Windows to the World” exhibit during the 19th annual Art on the Square in downtown Belleville.

Art on the Square in
Belleville starts Friday
BY JENNIFER GREEN
jgreen@bnd.com
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An eighth victim of the May 1
dust storm that triggered a rash
of fiery crashes on Interstate-55
near Farmersville has been
identified.
Illinois State Police said Ruth

M. Rau, 81, of Sorento, Illinois,
died in a hospital Wednesday
due to injuries she sustained in
the crash.
At least 72 vehicles were in-

volved in crashes when wind
gusts up to 45 mph and dust
from surrounding agricultural
fields combined to reduce vis-
ibility on the highway between
mile markets 72 and 78. Thirty-
seven people were transported
to area hospitals with injuries
ranging from minor to life-

threatening, state police said.
Eight people have died. In

addition to Rau, they include:

A Shirley Harper, 88-year-old
from Franklin, Wisconsin

A Joseph Bates, 73-year-old from
Crystal Lake, Illinois

A Donna Bates, 71-year-old from
Crystal Lake, Illinois

A Earl LeGrand, 64-year-old
from Florissant, Missouri

A Michael Zinchuk, 55-year-old
from Champaign, Illinois

A Amy Zinchuk, 54-year-old
from Champaign, Illinois

A Otto Medina-Salazar,
58-year-old from Carthage,
Missouri

The investigation into the
crash is ongoing, according to
state police.

Eighth victim of I-55
dust storm crashes
is identified
Belleville News-Democrat

Illinois State Police

Eight people died in a series of crashes during a dust storm on Interstate 55 near Farmersville on May 1.

So as you probably already
know, Art on the Square takes
place this weekend in down-
town Belleville.
If you’ve never been to the

event, not only are you missing
out on some fabulous art –
which is really pretty great – you
are also missing out on some
tasty food opportunities.
The annual event includes

Café n the Square, an area ded-
icated to food and beverages
from various local establish-
ments.
According to the Art on the

Square website, this year’s Café
on the Square will include:

BEAST CRAFT BBQ
Located at 20 South Belt West

in Belleville, BEAST Craft BBQ is
back again this year for the an-
nual art fair. Menu items will
include:

A Pork sliders topped with slaw;
A Brisket sliders topped with
pickled onion;

A Brussel sprouts with pork
belly;

A Excel Lucky Club Soda, Excel
Ski and bottled water.

OMA GISI’S GERMAN
BAKERY
Oma Gisi’s German Bakery is

located at 310 N. Madison St. in
Kinmundy. You may have en-
joyed these delightful baked
goods – savory and sweet – at
other local events, including the
previous Art on the Square
events, Belleville Christkindl-
markt and Oktoberfests
throughout the area.
These delightful treats are on

the menu:

A German apple strudel;

Cafe on
the Square:
Places to eat
and drink
at iconic
art show
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