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By Emily Pearce
Daily News staff writer

Caretakers of the now-
defunct St. Ignatius Hospital 
are sometimes apprehensive 
of the ghosts that purportedly 
reside within the building, 
but uninvited visitors like 
burglars have added another 
layer of unease to the eerie 
institution. 

Guardians of St. Ignatius 
were set back over the week-

end when 
four individu-
als broke into 
and stole from 
the hospital. 
Burglars 
allegedly 
helped them-
selves to 
thousands of 
dollars’ worth 

of ghost detection equipment, 
as well as items from the gift 
shop. The incident impacted 
ghost tours scheduled for 
the week, and preservation 
projects planned for the near 
future. 

Whitman County Sheriff 
Brett Myers said a woman 
and three men were accused 
of burglarizing St. Ignatius 
last Friday evening. He said 
a little over $3,000 worth of 
ghost monitoring equipment 
was taken from the institu-
tion, and items from the gift 
shop. K2 meters and EDI 

Owners 
perplexed 
by haunted 
hospital 
burglary

By Laura Guido
For the Daily News

The Idaho State Board of 
Education voted unanimous-
ly Thursday to approve the 
University of Idaho’s request to 
take the first steps to acquire 
the University of Phoenix.

Idaho’s land grant univer-
sity proposed creating a not-
for-profit organization, called 
NewU, in order to acquire the 
longstanding and controversial 
online higher education institu-
tion, the University of Phoenix. 
The board’s decision to allow 
the formation of the entity and 
to give it authority to pursue 

the transaction came one day 
after UI publicly announced the 
proposal.

The decision was made 
with no opportunity for public 
input. Because the negotiations 
were subject to a nondisclosure 
agreement, most UI faculty 
and staff didn’t know about the 
proposal until it was announced 
Wednesday afternoon.

The state education board, 
which also serves as the uni-
versity’s board of regents, was 
aware of the proposal, and held 
three executive sessions on 
March 22, April 25 and May 
15 to discuss it, according to 
Thursday’s meeting materials. 

Board members spoke 
positively about the opportunity 
to reach more adult students, 
especially as enrollment in 
higher education is anticipated 
to decline.

Idaho State Board of 
Education signs off on 
plan to purchase the 
University of Phoenix

UI gets OK to pursue purchase
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Visitors take a stroll through Lawson Gardens on a sunny afternoon in Pullman.

THROUGH THE GREEN

Zach Wilkinson/Daily News
University of Idaho President Scott Green speaks to a crowd during an 
event in 2022. The university will attempt to purchase the University of 
Phoenix after gaining approval from the Idaho State Board of Education 
on Thursday. See PURCHASE, Page 3A

By Eric Barker
For the Daily News

Washington is seeking public 
comments on a draft proposal 
that would reclassify wolves 
from endangered to sensitive in 
the Evergreen State. 

The change, known as a 
downlisting, would have no 
effect on the federal status of 
wolves in Washington. Nor 
would it change state-based 
protections for wolves. Instead, 
Julia Smith, wolf policy lead for 
the Washington Department of 
Fish and Wildlife, said the pro-
posed downlisting reflects the 
change in wolf numbers over 
the past four decades. 

The animals were listed 

under the State Endangered 
Species Act in 1980. At that 
time there were no known 
wolves residing in the state. 
Now, Washington is home to 
a minimum estimate of 216 
wolves, including 37 packs and 
26 breeding pairs. 

“This is just aligning the wolf 
status with where they actually 
are in recovery,” she told the 
Tribune in a phone interview.

Wolf protections are 
complicated in 
Washington. 
Wolves in the 
western two 
thirds of the 
state are listed 
as threatened 
by the federal 
government 
under the 
Endangered 
Species Act. 
Wolves 
in 
the 

eastern third of the state are 
not federally protected. But 
Washington protects wolves 
across the entire state as a state 
endangered species. 

Under Washington law, the 
endangered classification means 
a species is “seriously threat-
ened with extinction throughout 
all or a significant portion of its 
range.” Sensitive means a spe-
cies is “vulnerable or declining 
and likely to become endan-
gered or threatened in a signifi-
cant portion of its range without 
cooperative management or 

removal of threats.” 

State considers 
delisting animals from 
endangered status, 
saying protections 
wouldn’t change

Washington mulls wolf downgrade

By Anthony Kuipers
Daily News staff writer

Two proposals have been 
submitted to develop a mixed-
use building on the corner of 
Sixth and Jackson streets in 
downtown Moscow.

The Moscow Urban 
Renewal Agency requested pro-
posals for the property known 
as Legacy Crossing earlier this 
year after it ended negotiations 
with developer Rusty Olps, 
who tried unsuccessfully to 
establish a mixed-use building 
there. 

There have been multiple 
attempts in recent years to 
not only construct a mixed-use 
building on this land, but to con-
nect it to the university’s Hello 
Walk, a pathway that begins at 
the UI Administration Building.

The new proposals come 
from three members of the 
local business community. 
George Skandalos and Carly 
Lilly submitted one proposal, 
and Aaron Rench submitted 
the other.

Lilly and Skandalos, who 
own multiple Moscow restau-
rants and the Moscow Hotel 
building, were selected by 
MURA to develop the Sixth 
and Jackson corner in 2015. 
However, rising costs made the 
project financially unfeasible 
and they did not go forward 
with it.

New proposals 
crop up for Sixth 
and Jackson corner 
in Moscow, tied 
to UI pathway 

Two ideas arise for 
mixed-use building

Thousands of 
dollars’ worth of 
equipment stolen 
from now-defunct 
St. Ignatius Hospital 

 To see 
video of the 
people who 
allegedly 
broke into 
St. Ignatius, 
check out 
dnews.com.
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