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The Lake Radio 
Control Aviation 
Club is asking the 
community for help 
in finding a suitable 
flying field for the 
club to continue 
to fly their planes 
and serve the 
community.

The club — 
which has been 
in existence in 
Sandpoint for 
almost 20 years — is 
facing the risk of 
becoming extinct 
because they soon 
will no longer have 
a flying field to 
continue using. For 
the past four years, 
the city of Ponderay 
has allowed them 
to operate on the 
unused Field of 
Dreams in the 
McGhee Sports 
Complex. However, 
with the onset 
of Phase I of the 
construction project 
at this site, the club 
is being forced to 
find another field to 
operate from.

“The club’s 
leadership is eager 
to meet and discuss 
with any individual 
or organization 
regarding any 
land that may be 
suitable so [we] 
may continue as a 
club and continue 
to serve Sandpoint’s 
youth and the 
surrounding area,” 
said Rick Langlois, 
the club’s contact 
person.

Call Langlois at 
406-425-2609 with 
any information 
regarding potential 
areas the club may 
be able to utilize.

Aviation 
club 

seeking 
new field 

to fly 
from

The Bonner County Fair 
Board plans to reject a nearly 
$500,000 grant to build a 
proposed RV campground on 
a disputed parcel between the 
fairgrounds and the Bonner 
County Sheriff’s Office.

“At this time, we have not 
had the opportunity to be a part 
of the planning for the proposed 
RV campground,” fair board 
members said in a letter posted 
to social media. “Therefore, the 
board voted to send a letter to 
[Idaho Parks and Recreation] 

and the [Bonner County 
commissioners] informing them 
that the grant was not in our 
planning.”

The fair board contended 
the process did not follow 
Idaho Code for fairgrounds, 
preventing their involvement.

“We hope you, as the 
community, understand why 
we cannot accept the grant and 
be a part of it at this point and 
time,” board members said in 
the letter.

Bonner County received 
the Idaho Parks and 
Recreation grant in mid-2022 
for improvements to land 

adjacent to the Bonner County 
Fairgrounds for the construction 
of an RV campground. A 
reimbursement grant, Bonner 
County will initially have to 
initially pay for the project but 
will be paid back by IDPR once 
the project is completed.

However, the topic has been 
a big point of contention in 
recent months as critics say the 
land has been unofficially set 
aside for a new justice center, 
as the county jail also sits 
on a piece of land next to the 
disputed parcel.

In response to the fair 
board’s letter, former District 

3 commissioner Dan McDonald 
— who was on the board of 
commissioners throughout the 
grant application process — said 
the statement that the fair board 
has not been involved is false.

“The planning at every 
stage involved the fair board, 
who were not only briefed but 
asked questions,” he wrote in 
a comment to the post. “Why 
would the fair board choose to 
lie about that? And the claim 
the grant was not planned for is 
also false.”

Fair board denies RV campground grant
By LAUREN REICHENBACH
Staff Writer

SANDPOINT — A bid 
for post-conviction relief 
by a former Bonner 
County man serving a 

25-year 
prison 
term for 
killing 
his wife 
and 
trying to 
pass her 
death 
off as a 
suicide 
has been 
rejected 
by the 

Idaho Court of Appeals.
Stephen Matthew 

Lott, 54, had appealed a 
district court dismissal 
of his petition, claiming 
prosecutorial misconduct 
and his trial counsel was 
ineffective in a variety of 
ways.

However, in an 
unpublished ruling 
written by Judge David 
W. Gratton, the Idaho 
Court of Appeals ruled 
the district court did 
not err in dismissing 
the petition for post-
conviction relief. Also 
hearing the case were 
Judge Molly J. Huskey 
and Judge Amanda K. 
Brailsford.

Lott, 54, was indicted 
by a grand jury in 2018 
on charges of first-
degree murder in the 
death of his ex-wife 
Christine (née Kucera) 
Lott and failing to notify 
authorities of the death 
in order to conceal a 
crime. Christine Lott 
disappeared in 2004 
and Stephen Lott gave 
shifting accounts of what 
happened to her over the 
next 12 years.

He entered mediation 
to resolve the case and 
subsequently entered 

Appeals 
court 

upholds Lott 
sentence

By CAROLINE LOBSINGER
Staff Writer

Lott
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SANDPOINT — A Lake Pend 
Oreille School District child 
nutrition manager has been 
recognized as not just a “School 
Lunch Hero,” but has received 
national honors as well.

Angela Hentges, the child 
nutrition coordinator at 
Washington Elementary School, 
was named 2023 Western 
Region Manager of the Year by 
the national nonprofit School 
Nutrition Association.

Presented by the national 
nonprofit School Nutrition 
Association, the award recognizes 
the dedication, ingenuity, and 

compassion shown by cafeteria 
managers who have excelled in 
providing high-quality, nutritious 
meals to students throughout the 
school year. 

Given in honor of Louise 
Sublette, the Manager of the Year 
Award is meant to recognize 
a leader in school nutrition in 
both the state organization and 
the National School Nutrition 
Association. 

During her 43 years in the 
profession, Sublette worked in 
many areas of food service — 
public schools, colleges, hospitals 
and elderly feeding programs. She 
dedicated her career to honoring 
school nutrition professionals 
and ensuring those who work 

in school cafeterias have access 
to professional development 
opportunities, empowering 
them to help their school meal 
programs flourish.

In a press release from SNA, 
Hentges is described as someone 
to take special care to get to know 
each student coming through 
the school meal lines, ensuring 
students feel important, included 
and welcome in the cafeteria. 
Caring for the success of the school 
nutrition program Hentges said she 
is always open to suggestions and 
ideas to improve nutrition services 
and cares about her students.

Hentges honored as 
‘School Lunch Hero’

Angela Hentges is crowned by Washington Elementary School students, in honor of “School Lunch Hero 
Day” and her recent award as the 2023 Western Region Manager of the Year by the School Nutrition 
Association.

Photo courtesy LAKE PEND OREILLE SCHOOL DISTRICT

By BEAUX WHITE EAGLE
Staff Writer

Named 2023 Western Region Manager of the Year by School Nutrition Association

See HENTGES, A2
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