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Run to a record
Iowa City High sets record in boys’ 3,200 relay
Sports, 1B

By Erin Jordan, The Gazette

C EDAR RAPIDS— Jean Weber wanted to literally
smooth the way for premature babies.

The neonatal intensive care unit nurse noticed
when she wheeled an infant in an incubator bed

from the delivery room at UnityPoint Health-St. Luke’s
Hospital into the elevator to take the baby to the NICU, the
ridges where the elevator door closes caused the 300-pound
bed to bump and rumble.

“Every time I wheeled a baby across that I cringed,” We-
ber said. “I would think, ‘What is that baby hearing?’”

Weber went to St. Luke’s medical innovation laboratory,
called “generate,” where she developed a device that spans
the elevator entrance, keeping the doors open and creating
a smooth ramp across the threshold. She’s now refining the
tool with a single piece of plastic for stability and handles
so practitioners can position it without having to touch the
floor.

St. Luke’s staff, patients create

Kyle Spading (right) of Fairfax explains his combination stylus/medication holder that he developed at the generate lab at UnityPoint Health-St. Luke’s
Hospital to Jose Gomez-Marquez (center), co-founder of Boston-based MakerHealth, and Nursing Research and Innovation Coordinator Rose Hedges,
Wednesday during a Maker Faire at the hospital in Cedar Rapids. Spading, a former tight end for the Iowa Hawkeyes, injured his neck and spine in
a crash in 2011. The stylus allows Spading to use his phone and tablet as well as discreetly take medication. (Jim Slosiarek photos/The Gazette)

Anna Young (left), co-founder of MakerHealth in Boston, gets
some pointers Wednesday from LifeGuard flight paramedic
Christopher Barkalow as she practices applying suction to a
simulated patient during a Maker Faire at UnityPoint Health-St.
Luke’s Hospital. LifeGuard flight nurse Cody Mefferd came up
with the device to add realism to training exercises.

MEDICAL
DEVICES
Some patents pending, other ideas shared freely
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Ranking ‘reflects the strong
relationship with our patients’

By Vanessa Miller, The Gazette

IOWA CITY—A new report
ranks University of Iowa Health
Care as the second “most trusted
health care brand” in the country.

The report from an indepen-
dent consultant ranked more
than 200 hospital and health care
brands across 64 markets using
feedback frommore than 25,000
consumers.

UIHC garnered positive feed-
back from 81 percent of respon-
dents, placing it just behind Em-
ory Healthcare’s 82 percent and
ahead of other esteemed health
care enterprises like Northwest-
ern Medicine and the Mayo Clinic,
which earned 79 percent; Johns
Hopkins Medicine, achieving 77
percent; and Cedars Sinai, Uni-
versity of Chicago Medicine and
Duke Health, which placed farther
down the list.

“Being named a most trusted
health care brand is an honor
that reflects the strong relation-
ship with our patients, many of

UI Health Care
2nd on list of
‘trusted health
care brands’
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This probably won’t be the last we
see of the smoke this summer

By Brittney J. Miller, The Gazette

Has the sky looked a bit hazy to
you lately? Have sunsets seemed a
bit off? You’re not imagining it —
northern wildfires are the culprit.

Wildfires began to sprout in
Alberta, Canada, in early May,
bolstered by unusually warm dry
weather and strong winds. The
province declared a state of emer-
gency on May 6 as more blazes
erupted. As of May 10, 136 wild-
fires burned throughout Canada
— 31 of which were uncontrolled
at the time. More than 29,000 resi-
dents have since evacuated Alber-
ta and the neighboring province
British Columbia.

The resulting smoke from the
blazes has wafted over much of
the northern U.S. It started notice-
ably clouding Iowa skies around
Tuesday, creating cloudlike cover
and red, hazy sunsets. That smoke
was between 15,000 and 20,000 feet
in the air.

But as another round rolls
through the state, it will be closer
to the ground — and, as a result,
bring more of a health risk. The
smoke started fanning across
northwest Iowa Thursday morn-
ing.

“We've had smoke in the sum-
mer several years in a row” prior
to last summer, said meteorologist

Smoke from
Canadian
wildfires
covers Iowa
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State-funded child care expands, as
do parent work requirements and
payments to child care centers

By Erin Murphy, Gazette Des Moines Bureau

FORT DODGE— Participation in
Iowa’s state-funded child care assis-
tance program is projected to increase
15 percent, thanks to an expansion of
eligibility signed into law Thursday by
Gov. Kim Reynolds.

The new law raises the eligibility

threshold for state-funded child care
assistance from 145 percent of the fed-
eral poverty level to 160 percent. That
means a family of four with a house-
hold income of up to $48,000 would be
eligible for help.

That increase will apply to more
than 2,600 children, according to pro-
jections from the Legislative Services
Agency, the state’s nonpartisan fiscal
analysis agency.

The new law increases howmuch
the government reimburses child care
providers.

And it increases the number of
hours that most adults in the child
care assistance programmust work
each week or participate in an educa-
tion program.

Reynolds signed the bill into law
during a ceremony at ChildCare Dis-
covery Center in Fort Dodge, flanked
by children who attend the day care
center. She called it “an important bill
that will help expand access to high
quality child care.”

Reynolds says law boosts child care, workforce
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