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Blowe wins gold 
Akron-Westfield junior takes first 
in shot at state meet.   SPORTS, B1

Morningside Days
Photos of the parade.   LOCAL, A5
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LISA MASCARO
Associated Press

WASHINGTON — Negotiators from the 
White House labored Thursday over the U.S. 
debt limit with House Speaker Kevin Mc-
Carthy’s emissaries at the Capitol, grinding 
through a second day of head-to-head talks 
trying to strike a budget deal to avert a loom-
ing economic crisis.

With hopes for a break-
through as soon as this week-
end, President Joe Biden 
and McCarthy tapped their 
top representatives to work 
out a deal after talks with a 
larger contingent stalled out. 
Brown bags of lunchtime 
snacks were delivered to the 
stately room, signaling the 
slog ahead.

Upbeat, McCarthy said 
it was important to have 
an “agreement in princi-
ple” by this weekend if they 
hope to get to a House vote 
next week. That would leave 
enough time for the Senate to 
act, too, ahead of a deadline 
as soon as June 1.

“Everyone’s working hard,” McCarthy told 
reporters at the Capitol.

The White House team also appeared up-
beat as they entered the building, but de-
clined to comment and departed two hours 
later. They were expected to be back at it on 
Friday and into the weekend.

“This does not have to be a crisis,” Vice 

Debt limit 
negotiators 
rush for deal
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TOP: Boys fl ing buckets of water 
while helping wash the street at 

the start a parade as Orange City 
celebrates its Dutch heritage during 
Tulip Festival activities on Thursday. 

The city’s annual festival continues 
through Saturday.

RIGHT: Tulip Festival queen 
Amanda Hulstein talks to the crowd 
as Orange City Mayor Deb De Haan 

and queen attendants look on 
during Tulip Festival activities on 

Thursday.

MARGERY A. BECK 
Associated Press 

A legislative committee has 
fi nally advanced a bill to comply 
with a voter ID requirement ap-
proved by Nebraska voters last 
November, but with infi ghting 
among Republicans, it’s unclear 
whether lawmakers have time to 
pass the bill before the session 
ends early next month. 

The bill, introduced by Re-
publican Sen. Julie Slama, was 
advanced from the Government, 
Military and Veterans A� airs 
Committee on Wednesday after 
being amended to focus on photo 
IDs. Slama had sought more 
far-reaching requirements, in-
cluding verifi cation of voters’ cit-
izenship, notarization of mail-in 
ballots and audits of witness 

signatures for 
mail-in ballots.

The amended 
version would al-
low a wide array 
of photo iden-
tifi cation voters 
could present at 
the polls, such as 
passports, driver’s 

licenses, military and tribal IDs 
and Nebraska college IDs. Even 
expired IDs would be allowed as 
long as they have the voter’s name 
and photo. Residents of hospitals, 
nursing homes and assisted living 
centers would be able to use pa-
tient documents that include a 
photo.

Those voting by mail would be 
allowed to include the number 
from their driver’s license or state 
ID card or a copy of an accepted 
document. Voters who show up 
without a photo ID could cast a 
provisional ballot but would have 
to present a valid ID to election 

o�  cials within a 
week for the vote 
to be counted. 
Some rare photo 
ID exceptions 
would also be 
made, such as for 
those with reli-
gious objections 
to being photo-

graphed. 
The amended version drew 

sharp criticism from Slama, who 
labeled it “fraud-friendly” with 
“no real ID requirements.” She 
blamed Republican Nebraska Sec-
retary of State Bob Evnen, saying 
his o�  ce tipped “the scales in 
favor of his unconstitutional 
amendment.”

“Evnen’s o�  ce obstructed this 
process every step of the way,” 
Slama said. “I’m going to fi ght on 
behalf of the voters to stop this 
abomination.”

She has introduced an amend-
ment to restore much of her orig-

inal proposal.
Evnen has been 

a popular target 
among those who 
believe persistent 
conspiracy the-
ories that elec-
tions in 2020 were 
rigged.

Evnen, who has 
advocated for a voter photo ID law, 
defended his o�  ce’s work on the 
bill. Nebraska already verifi es cit-
izenship of voters when they reg-
ister to vote, and Slama’s bill re-
quiring further citizenship checks 
would violate federal law, he said.

“Senator Slama’s bill appears 
to have the e� ect of suppressing 
the votes of rural voters,” Evnen 
said in a written statement. “I 
have repeatedly said that I would 
not support a bill that suppresses 
voting. Senator Slama’s bill also 
appears to violate the equal pro-
tection clause of the U.S. Con-
stitution. Again, such provisions 

help no one.” 
The committee’s chair, Sen. 

Tom Brewer, of Gordon, said at 
the beginning of the legislative 
session that the committee would 
likely take parts from the various 
bills and craft its own bill to ad-
vance to the full Legislature. He 
said Wednesday that the com-
mittee moved ahead with a more 
moderate voter ID proposal with 
only 10 days left in this year’s ses-
sion and after weeks of being un-
able to reach a compromise with 
those who wanted to make more 
stringent requirements.

Voter ID measures have been 
approved in a number of Republi-
can-controlled states nationwide. 
Nebraska Republicans’ previous 
e� orts to do so in the o�  cially 
nonpartisan Legislature were 
unable to overcome opponents 
who said such voter ID laws are 
meant to discourage voter turnout 

Nebraska voter ID bill advances
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jeopardized legislation
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