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“I haven’t been this excited since I got my first bicycle!”
The portable, folding, battery-powered chair that offers easy  
one-handed operation

My Zoomer is a delight to ride! It has increased my mobility 
in my apartment, my opportunities to enjoy the-out-of-doors, 
and enabled me to visit the homes of my children for longer 
periods of time. The various speeds of it match my need 
for safety, it is easy to turn, and  am most pleased with the 
freedom of movement it gives me.

Sincerely, A. Macon, Williamsburg, VA

Ready to get your own Zoomer? 
We’d love to talk to you.

Call now toll free and order  
one today!

855-270-0988

The Zoomer Chair is a personal electric vehicle and not a medical device nor wheelchair. It is not intended for medical purposes to provide mobility to persons restricted to a sitting 
position. It is not covered by Medicare nor Medicaid.  © 2023 Journey Health and Lifestyle.

Please mention code 601641 when ordering.

Iowa City police have announced an
additional arrest following an investiga-
tion of a downtown shooting. 

Authorities connected Marquel
Poole, 22, of West Des Moines, to a vio-
lent incident that occurred in the late
night hours of May 13 at the Clock Tower
Parking ramp in Iowa City. 

Poole, 22, is seen on video obtained
by local authorities handing a fi�rearm to
Alexander O. Voudhivong, who alleged-
ly used the weapon to shoot a victim

sometime after 11 p.m. Saturday night,
causing serious injuries.

Poole, according to court records, is a
felon which prohibits him from pos-
sessing a fi�rearm. He was subsequently
arrested Wednesday evening for domin-
ion control of a fi�rearm by a felon. 

Voudhivong, of Iowa City, was arrest-
ed by local offi�cers Monday afternoon
for allegedly shooting a victim May 13
without justifi�cation. 

He allegedly fl�ed the scene of the
crime near the intersection of Iowa Ave-
nue and Gilbert Street and changed 

Video shows man handing gun to alleged shooter
Brandon Hurley
Iowa City Press-Citizen

USA TODAY NETWORK

Iowa City Police
officers investigate
the scene of a
shooting early
Sunday at the corner
of Gilbert Street and
Iowa Avenue in Iowa
City. The University
of Iowa issued a
HawkAlert just
before midnight
related to the
incident.
JOSEPH CRESS/
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See SHOOTING, Page 2A

Until recently, I was a Lego skeptic.
Good for the little kids maybe, I

thought.
But adults?
Then one day at my niece’s home in

Wisconsin, I noticed the dining room ta-
ble was rendered useless for meals by
her husband’s latest Lego project. The
space was literally overrun by a huge
5,000-piece replica of the giant Imperial
Star Destroyer from “Star Wars,” half as-
sembled.

Back in Iowa at the North Liberty
home of a friend’s daughter, I spied a
fi�ve-foot-tall lighted Lego replica of the
Eiff�el Tower looming next to the living
room fi�replace. Her kids are four and
seven and their only contribution to this
project was knocking it over by accident
−� twice. We’re talking a whopping 10,001
pieces.

These big adult Lego sets do not
come cheap. You can spend $240 to as-
semble the Ghostbusters car or $550 to
assemble the Roman Colosseum.

OK, I thought. To each his own.
But then last Christmas, I spent time

with my nine-year-old grandson as-
sembling his Ninjago Ninja Dojo Tem-
ple. In truth, I was his clueless assistant.

“Don’t work ahead, Grandpa,” he

warned me when I got impatient at the
pace and started pawing at the various
sacks full of parts. “You have to follow
the directions in order.”

The directions, of course, are word-
less. You see only the universal lan-
guage of step-by-step images and ar-
rows which, if you study them closely
enough, are clearly followable, even
for this aging brain. I became amazed
at not only how perfect everything in
the detailed Lego kit snapped together,
but also my grandson’s skills.

He happily whipped through this
project, whistling and humming as he
worked, quickly identifying the tiny
shape diff�erences or distinguishing 

‘Everyone is just 
a kid at heart’

When you are overrun by Lego projects, you end up building a neighborhood, according to Andrew Frisbie of Iowa City.
He’s got a basement full of 560 different Lego kits he has assembled over the past 35 years. DICK HAKES/FOR THE PRESS-CITIZEN

Adults are taking over Lego, even in assisted living centers

Taking Liberties
Dick Hakes

Guest columnist

See LEGO, Page 3A

Florida Gov. Ron DeSantis has had a
meteoric rise in the Republican Party.
After cementing his status as a national
fi�gure during the pandemic, the gover-
nor turned his focus to education pol-
icy. 

The governor’s plan for Florida’s
schools spans detailed reviews of
classroom reading materials and re-
strictions on how sexuality and race
can be discussed with students.

As DeSantis gears up for a rumored
presidential run, here’s a look at his ef-
forts to remake education in the Sun-
shine State so far:

The Stop WOKE Act

The Stop WOKE Act, passed in 2022,
was a sweeping legislative action
aimed at limiting the way gender and
race are discussed in classrooms and
workplaces.

The legislation prohibits instruction
stating that a person’s race or sex
makes them inherently biased or that a
person is responsible for the actions of
their sex or race throughout history. 

Used since the early-to-mid-20th
century by Black Americans to signal
an awareness of social and racial injus-
tice, “woke” has been co-opted by the
GOP as a term for progressive ideology. 

While there is no broad consensus
across the GOP of what “woke” means,
its so-called presence in academic in-
stitutions is a popular point of attack
for political hopefuls. 

“It’s kind of this lumping together of
anybody whose views could be con-
strued as being progressive on issues
related to identity and civil rights,” An-
dra Gillespie, a political scientist at
Emory University in Georgia, told USA
TODAY. 

‘Don’t Say Gay’ bill

One of DeSantis’ most high-profi�le 

DeSantis
takes aim
at public
education
Florida governor wants
to transform schools 

Anna Kaufman
USA TODAY

See DESANTIS, Page 5A


