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HURDLING TOWARD THE
FINISH AT DRAKE STADIUM

Dallas Center-Grimes’ Mara Redenius runs a girls shuttle hurdle relay preliminary race at the Iowa High

School Track and Field Championships at Drake Stadium on Thursday. The three-day state meet continues

Friday and concludes Saturday. Coverage in Sports ZACH BOYDEN-HOLMES/THE REGISTER

More Iowa families will be eligible
for child care assistance payments
under a bill signed Thursday by Gov.
Kim Reynolds.

Surrounded by kids at a Fort Dodge
child care center, Reynolds said the
bill would ”help expand access to
high-quality child care.”

The law increases income limits
for the state assistance program. But
a child’s parent or guardian must
work or participate in an approved
educational or training program for
32 hours a week to qualify — four
hours more than previously required.

Democratic lawmakers criticized
the addi-
tional
hours.

“I’m real-
ly disap-
pointed
that, when
we do just
one slightly
positive
thing, the
governor
slaps anoth-
er work re-
quirement
on young
families,”
Sen. Janet

Petersen, D-Des Moines, said in May
2 fl�oor debate.

Democrats supported the legisla-
tion regardless, passing the bill with
near-unanimous support.

Reynolds told reporters Thursday
that the work requirement increase
was ”really, really minimal” and
meant to address the workforce
shortage in Iowa.

How many more children will be
enrolled?

The new eligibility requirements
will increase monthly enrollment in
the program by about 2,656 children,
according to an estimate from the
nonpartisan Legislative Services
Agency. Currently, an average of
17,680 children receive child care as-
sistance.

Iowa’s child care centers will re-
ceive a larger stipend for accepting
those kids. The law increases the re-
imbursement rates to 65% to 80% of
the market rate.

The Legislative Services Agency
predicts the average monthly cost per
child will be $464 — up $51 from the
current average.

“Child care centers will be better
positioned to again recruit and retain
a stable workforce to serve families,”
Reynolds said.

Who qualifi�es for child care
assistance in Iowa?

Families with an income that is
160% of the federal poverty level or
less will be eligible for child care 
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Amid an enrollment decline and fail-
ure to meet loan requirements, Upper
Iowa University is cutting staff� and
planning to close some satellite cam-
puses.

According to an Iowa Workforce De-
velopment notice posted May 10, school
administrators laid off� 22 employees at
the private liberal arts college’s main
campus in Fayette. Spokesperson An-
drew Wenthe said in an email that the
university will cut another 15 jobs as it
closes its campuses in Illinois and Wis-
consin.

The cuts are tied to the school’s April
27 announcement that it would dis-
band seven sports teams at the end of
May. Upper Iowa will stop competing in
men’s and women’s bowling, men’s
cross country, men’s indoor and out-
door track and fi�eld, women’s tennis
and shotgun sports.

The cuts come amid a drop in college
enrollment across the country, particu-
larly after the COVID-19 pandemic. Up-
per Iowa’s layoff�s also follow the March
28 announcement that Iowa Wesleyan
University, a private college in Mount
Pleasant with about 800 students, will
close at the end of this year.

“Signifi�cant growth in higher educa-
tion is unlikely in the immediate fu-
ture,” Wenthe said. “Like many indus-
tries, higher education is evolving at a
rapid pace, as are the needs and 

Upper Iowa University cuts staff�, is
closing campuses in Illinois, Wisconsin
School’s enrollment has
dropped 36% since 2016
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Upper Iowa University, which has its main campus in Fayette, is closing its
campuses in Illinois and Wisconsin. UPPER IOWA UNIVERSITY

Iowa Wesleyan University, in Mount Pleasant, is closing May 31. 
ZACH BOYDEN-HOLMES/THE REGISTERSee UPPER IOWA, Page 3A


