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Regents approve new athletic director

He’s waited 11 years be-
tween jobs as an athletic di-
rector, and on his flight to 
Hawaii he was in a middle 
seat for 11 hours.

Another three hours re-
sulting in a divided vote of 
confidence but enough to 

get the job?
No sweat.
Craig Angelos was ap-

proved as the new athletic 
director of the University of 
Hawaii on Thursday, but not 
before some “robust discus-
sion” by the UH Board of Re-
gents. They spent most of 
the afternoon in private ex-
ecutive session at Honolulu 

Community College debating 
the merits of the only candi-
date’s name they’d been 
given by UH President David 
Lassner.

Meanwhile, Angelos 
waited it out in what he later 
called “the green room.”

Eventually, more than 
enough regents said yay to 
Lassner’s choice, which was 
among three-to-five finalists 
given to the president by a 
screening/advisory commit-
tee — but the only one 

provided by Lassner to any-
one else, including the 
regents.

Angelos, 61, takes over for 
David Matlin, and at the 
same salary of $325,212.

The final vote was eight 
in favor and two — Gabriel 
Lee and Laurie Tochiki — 
against. One, Abigail Mawae, 
abstained.

“No rubber-stamping al-
lowed here,” said regent Wil-
liam Haning, chair of the 
BOR’s committee on intercol-
legiate athletics — a commit-
tee of which Tochiki and 
Mawae are members.

Overall, the regents’ 

By Dave Reardon
dreardon@staradvertiser.com
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H awaiian Electric is seeking to re-
develop an 85-year-old power 
plant in Pearl City as part of 

meeting a state goal for a 100% renew-
able energy supply by 2045.

The regulated utility company an-
nounced Thursday that it wants to re-
place all six aging oil-fueled generators 
at its Waiau Power Plant with smaller 
and more efficient generation units run-
ning on other fuels including biodiesel 
and potentially hydrogen.

Approval of such a plan will be up to 
the state Public Utilities Commission, 
which will consider competing propos-
als by independent power companies 
also seeking to be part of one big phase 

of Hawaii’s ongoing transition to 100% 
renewable energy production.

Because of the competitive-bidding 
process, Hawaiian Electric declined to 
share some details of its proposal, in-
cluding the size of a new power plant in 
Waiau and cost to ratepayers.

The company said reusing much of 
the plant’s existing infrastructure would 
provide cost savings and minimal com-
munity impact.

Hawaiian Electric also said its envi-
sioned new generation units proposed 
for Waiau could serve as firm backup 
power when variable resources like so-
lar and wind aren’t available.

The existing units at Waiau take hours 
to start after stopping because they are 

Oil-fired power plant 
eyed for conversion
By Andrew Gomes
agomes@staradvertiser.com

>>  Angelos learned import-
ant skills on his hard-
earned path to UH 
athletic director. C1

———
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Hawaiian Electric has proposed to convert its 85-year-old Waiau 
Power Plant, at top, in Pearl City to run on other fuels including 
biodiesel and potentially hydrogen. Above, signs at the gate to 
the power plant warn against trespassing.

RENEWABLE ENERGY
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Craig Angelos, 61, is confirmed in an 
8-to-2 vote and will take over on June 5


