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Quite by accident, Gov. Josh 
Green found himself in a famil-
iar position Thursday morning 
— as a medical doctor dealing 
with an emergency situation in 
West Hawaii.

Green, for years an emer-
gency room physician on the 
Big Island, was en route to the 
dedication of the AES Waikoloa 
Solar + Storage energy project 
from Ellison Onizuka Kona 
International Airport between 
9:30 and 10 a.m. when his 
motorcade was heading mauka 
on Waikoloa Road and encoun-
tered a blue van that had crashed 
and rolled over into a gulch.

“The accident had just 
occurred, a pretty terrible crash, 
maybe a minute or two before 

we got there,” Green told the 
Tribune-Herald. “A gentleman, 
as we now know, had weaved 
right coming down the hill, and 
he was going to hit somebody. 
So, he overcompensated, kind 
of lurched to the left and went 
up one of those a‘a ramps, kind 
of, you know, that exist by the 
side of the road. And his car 
just kind of got launched into 
the air, flipped over and crashed 
into the gulch on the side of the 
road.”

According to Green, a witness 
who had seen the crash told him 
the vehicle “was launched 50, 
60 feet up into the air — which 
seems actually believable, the 
way he ended up in that ditch.”

Green said the man was 
“trapped upside down” within 
the van, and the governor and 
other Good Samaritans went 
down the embankment to the 

crash site.
“We cut his seat belt out, so he 

was able to come out from being 
hung upside down,” Green said. 
“I went partially through a win-
dow to see if he was OK. And 
there was a medic or paramedic, 
off duty, who went through the 
side window and was able to 
kick out the front (windshield) 
and pull him out.

“Of course, we called 911 
immediately and, you know, the 
medics came quickly, maybe in 
about 10 minutes or so. And we 
were able to get him up out of 
the gulch and put him into the 
ambulance.”

Green described the scene as 
“pretty shocking.”

“It was an incredible crash. 
There was a lot of gasoline on 
the scene, which was one of the 
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Gov. Green helps rescue man after car crash on Waikoloa Road

Bus 
boxers 
busted

A fight involving two Keaau 
Middle School students broke 
out on a school bus heading to 
campus on May 5.

Video of the incident shows 
two girls wearing boxing gloves 
and sparring with one another, 
hitting each other in the face, 
while the bus continues driving.

Other students are filming 
the fight and jumping between 
seats, shouting, “Go!” “It’s round 
three,” and “It’s round four.”

During the 45-second video, 
there doesn’t appear to be any 
intervention by the bus driver, 
who remains out of view as the 
students continue to shout and 
film the fight.

“The bus driver did absolute-
ly nothing to warn the kids to 
stop these actions, nor did he 
inform the school of what was 
happening,” said Melanie Bathe, 
the mother of one of the girls 
involved in the fight.

She said another student had 
brought the boxing gloves onto 
the bus.

Bathe notified the school of 
the incident a few days later 
when her daughter showed her 
the video. She provided the 
school with the name of the 
bus driver, the bus number, the 
names of the students involved, 
and a video of the fight.

Keaau Middle School 
Principal Gregg Yonemori 
did not respond to the 
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Hawaii Island became one step closer to 
the state’s goal of 100% renewable ener-
gy with the commissioning and blessing 
Thursday of the Waikoloa Solar + Storage 
facility.

A host of dignitaries, AES Hawaii execu-
tives, lawmakers, business and community 
leaders attended the solar farm’s celebra-
tion of the 42 MW and 120 MWh battery 
energy storage system.

The 94,000 solar panels sit on 300 
acres along the southeast mauka end of 
Waikoloa Road and took two years to com-
plete construction, employing over 200 
workers.

Under AES’s 25-year power purchase 
agreement with Hawaiian Electric at a cost 
of 9 cents per kWh, the project will supple-
ment the island’s power grid with enough 
energy to power the equivalent of 13,600 

homes. The average household will see 
their electric bill lowered by approximately 
$5 per month.

“I noted at the start of our adminis-
tration that Hawaii will be a leader in 
addressing the great challenge of climate 
change and this renewable energy project 
is an example of how we can get that done,” 
said Governor Josh Green. “AES Hawaii 
and Hawaiian Electric deserve credit on 
partnering on a project with a purpose to 
produce clean energy that supports the 
electricity demands of our residents while 
making it more affordable. What is done 
here today is for our families.”

Bernerd Da Santos, Executive Vice 
President, COO and President of AES 
Global Renewables said Hawaii is lay-
ing the groundwork for a transition to 
renewables.

“We will continue to build on this work 
to accelerate the transition, create jobs and 
support a sustainable economy,” he said. 
The positive impact the project will have 

on the environment and the community 
extends far beyond the next 25 years and 
we look forward to co-creating more trans-
formative projects like this in the future.”

Da Santos also praised the cooperation 
with state and private partners to bring the 
project to fruition, especially during the 
pandemic.

“AES, contractors, utilities and gov-
ernment overcame challenges and made 
things happen,” he said.

Sandra Larson, AES Hawaii Market 
Business Leader said the project will elim-
inate more than 511,000 barrels of oil to 
generate electricity over its 25-year lifes-
pan. She added that the project will help 
mitigate the impact of future blackouts 
as a result of natural disasters or extreme 
weather conditions such as tropical storms 
or high winds.

AES has five operational solar projects 
and one wind project across the state with 
five additional solar project contracted.

Waikoloa solar facility blessing promises transition to sustainable energy
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Governor Josh Green, right, joins AES executives in untying the ceremonial maile lei Thursday at the blessing of the 
Waikoloa Solar + Storage Facility. LAURA RUMINSKI/WEST HAWAII TODAY

Gov. Josh Green, wearing blue jeans, helps responders 
walk a man to an ambulance after he being pulled from an 
overturned vehicle this morning. COURTESY PHOTO/ SPECIAL TO WEST 
HAWAII TODAY


