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Jacob Gregory, a first grader at Johnson Elementary School
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News: Berry College announces physician associate program, a first in Northwest Georgia  A5 
♦ ♦ ♦

Pre-deal doctor shuffle continues
By John Bailey 
and John Druckenmiller
JBailey@RN-T.com

What some insiders are describing as a 
widening rift among Harbin Clinic physi-
cians came to light this week as two more 
doctors left the physicians group to join 
AdventHealth.

Drs. Chris Merritt and Himanshu Patel 

are the latest joining those already mov-
ing from Harbin Clinic to AdventHealth 
Redmond: Drs. Michael Ware, Charles 
Jackson, Kipp Slicker, Robert Styperek, 
Andrew McCue, Spencer Maddox, Justin 
Tanner and Hunter Myers.

The announcement comes as word 
that cardiology doctors aren’t the only 
ones who will be moving from Harbin to 
AdventHealth. However, as of Thursday 

there was no definite movement to report.
In a statement posted this week, Advent-

Health announced the July opening of the 
Advent Medical Group Cardiology and 
Cardiac Electrophysiology. The location 
of that practice could not be confirmed as 
of Thursday.

“We are proud of our legacy of provid-
ing world-class healthcare as the region’s 
heart care leader,” the statement reads. 

“Adding these cardiologists to our team of 
skilled providers will allow AdventHealth 
to expand its advanced cardiac care and 
better serve Northwest Georgia and Ala-
bama. We look forward to working more 
closely with this group of experts to con-
tinue to provide whole-person care to our 
communities.”

More doctors leave Harbin Clinic for AdventHealth Redmond prior to Atrium deal

Close  
to $4M  
to target 
local parks

GHC  
and Atrium 
Health Floyd 
partner for 
more nurses

 ♦ The grants will be 
used to improve 
facilities at Banty 
Jones Park and 
Willingham Village.

From staff reports

Close to $4 million in fed-
eral funds has been award-
ed to develop two parks in 
Rome, Gov. Brian Kemp 
announced Thursday.

The city of Rome is get-
ting a $2.2 million grant 
for improvements to Banty 
Jones Park. The Northwest 
Georgia Housing Authority’s 
grant is for $1,731,048 for 
a community park at Will-
ingham Village.

“These grants will help us 
ensure these areas get the 
improvements they need 
for the betterment of the 
entire community,” North-
west Georgia Housing Au-
thority Executive Director 
Sandra Hudson said.

Funding for the awards 
comes from the Coronavi-
rus State and Local Fiscal 
Recovery Funds program 
created by the American 
Rescue Plan Act. All told, 
$225 million was award-
ed to 142 projects across 
the state.

Kemp said the funds are 
targeted to recreation facili-
ties in specific census tracts 
disproportionately affected 
by covid and the lockdown.

From staff reports

A new partnership be-
tween Atrium Health Floyd 
and Georgia Highlands Col-
lege aims to increase the 
number of nursing student 
positions at the college and 
grow the number of nurses 
entering the workforce in 
Northwest Georgia.

The multi-year agreement 
builds on a 50-year histo-
ry of collaboration between 
the organizations, said Kurt 
Stuenkel, president of Atrium 
Health Floyd. The hospital 
has provided clinical training 
programming, scholarships 
and career pathways for GHC 
graduates for generations.

“This partnership expands 
the nursing program at Geor-
gia Highlands College, so 
more residents in our re-
gion will have the oppor-
tunity to pursue careers in 
nursing,” Stuenkel said in a 
press release. “And, looking 
ahead, it will create a pipe-
line of highly trained nurses 
who can have long careers 
at Atrium Health Floyd.”

GHC President Mike Hobbs 
stated partnerships like this 
one continue to reinforce 
the school’s access mission.

“We are the talent produc-
er for our footprint,” Hobbs 
said. “The heart of our mis-
sion is to provide access to a 
high-quality college degree 
from the University System 
of Georgia that prepares you 
for a career. Our partner-
ship with Atrium Health 
Floyd bolsters our ability 
to expand what we offer to 
more families in our region. 
The pathways we provide 
directly help our students 
prepare for and secure ca-
reers in our footprint.”

According to Stepping-
blocks, an institutional re-
search company that collects 
and reports outcomes data, 
over 85% of GHC graduates 
go on to start a career in the 
Northwest Georgia region.

“This agreement to provide 
a clear pathway from GHC’s 
nursing program to nursing 
careers in our community is 
an investment in our region 
that will benefit Northwest 
Georgia for years to come,” 
said University System of 
Georgia Board of Regents 
member Lowery May. “GHC 
provides top-notch nursing 
graduates, and since the nurs-
ing program was founded, 
GHC has added over 3,500 
nurses to the workforce.”

By Adam Carey
ACarey@RN-T.com

One of the biggest bar-
riers that veterans service 
agencies have to overcome 
is that many veterans are 
selfless — they don’t feel 
they need or deserve help, 
because they know veter-
ans who have far greater 
needs than them.

“All veterans should ap-
ply for all the benefits they 
can,” said United Military 
Care President Kim Scofi. 
“The government knows the 
exact cost of every piece of 
equipment they have, but 
they can never calculate 
what it truly costs veter-
ans who’ve served during 
wartime.”

By every indication, 
Thursday’s We Care Vet-
erans Fair at the Rome Civic 
Center was a huge success, 
bringing hundreds of vet-
erans and their families 
together with almost 50 
vendors who serve the vet-
erans’ community as well 
as representatives from 
the U.S. Department of 
Veterans Affairs and the 
Georgia Department of 
Veterans Services.

The fair was organized 
by United Military Care, 
a nonprofit serving vet-
erans founded in 2012. 
Their stated mission is to 
ensure veterans of all ages, 
branches, and lifestyles re-
ceive the care and support 
necessary to live their best 
life. They provide tools and 
resources to empower vet-
erans to live a safe, healthy 
and productive life.

“Not one veteran knows 
all the services available to 

them,” said John Butler of 
the Atlanta Vietnam Veter-

ans Business Association. 
“So if you’re a veteran, we 
urge you to come to these 
events, and make sure you 
tell every veteran you know.”

Among the vendors were 
a lot of companies looking 
for employees.

“Business in Georgia is 
absolutely booming,” said 
Terry Meadows of Work-
Source Vets. “If you’re a 
veteran, it’s not a ques-
tion of ‘if’ we can get you 
a job. It’s what type of job 
do you want?”

WorkSource Vets and its 
partners facilitate relation-
ships between employers 
and veterans who have re-
tired or recently separated 
from the military and are 
preparing to re-enter the 
civilian workforce. The or-
ganization was affiliated 
with the Georgia Depart-
ment of Labor, but is now 
under the umbrella of the 
Technical College System 
of Georgia.

“We’re all veterans our-
selves,” WorkSource Vets’ 
Mike Betts said. “So for us, 
this is per-
sonal.”

C a v e 
Spring May-
or Rob Ware, 
who served 
in the U.S. 
Navy, was 
i n  a t t e n -
dance. He 
stated that the event needs 
to be held annually, and 
also clearly needs a larger 
venue as the civic center 
was packed.

Lending a helping hand

Adam Carey

The Goodr Mobile Grocery Store was available to vets at 
the We Care Vets Fair on Thursday.

Adam Carey

Veteran Barry Bartlett and son Cody came to Thursday’s 
We Care Veterans Fair for help replacing his lost discharge 
papers and service records.

Adam Carey

Veterans speak with VA employees during the We Care Veterans Fair at the Rome Civic Center. Officials from the 
Georgia Department of Veterans Services, Department of Drivers Services and the U.S. Social Security Administration 
were also on hand to support vets.

Adam Carey

Mike Sullivan, Terry Meadows and Mike Betts of Work-
Source Vets were helping to connect companies seeking 
employees with veterans.

We Care Vets Fair draws crowds to Civic Center
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