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Gov. Ron DeSantis is expected to fi�le
his paperwork to run for president next
week, with a formal announcement
event to follow soon after.

DeSantis’ campaign fi�ling, according
to multiple media reports, is timed to
coincide with a fundraising blitz in
South Florida, where he will gather top

donors next week. While plans are fl�uid,
his formal announcement will come the
following week in Dunedin or some-
where in the Tampa Bay area, where he
grew up, Republicans familiar with the
plan told USA TODAY. 

The Wall Street Journal fi�rst reported
on the governor’s presidential an-
nouncement plans.

DeSantis has been edging toward a
presidential campaign for months. A
federal political action committee sup-

porting DeSantis, Never Back Down,
has been hiring campaign staff� and run-
ning television ads.

DeSantis traveled to Iowa, a key early
voting state, over the weekend and
rolled out lists of endorsements in re-
cent days from leaders in Iowa, New
Hampshire and Florida. He heads to
New Hampshire on Friday.

Florida Senate President Kathleen 

DeSantis presidential bid
expected to become offi�cial 

Gov. Ron DeSantis will be on the
upcoming cover of Time magazine.
SPECIAL TO THE DEMOCRAT

Governor to fi�le paperwork, make announcement next week
Zac Anderson
Tallahassee Democrat
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VERO BEACH — The city is looking
to build aff�ordable housing at the site
of the old plant nursery adjacent to
Crestlawn Cemetery, but the path for-
ward is unclear.

In a 3-2 vote Tuesday, the City
Council moved forward on a number of
items related to aff�ordable housing, in-
cluding navigating the new state Live
Local Act, an aff�ordable housing law
which goes into eff�ect July 1. Because
the law will aff�ect how local aff�ord-
able-housing projects are approved,
some council members wanted to
quickly set a plan in motion for the va-
cant 13-acre property on Old Dixie
Highway. 

“I’d prefer for us to be proactive as
much as we can, maintain a home-rule
aspect of this and captain our own
destinies versus waiting and waiting
and then fi�nd out we waited too long,”
said Mayor John Cotugno.

Council members Rey Neville and
Tracey Zudans dissented, saying the
path forward for the project was still
too unclear. 

Neville pointed out that the busi-
ness plan for the property — whether it
would be leased, sold or donated —
still is up in the air, and because it’s
charter-protected, changes would re-
quire voter approval through a ballot
referendum.

But supporters argued that solicit-
ing developer interest would illumi-
nate how developers could use the
property.

Plan still in early stages

There’s no concrete plan yet for
what could go on the property. The
fi�rst step, which the council approved
Tuesday, is to gauge what developers
may be interested in building there.

“Similar to what we did with Three 

Vero Beach
advances
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Plan to put aff�ordable
units near cemetery

Thomas Weber
Treasure Coast Newspapers

USA TODAY NETWORK – FLORIDA

See HOUSING, Page 11A

STUART - A circuit judge has ruled in
favor of Tiger Woods in his public dis-
pute against his ex-girlfriend, ordering
the matter to be resolved in private ar-
bitration after it spilled into public
court with allegations of sexual harass-
ment and a messy breakup between the
two in October.

Judge Elizabeth Metzger issued the
ruling late Wednesday, handing the
famed golfer a victory in his quest to
keep his private confl�ict with Erica Her-
man out of the public eye.

“The parties are ordered to submit
this action to arbitration,” Metzger
ruled. “Pursuant to applicable law, this
case is stayed pending completion of

arbitration. The parties shall advise the
Court once arbitration has been com-
pleted. The Clerk of the Court shall ad-
ministratively close this case.”

What was this about?

The issue at hand was about wheth-
er this dispute between these two for-
mer lovers should be resolved privately
in arbitration under terms of the non-
disclosure agreement (NDA) that
Woods’ attorney said they signed in
2017. But the larger dispute started with
their breakup in October, when Herman
said Woods arranged to kick her out of
his house in violation of an oral tenancy
agreement she said she had to keep liv-
ing there for several more years.

Woods wins key court ruling in
Stuart against his ex-girlfriend

Tiger Woods’ attorney J.B. Murray argues before Circuit Judge Elizabeth Metzger May 9 in the Martin County Courthouse
in Stuart. Murray said that the lawsuit Woods is facing from his ex-girlfriend should be halted because Erica Herman, 39,
signed a nondisclosure agreement requiring that any disagreements between them be settled in private by an arbitrator. 

Judge orders matter to
be resolved in private 

Brent Schrotenboer
USA TODAY Sports
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Erica Herman’s attorneys Zachary
Potter, center, and Benjamin Hodas,
front, discuss Herman’s case on May 9.
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