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Gov. Ron DeSantis is expected to fi�le
his paperwork to run for president next
week, with a formal announcement
event to follow soon after.

DeSantis’ campaign fi�ling, according
to multiple media reports, is timed to
coincide with a fundraising blitz in
South Florida, where he will gather top

donors next week. While plans are fl�uid,
his formal announcement will come the
following week in Dunedin or some-
where in the Tampa Bay area, where he
grew up, Republicans familiar with the
plan told USA TODAY. 

The Wall Street Journal fi�rst reported
on the governor’s presidential an-
nouncement plans.

DeSantis has been edging toward a
presidential campaign for months. A
federal political action committee sup-

porting DeSantis, Never Back Down,
has been hiring campaign staff� and run-
ning television ads.

DeSantis traveled to Iowa, a key early
voting state, over the weekend and
rolled out lists of endorsements in re-
cent days from leaders in Iowa, New
Hampshire and Florida. He heads to
New Hampshire on Friday.

Florida Senate President Kathleen 

DeSantis presidential bid
expected to become offi�cial 

Gov. Ron DeSantis will be on the
upcoming cover of Time magazine.
SPECIAL TO THE DEMOCRAT

Governor to fi�le paperwork, make announcement next week
Zac Anderson
Tallahassee Democrat
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FORT PIERCE – For the fi�fth time in
about eight years, city commissioners
are on the hunt for a new attorney after
Tanya Earley announced she’s resign-
ing from the post she’s held since 2021.

Her last day is July 19.
Earley, who was initially hired in

2019 as an assistant city attorney,
served as interim city attorney after
former City Attorney Pete Sweeney re-
signed in July 2021. Before Sweeney
was hired in 2018, James Messer re-
signed before he could be fi�red, follow-
ing allegations of sexual harassment.

When commissioners selected Ear-
ley as city attorney in September 2021
over two competitors, she became Fort
Pierce’s fourth lawyer in six years.

The city is using Sla-
vin Management Con-
sultants to assist in a
search for a new city at-
torney, said Mayor Lin-
da Hudson, who praised
Earley as “a person of
highest integrity.”

“I am unaware of her
immediate future employment, but I
would not be surprised that a person of
her caliber would have had many of-
fers,” Hudson said in an email. “She
would be an asset to any organization,
for her seriousness, her knowledge, her
dedication, her honesty and her true
earnest eff�ort to do the best for those
she represents.”

Records show Earley is quitting
about a year shy of a three-year con-
tract that paid her $165,000 a year.

Acknowledging the city attorney
turnover pace, Hudson said “there are
unique circumstances that contributed
to each of the recent changes.”

“I strive for excellence in our charter
offi�cers and our city manager strives for
excellence in all our staff�,” Hudson said.
“Stability is desirable, but life and 
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STUART - A circuit judge has ruled in
favor of Tiger Woods in his public dis-
pute against his ex-girlfriend, ordering
the matter to be resolved in private ar-
bitration after it spilled into public
court with allegations of sexual harass-
ment and a messy breakup between the
two in October.

Judge Elizabeth Metzger issued the
ruling late Wednesday, handing the
famed golfer a victory in his quest to
keep his private confl�ict with Erica Her-
man out of the public eye.

“The parties are ordered to submit
this action to arbitration,” Metzger
ruled. “Pursuant to applicable law, this
case is stayed pending completion of

arbitration. The parties shall advise the
Court once arbitration has been com-
pleted. The Clerk of the Court shall ad-
ministratively close this case.”

What was this about?

The issue at hand was about wheth-
er this dispute between these two for-
mer lovers should be resolved privately
in arbitration under terms of the non-
disclosure agreement (NDA) that
Woods’ attorney said they signed in
2017. But the larger dispute started with
their breakup in October, when Herman
said Woods arranged to kick her out of
his house in violation of an oral tenancy
agreement she said she had to keep liv-
ing there for several more years.

Woods wins key court ruling in
Stuart against his ex-girlfriend

Tiger Woods’ attorney J.B. Murray argues before Circuit Judge Elizabeth Metzger May 9 in the Martin County Courthouse
in Stuart. Murray said that the lawsuit Woods is facing from his ex-girlfriend should be halted because Erica Herman, 39,
signed a nondisclosure agreement requiring that any disagreements between them be settled in private by an arbitrator. 

Judge orders matter to
be resolved in private 
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Erica Herman’s attorneys Zachary
Potter, center, and Benjamin Hodas,
front, discuss Herman’s case on May 9.
PHOTOS BY CRYSTAL VANDER WEIT/TCPALM


