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Rito Hendrix is trying not to panic.
After knowing he was transgender

since childhood, the 31-year-old fi�nally
built up the courage to start hormone
replacement therapy. He visited a
Planned Parenthood clinic near his
home in rural Loxahatchee in Palm
Beach County and began taking shots
of testosterone.

Just three months in, “I’m the hap-
piest I’ve ever been in my life,” Hendrix
said recently.

But on Wednesday, with the stroke
of Gov. Ron DeSantis’ pen, access to
that gender-affi�rming health care for
Hendrix and thousands of adults
across Florida is in jeopardy. 

Republican leaders across the coun-
try have banned minors from access-
ing transition-related care, going
against the guidance of major health
authorities including the American
Academy of Pediatrics and the World
Health Organization.

For transgender people and their
loved ones, that was bad enough. But
under a bill DeSantis signed into law

Wednesday, health care restrictions
will now expand to transgender adults
like Hendrix.

Senate Bill 254 lays out a new in-
formed-consent process that requires
patients 18 and over who are seeking
gender-affi�rming care to see a physi-
cian in person. That means new pa-
tients and some existing patients can’t
use telehealth or other health care pro-
viders such as nurse practitioners. 

The bill includes a carveout for pre-
scription renewals, but providers and
experts had diff�erent interpretations
over whether existing patients can re-
ceive refi�lls without going through the
new informed-consent process. That
ambiguity may prompt providers to
stop gender-affi�rming care altogether,
advocates say.

New transgender laws also
impact adults’ health care 

Changes have some residents looking to leave Florida

Rito Hendrix, 31, at his family’s home in unincorporated Palm Beach County on May 12. Hendrix has been taking
testosterone for three months. PHOTOS BY THOMAS CORDY/PALM BEACH POST
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Hendrix prepares his weekly injection of testosterone.

See TRANSGENDER, Page 8A

Hurricane season begins in June, and
local authorities urge residents to stock
their hurricane kits and create an evac-
uation plan to prepare for the possibility
of a major storm making landfall in the
region.

Hurricane Ian’s impact on the com-
munity is fresh in the mind of fi�rst re-
sponders in Sarasota and Manatee
counties, who ask residents to prepare
for a direct storm even though they hope
it is not needed. Local authorities who
spoke with the media this week said, “It
only takes one.”

“Ian was a sideswipe to this county,
and we had $162 million worth of dam-
age. People fl�ooded, we had huge issues,
but we don’t have $8 billion worth of 

It’s time to
prepare for
hurricane
season
Residents urged to create
a plan, stock supply kits

Jesse Mendoza
Sarasota Herald-Tribune
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See HURRICANE, Page 11A

Gov. Ron DeSantis is expected to fi�le
his paperwork to run for president next
week, with a formal announcement
event to follow soon after.

DeSantis’ campaign fi�ling, according
to multiple media reports, is timed to
coincide with a fundraising blitz in
South Florida, where he will gather top
donors next week. While plans are fl�uid,
his formal announcement will come the
following week in Dunedin or some-
where in the Tampa Bay area, where he
grew up, Republicans familiar with the
plan told USA TODAY. 

The Wall Street Journal fi�rst reported
on the governor’s presidential an-
nouncement plans.

Gov. DeSantis’
presidential
bid expected to
become offi�cial
in next week
Zac Anderson
Tallahassee Democrat
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