
LAKE BUENA VISTA
The Walt Disney Co.

announced Thursday that
it was scrapping plans to
build a new campus in
Central Florida and relo-
cate 2,000 employees

from Southern California
to work in digital tech-
nology, finance and prod-
uct development.
The decision follows a

year of attacks from Gov.
Ron DeSantis and the
Legislature because the
company opposed a state
law that bans classroom

lessons on sexual ori-
entation and gender iden-
tity in early grades. Critics
call it the “Don’t Say
Gay” law. Disney filed a
First Amendment lawsuit
against DeSantis and
other officials last month.
Disney had planned to

build the campus about

20 miles from the giant
Walt Disney World theme
park resort, but Josh D’A-
maro, chairman of the
parks, experiences and
products division, said in
a memo to employees that
“new leadership and

Disney cancels plan to move 2,000
workers to Florida amid DeSantis fight
Associated Press
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Florida state Sen. Joe Gruters, R-Sarasota, says: ‘Two
thousand jobs and a billion dollars worth of investments
into our state, I would say that’s a serious blow.’
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DIGITAL READERS GET MORE

When Miami Mayor Francis Suarez
shoveled dirt in January at a Coconut
Grove groundbreaking ceremony for
luxury condos, he wasn’t just a mayor
promoting growth in his city — he was a
paid consultant for the developer building
the project.
Suarez quietly worked for a Coconut

Grove developer for at least eight months
(from August 2022
through March 2023),
earning a minimum of
$80,000 for a previ-
ously undisclosed
consulting side job,
according to a former
real estate executive
who is suing his ex-
employer. The job,
which Suarez had not
disclosed until ques-
tioned about it by the
Miami Herald on Wednesday, came to
light in a lawsuit filed against Location
Ventures, LLC by the company’s former
chief financial officer, Greg Brooks.
It is not clear how long the two-term

mayor has worked as a highly paid consul-
tant for an affiliate of Location Ventures.
He refused to discuss the length or terms
of his contract with the company or di-
vulge anything about the nature of his
consulting work. His annual disclosure
forms through 2021, the last year avail-
able, have not revealed any income from
the company.
The revelation provides a rare view into

the nonpublic work of the mayor, a pri-
vate-equity executive and attorney who is
considering a run for president. He has
declined to disclose his private clients to
the public while serving in a mayoral post
that pays a salary of $97,000 a year along
with an expense stipend of about $33,000.

Lawsuit
reveals
undisclosed
side job
for mayor
of Miami
BY JOEY FLECHAS AND JAY WEAVER
jflechas@miamiherald.com
jweaver@miamiherald.com

SEE SUAREZ, 2A

Miami Mayor
Francis Suarez

Lyle Ryman had just ar-
rived home from a procedure
at Jackson Memorial Hospital
for his weakening heart. He
parked his truck and
switched off the engine.
“And that’s the last I re-

member for six hours,” said
Ryman during a recent in-
terview with the Miami Her-
ald. “My wife came down,
found me — eyes rolled back
in my head. I was drenched
in sweat and shaking.”
An ambulance took him to

Jackson North Medical Center

in North Miami Beach, where
doctors diagnosed him with a
blood infection, a hurdle that
would temporarily downgrade
him on Jackson’s wait list for a
new heart.
A couple of weeks later, his

doctor, Dr. Anita Phancao,
called with worse news for the
Miami Gardens veteran who
had been waiting over two
years for a heart transplant at
the Miami Transplant In-
stitute, part of Jackson Health
System, the taxpayer-support-
ed public-hospital network in
Miami-Dade County.
“All I was told was that

they were suspending the

He has waited for a heart transplant
at Jackson. With program

suspended, time is running out
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Lyle Ryman sits up in bed at Jackson Memorial Hospital. He
says: ‘All the things that I went through were a waste of time. ...
A waste of my life.’SEE PATIENTS, 14A
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Lyle Ryman, a 70-year-old veteran, was on Jackson Memorial Hospital’s heart-transplant wait list and is now in limbo after the
Miami Transplant Institute suspended its adult heart-transplant program at Jackson in March.


