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Planners to developers of proposed Glampground: No

By MICHAEL D. BATES
Chronicle Reporter

Second time, same result.
The county’s Planning and 

Development Commission 
(PDC) on Thursday voted 
6-1 to recommend denial 
on a developer’s rezon-

ing request 
to build a 
G l a m p -
ground re-
sort on 16 
acres off 
F i s h c r e e k 
Road in 
Ozello.

They did the same thing 
three months ago by a vote 
of 5-2.

“I’m feeling like I’m hav-

ing deja vu,” joked PDC 
chairwoman Stacey Worth-
ington before proceedings 
began.

Worthington was the sole 
nay vote.

County commissioners, 
the last word on zoning 
matters, will consider the 
plan June 20.

As before, project oppo-
nents Tuesday packed the 
Lecanto government build-

ing meeting room to air 
their concerns.

Attorney Clark Stilwell, 
representing the applicant, 
introduced a less-inten-
sive use for the proposed 
Fishcreek Glampground 
& Ramp. Many of the out-
buildings, including a pavil-
ion and tiki hut, are absent 
from the revised plan.

The plan now shows 32 
RV lots, 16 luxury camping 

areas (or glampsites) and 20 
traditional sites.

The proposed use is ap-
propriate for the area, will 
not harm wetlands and 
meets county regulations, 
Stillwell said.

Residents were concerned 
about traf� c from RVs go-
ing down their roads. But 
Stillwell said the impact of 
RVs would be less than 1 
percent of existing traf� c.

Residents, though, were 
not buying it,

Ozello resident Dick Ur-
ban said the revised appli-
cation is nothing more than 
“rearranging the deck chairs 
on the Titanic.”

Resident Gene Strickland 
called the proposed de-
velopment “the most dev-
astating land use-zoning 

Great idea, wrong 
location, they said

WORTHINGTON

CREST School celebrates as 12 graduate
By NANCY KENNEDY
Chronicle Reporter

 No one was more excited to 
graduate from CREST School 
Thursday afternoon than Logan 
Ruohonen.

As the Class of 2023 from Cit-
rus Resource for Exceptional 
Students in Transition in Lecanto 
marched into the school gymnasi-
um to “Pomp and Circumstance,” 
Logan’s enthusiastic screams 
brought smiles to the families and 
friends in the audience.

“That’s my brother!” said Lo-
gan’s sister, Alexandra Hill.

In his welcome remarks, CREST 
Principal Lee Mulder said, “This 
is an excited and lively group.”

Then, tearing up, Mulder 
thanked the parents of the excep-
tional students “for always putting 
their needs before yours. That’s 
what makes them able to gradu-
ate.”

Another poignant moment oc-
curred when graduate Daniel 
Brown stood and pointed heaven-
ward. He dedicated his graduation 
to his grandfather, who died earli-
er this year.

As his name was called to re-
ceive his diploma, Daniel said, 
“We did it, Pops.”

As is tradition, each of the 12 
graduates was lauded for his or 
her strengths or accomplishments. 

This year, CREST staff mem-
bers Kay Carey, Nancy Hopp, 
Joseph McCue, Tina Thomas, 
Steven Walker and Heather White 
introduced the Crest School Class 
of 2023 and read their bios:

Daniel Brown: A charming 
young man with a unique sense 
of style and a swagger in his step, 
Daniel dreams of becoming a 
NASCAR driver. A hard worker, 
Daniel has a bright future ahead 
of him.

Addie Burdick: Playful, watch-
ful and pondering are the words 
that best describe Addie. She 
thrives on routine and does NOT 
like change. She can often be 
found “contemplating and laugh-
ing at the things that go on in the 
classroom.” Addie will remain at 
CREST in the transition program 
until she is 22.

Joseph Domenech: With a rep-
utation for politeness and genuine 
common courtesy, Joseph’s “shy-
ness, care and consideration for 
others shine through his personal-
ity.” He is also known as “the one 
who walks,” because of his daily 
walks around the track to exercise 
and relieve stress.

Joe is “intently interested” in com-
puters and teaches himself whatever 
he needs to learn about them. 

Dakota Hodge: Although non-
verbal, Dakota knows how to 
communicate – and she loves to 
get others chattering in the class-
room. If things get too quiet, her 

Matthew Beck / Chronicle photo editor

Citrus Resource for Exceptional Students in Transition, CREST, graduate Daniel Brown points to the sky Thursday afternoon during the CREST school com-
mencement exercises. The teen’s grandfather died earlier this year, according to the school. He dedicated his graduation to his grandfather, and when handed 
his diploma the young man exclaimed, “We did it Pops!”

Disney scraps plans for Fla. campus as fight with DeSantis continues
LAKE BUENA VISTA 

(AP) — The Walt Disney 
Co. announced Thursday 
that it was scrapping plans 
to build a new campus in 
central Florida and relo-
cate 2,000 employees from 
Southern California to work 
in digital technology, � -
nance and product develop-
ment.

The decision follows a 
year of attacks from Gov. 
Ron DeSantis and the Leg-

islature because the com-
pany opposed a state law 
that bans classroom lessons 
on sexual orientation and 
gender identity in early 
grades. Disney � led a First 
Amendment lawsuit against 
DeSantis and other of� cials 
last month.

Disney had planned to 
build the campus about 20 
miles from the giant Walt 
Disney World theme park 
resort, but Josh D’Amaro, 

chairman of the parks, ex-
periences and products di-
vision, said in a memo to 
employees that “new lead-
ership and changing busi-
ness conditions” prompted 
the company to abandon 
those plans.

“I remain optimistic about 
the direction of our Walt 
Disney World business,” 
D’Amaro said. “We have 
plans to invest $17 billion 
and create 13,000 jobs over 

the next ten years. I hope 
we’re able to do so.”

Disney and DeSantis have 
been engaged in a tug-of-
war for more than a year 
that has engulfed the GOP 
governor in criticism as he 
prepares to launch an ex-
pected presidential bid in 
the coming weeks.

DeSantis spokesman Jer-
emy Redfern said the state 
had been unsure whether the 
new Disney campus would 

come to fruition since it was 
announced nearly two years 
ago.

“Given the company’s � -
nancial straits, falling mar-
ket cap and declining stock 
price, it is unsurprising that 
they would restructure their 
business operations and 
cancel unsuccessful ven-
tures,” Redfern said.

Florida Sen. Joe Gruters, a 
former chairman of the state 
Republican Party, called 

Disney’s decision a huge 
loss.

“I hope we can put this 
con� ict behind us and get 
back to a more normal 
working relationship with 
a company that’s been one 
of our best business and 
tourism partners that we’ve 
had over the last 50 years,” 
Gruters said. “Two thousand 
jobs and a billion dollars 
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