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Chief ousted a neo-Nazi, then faced hard part 
Illinois force’s year of reckoning shows difficulties of fighting extremism within policing

BY TONY ROMM

The first time Sen. Brian 
Schatz (D-Hawaii) tried to abol-
ish the debt limit, he pleaded 
with lawmakers to “stop these 
attempts to govern through 
threats” that put the economy at 
risk.

That was in 2017, the same year 
that a Republican revolt brought 
the United States within weeks of 
a catastrophic default. But Con-
gress did nothing to change the 
underlying law that September, 
nor when he and other Demo-
crats tried again in 2019, and 
2021, and just this past April, 
even while a wave of similar 
fiscal standoffs roiled Washing-
ton.

Now, the crisis that Schatz and 
other Democratic lawmakers 
have long labored to prevent has 
the country two weeks away from 
running out of money to pay its 
bills. The potential for doomsday 
has affirmed for some Democrats 
the point they’ve been straining 
to make: The debt ceiling simply 
shouldn’t exist in the first place.

“I just always thought this was 
the stupidest thing we do, and we 
do a fair number of stupid 
things,” Schatz said this week.

see debt on A14

Amid crisis,  
Democrats 
push anew to 
end debt limit 

Reuters

A Russian missile explodes Thursday over Kyiv as Moscow continued strikes on the Ukrainian capital.  Debris fell 
on the city, but no casualties were reported. Ukraine’s air force said it destroyed 29 of 30 missiles and four drones 
during the overnight strikes, which city officials said amounted  to the ninth air attack on the capital this month. 

In Ukraine’s capital, a constant threat from the skies

BY CATHERINE BELTON 
AND EMILY RAUHALA

When Ukrainian President 
Volodymyr Zelensky made a 
whirlwind tour of Western cap-
itals this week, the billions of 
dollars in new military support 
was a sign that European gov-
ernments were finally digging 
deep to provide sustained back-
ing for a protracted war.

Zelensky had made clear 

after the start of the counterof-
fensive, military experts say, 
and Europe’s ability to sustain 
such support into the future 
remains unclear.

Western governments, in 
particular European ones, have 
failed to act fast enough to turn 
around their industrial policy 
to meet Ukraine’s growing 
needs for artillery ammunition, 
armored vehicles and other 

see weapons on A9

Kyiv’s war machine running on fumes
Western governments, which have been slow to 

ramp up production, can’t make arms fast enough

ahead of his visits to Berlin, 
Paris and London that 
Ukraine’s much anticipated 
counteroffensive could not be-
gin until more weapons and 
ammunition had been secured.

But while British deliveries 

of long-range missiles known as 
Storm Shadows could signifi-
cantly enhance Ukraine’s offen-
sive capabilities, much of the 
weaponry pledged by European 
leaders this week is unlikely to 
reach the battlefield until well 

BY HANNAH ALLAM
in Springfield, ill.

Around 6 a.m. one Friday last 
year, Springfield Police 
Chief Ken Scarlette was jolt-

ed awake by a call from his depu-
ty, whose tone was grim: “We have 
a problem here.”

The problem was Aaron Paul 
Nichols, an officer with 18 years’ 
service who also had served for 
two decades as a U.S. military 
reservist. Anonymous activists 
had released an online report 
unmasking Nichols as a white 
supremacist who was behind tens 
of thousands of social media 
posts seething with hate.

Because of the timing — April 1, 
2022 — Scarlette wondered for a 
second whether this was an April 
Fools’ prank on the new boss. He 
had been sworn in just six weeks 
before. But the details in the exposé 
left no doubt. As Scarlette read one 
damning revelation after another, it 
began to sink in that the Officer 
Nichols he knew as an even-tem-
pered professional had a secret life 
spreading neo-Nazi beliefs.

see police on A6

Joshua Lott/The Washington Post

Police Chief Ken Scarlette of Springfield, Ill., acted quickly when he learned of an officer’s hate-filled 
online posts. His response stands out in a field with few agreed-upon standards for such cases.

BY WILL OREMUS

In a pair of lawsuits targeting 
Twitter, Google and Facebook, the 
Supreme Court had its first 
chance to take on the 1996 law 
that helped give rise to social me-
dia. But instead of weighing in on 
Section 230, which shields online 
services from liability for what 
their users post, the court decided 
the platforms didn’t need special 
protections to avoid liability for 
hosting terrorist content.

That finding issued Thursday is 
a blow to the idea, gaining adher-
ents in Congress and the White 
House, that today’s social media 
platforms ought to be held re-
sponsible when their software 
amplifies harmful content. The 
Supreme Court ruled that they 
should not, at least under U.S. 
terrorism law.

“Plaintiffs assert that defen-
dants’ ‘recommendation’ algo-
rithms go beyond passive aid and 
constitute active, substantial as-
sistance” to the Islamic State of 
Iraq and Syria, Justice Clarence 
Thomas wrote in the court’s unan-

see social media on A16
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BY ROBERT BARNES 
AND CAT ZAKRZEWSKI

The Supreme Court ruled 
Thursday that the families of 
terrorism victims had not proved 
Google, Twitter and Facebook 
helped foster attacks on their 
loved ones, and handed a greater 
victory to the tech industry by 
declining to weigh in on a protec-
tive internet law at the center of 
the debate over social media 
regulation.

The families “never allege 
that, after defendants estab-
lished their platforms, they gave 
ISIS any special treatment or 
words of encouragement,” Jus-
tice Clarence Thomas wrote for a 
unanimous court. “Nor is there 
reason to think that defendants 
selected or took any action at all 
with respect to ISIS’ content 
(except, perhaps, blocking some 
of it).”

The case involved allegations 
against Twitter, Facebook and 
Google, which owns YouTube. 
The court adopted similar rea-
soning in a separate lawsuit 
against Google filed by a differ-
ent family.

The narrowly focused rulings 
sidestepped requests to limit 
Section 230, a legal provision 
that protects social media plat-
forms from lawsuits over offen-

see court on A16

High court 
sides with 
Big Tech in 
content suit
Justices sidestep ruling on  

liability law in case on 
terrorism-related posts

BY OMAR NEZHAT, 
MEG KELLY, 

ALEX HORTON 
AND IMOGEN PIPER

QORQANYA, Syria — U.S. mili-
tary officials are walking back 
claims that a recent strike in 
Syria killed an influential al- 
Qaeda figure, following asser-
tions by the dead man’s family 
that he had no ties to terrorists 
but was a father of 10 tending to 
his sheep when he was slain by 
an American missile.

Lotfi Hassan Misto, 56, whose 
family identified him as the vic-
tim of a Hellfire missile attack on 
May 3, was a former bricklayer 
who lived quietly in this town in 
northwest Syria, according to 
interviews with his brother, son 
and six others who knew him. 
They described a kind, hard-
working man whose “whole life 
was spent poor.”

The operation was overseen by 
U.S. Central Command, which 
claimed hours after the strike, 
without citing evidence or nam-
ing a suspect, that the Predator 
drone strike had targeted a “sen-
ior Al Qaeda leader.” But now 
there is doubt inside the Penta-
gon about who was killed, two 
U.S. defense officials told The 
Washington Post.

see syria on A10

Claimed 
killing of 
militant 
in doubt
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Target’s identity

Family: Syrian a civilian, 
not an al-Qaeda leader


