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Weather: Partly cloudy, breezy
and pleasant. High: 68. Low: 55.
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Above, James Solis, of
Stamford, nursing
associate in science, has
his photograph taken by
his mother, Miriam Solis,
before the Norwalk
Community College
commencement exercises
at the Hartford
HealthCare Amphitheater
in Bridgeport on
Thursday. At left, Joyce
Huang, of Norwalk,
software engineering
associate in applied
science, takes a photo of
herself.
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DARIEN—Residents on Salt
Box Lane and surrounding
streets finally know why their
homes flooded so badly during
past violent storms — and what
the town plans to do to protect
their homes in the future.

During storms Elsa and Ida

in 2021, several Darien neigh-
borhoods including Salt Box
Lane experienced extreme
flooding despite not falling
within the town’s 100-year flood
zone.

The culprit? An outdated sys-
tem of mismatched pipes, ac-
cording to a report by Tighe &
Bond principal engineer Joseph
Canas based on a year and nine

months of observations and
studies into and under Salt Box
Lane and it’s surrounding
streets.

Replacement in Salt Box Lane
alone is expected to cost $6.76
million. The Public Works de-
partment is still working on a
similar study in the Tilly Pond
area for similar flooding issues.

Darien neighborhood finally has solution to flooding problem
By Mollie Hersh
STAFF WRITER
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A drainage
grate on
Seagate Road
in Darien.
The town had
a drainage
study done
on the Salt
Box Lane
neighbor-
hood.Flooding continues on A4

A group of national lawmak-
ers, led by Connecticut Sen.
Chris Murphy, have reintro-
duced a proposal that would
block schools nationally from
secluding students in locked
rooms or using certain types of
physical restraints, Murphy an-

nounced Thursday.
Though the bill, called the

Keeping All Students Safe Act,
faces long odds in a divided
Congress, it has gained sup-
porters this year, with Sen. Ber-
nie Sanders, I-VT,who leads the
Senate committee overseeing
education, now backing the
proposal.

Similar legislation has been

Murphy seeks to restrict
restraints and seclusion
Bill that would limit use in schools,
followingHearst CT series, gains
support of Bernie Sanders, others
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U.S. Sen. Chris Murphy, D-Conn.

By Alex Putterman
and Emilie Munson
STAFF WRITERS

Restraints continues on A4

WILTON—As theWiltonPlan-
ning & Zoning Commission con-
siders a proposal for a new four-
story hotel on the town’s side of the
iPark complex, owners of the cam-
pus outlined its plans to also build
a parking garage and apartments
on the Norwalk side.

The P&Z Commission will con-
tinue the public hearing for iPark
Hotel, a 120-room hotel proposed
for the iParkmixed-use campus on
the Wilton-Norwalk border, at its
meeting on May 22. The applicant
andowner iParkNorwalk IILLC is
still working with other town enti-
ties, including the De-

WILTON

Zoning
panel
weighs
hotel plan
Would be town’s first
By Erin Kayata
CORRESPONDENT

Hotel continues on A4

An audit of the state’s pension
system found a mixed bag of prob-
lems, including “millions of dol-
lars” in unnecessary payments to
disabled retirees, overpayments to
retired judges and employees re-
quired to contribute too much to
the fund.

The audit recommended the
state Comptroller’s Office, which
handles pensions for 57,000 retired
state employees, return some $1.6
million in overpayments by work-
ers, revise how it pays retired judg-
es and properly use outside earn-
ings by disabled retirees to lower
their pension benefit.

The audit covered the 2020 and
2021 fiscal years but did not include
the Teacher’s Retirement Fund.
Auditors said the objective was to

Audit finds
millionswere
overpaid in
state pensions
By Bill Cummings
STAFF WRITER

Audit continues on A9

READ THE
ENTIRE SERIES
Go online to
https://bit.ly/3JK7zrW to
read Hearst Connecticut
Media’s investigation into
the use of restraint and
seclusion in U.S. schools.


