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Rome — A car driven by someone with ap-
parent psychiatric problems rushed through 
a Vatican gate Thursday evening and sped 
past Swiss Guards into a palace courtyard 
before the driver was apprehended by police, 
the Holy See said.

Vatican gendarmes fired a shot at the 
speeding car’s front tires after it rushed the 
gate, but the vehicle managed to continue, 
the Vatican press office said in a statement 
Thursday.

Once the car reached the San Damaso 
Courtyard of the Apostolic Palace, the driver 
got out and was immediately arrested by 
Vatican gendarmes. The Vatican said the 
driver was about 40 years old and was in a 
“serious state of psychophysical alteration.” 
He was being held in the Vatican barracks.

It wasn’t clear if Pope Francis was any-
where near the incident, which occurred after 

8 p.m. at the Santa Anna gate, one of the 
main entrances to the Vatican City State in 
the heart of Rome. — Associated Press

Car rushes Vatican gate, is fired on by gendarmes

Jimmy Buffett, 76, announced 
he was hospitalized this week, forc-
ing him to cancel a performance in 
South Carolina.

Buffett had traveled to Boston 
for a checkup and was hospitalized 
for unspecified health “issues that 
needed immediate attention,” the 
“Margaritaville” performer wrote 
Thursday in a statement.

He had been traveling in the 
Bahamas after playing a string of 
shows throughout the West as a 
part of his “Second Wind 2023” 
tour. Buffett was set to perform 
in Charleston, S.C., on Saturday at 
Credit One Stadium, but as-
sured fans the concert would be 
rescheduled and that tickets will 

be honored once a new date is 
announced.

“Growing old is not for sissies, I 
promise you,” Buffett continued. 
“I also will promise you, that when 
I am well enough to perform, that 
is what I’ll be doing in the land of 
She-Crab soup.”

Since making hits like “Margari-
taville” and “Come Monday” in the 
1970s, Buffett has made a fortune 
off various business ventures, 
from beer to cannabis, real estate, 
casinos and food, including his 
restaurant chain, Margaritaville. As 
of 2023, the singer-songwriter’s 
net worth is valued at $1 billion, 
according to Forbes. 
— Los Angeles Times

JIMMY BUFFETT CANCELS SOUTH CAROLINA 
SHOW AFTER HOSPITALIZATION IN BOSTON

WEATHER
Today, partly sunny, cooler than 
normal. High 62. Saturday, cloudy 
with showers. High 65. A6
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House passes proposed legislation that 
seeks increased oversight on pier project
By GREG SMITH
Day Staff Writer

The state House of Represen-
tatives has passed a bill that one 
local legislator said is intended 
to place more “guardrails” on 
the Connecticut Port Authority,  

barring its controversial use of 
success fees and the ability to al-
low its own construction manag-
er to apply for work on a project 
it oversees. 

State Rep. Christine Conley, 
D-Groton, said she helped ne-

gotiate language of a revised bi-
partisan bill passed by the House 
on Wednesday that incorpo-
rates proposals pitched by her-
self and state Sen. Cathy Osten, 
D-Sprague. 

The bill, which has yet to be 
taken up by the state Senate, 
would bar a construction man-
ager hired by quasi-public agen-
cies like the port authority from 

bidding on elements of a project 
it oversees. The provision spe-
cifically addresses the fact that 
Kiewit Corporation, the compa-
ny hired by the port authority to 
manage the $255 million State 
Pier reconstruction project, rec-
ommended itself for millions 
of dollars worth of work on the 
project. State Pier in New Lon-

Bill to add ‘guardrails’ on port authority
State Rep. Christine Conley, D-Groton, 
said she helped negotiate language 
of a revised bipartisan bill passed 
by the House on Wednesday that 
incorporates proposals pitched by 
herself and state Sen. Cathy Osten, 
D-Sprague. 

DRONE ILLUMINATION
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A drone night-time light show Thursday illuminates the night sky over the harbor in Geneva, Switzerland. As a part of the four-day ‘Feu O 
Lac’ events, more than 1,350 drones illuminated the sky over Lake Geneva during the first edition of the largest drone show in Europe.  

By CAROLYN THOMPSON
Associated Press

Niagara Falls, N.Y.  — Richard 
Evans makes his way through 
rows of his students in his third 
grade classroom, stooping to 
pick up an errant pencil and an-
swering questions above the din 
of chairs sliding on hardwood 
floors.

The desks, once spread apart 

to fight COVID-19, are back to-
gether. But the pandemic main-
tains an unmistakable presence.

Look no further than the blue 
horseshoe-shaped table in the 
back of the room where Evans 
calls a handful of students back 
for extra help in reading — a piv-
otal subject for third grade — at 
the end of each day.

Here is where time lost to 

pandemic shutdowns and quar-
antines shows itself: in the stu-
dents who are repeating this 
grade. In the little fingers slowly 
sliding beneath words sounded 
out one syllable at a time and in 
the teacher’s patient coaching 
through concepts usually mas-
tered in first grade.

It is here, too, where Evans 
jots pluses and minuses and 

numbers on charts he’s made 
to track each child’s compre-
hension and fluency, and notes 
words that trip up a student a 
second or third time.

In a year that is a high-stakes 
experiment on making up for 
missed learning, this strategy — 
assessing individual students’ 
knowledge and tailoring instruc-

The pandemic widened gaps in reading. Can one teacher ‘do something about that’?

By CHRISTOPHER RUGABER
AP Economics Writer

Washington — The stubbornness 
of high inflation is dividing the Fed-
eral Reserve over how to manage 
interest rates in the coming months, 
leaving the outlook for the Fed’s pol-
icies cloudier than at any time since 
it unleashed a streak of 10 straight 
rate hikes beginning in March 2022.

Many Fed watchers have expected 
the central bank’s officials to forgo 
another increase in their bench-

mark rate when they next meet in 
mid-June. Yet recent warnings from 
several of the officials about the 
continuing threat from high infla-

tion suggest that that outcome is far 
from certain.

And on Thursday, Lorie Logan, 
president of the Federal Reserve 

Bank of Dallas, said she believes that 
the economic data so far doesn’t 
support a pause in the central bank’s 
rate hikes next month.

“The data in coming weeks could 
yet show that it is appropriate to 
skip a meeting,” Logan said in writ-
ten remarks to the Texas Bankers 
Association. “As of today, though, we 
aren’t there yet.”

On inflation, she said, “We hav-
en’t made the progress we need to 

Feds are split about what to do next to fight inflation

Third CMEEC defendant 
receives sentence in  
Kentucky Derby case
By CLAIRE BESSETTE
Day Staff Writer

John Bilda, former Norwich Public 
Utilities general manager, was sen-
tenced Thursday to six months in 
prison for taking lavish trips to the 
Kentucky Derby and a West Virginia 
golf resort using an electric energy 
cooperative’s money meant to help 
local utilities stabilize electric rates.

Judge Jeffrey A. Meyer sentenced 
the 59-year-old Bilda to six months in 
prison and three years of supervised 
release, along with conditions that 
include mental health counseling and 
substance abuse treatment for his 
admitted alcoholism. Bilda was or-
dered to voluntarily report to prison 
on July 12.

Bilda, the former vice chairman of 
the Connecticut Municipal Electric 
Energy Cooperative board of direc-
tors, was the third and final person 
to be sentenced this week in U.S. Dis-
trict Court in New Haven following 
their convictions in December 2021 
on one count each of theft from a 
program receiving federal funds. The 
trips were funded with CMEEC reve-
nues intended to be returned to the 
member municipal utilities to stabi-
lize electric rates.

The courtroom was crowded 
Thursday with members of Bilda’s 
family, friends and supporters, ma-
ny of whom had written what Meyer 
called “almost a telephone book-size 
pile” of letters of support for Bilda. 

Former  
manager  
at NPU gets 
6 months  
in prison  

And on Thursday, Lorie Logan, president of the 
Federal Reserve Bank of Dallas, said she believes 
that the economic data so far doesn’t support a 
pause in the central bank’s rate hikes next month.

Richard Evans, a teacher at Hyde Park Elementary School, helps Shaundrea Baines, right, during a reading circle in class last 
year in Niagara Falls, N.Y. JOSHUA BESSEX/AP PHOTO
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A Swiss Guard officer patrols the 
Santa Anna gate at the Vatican late 
Thursday. 
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