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Weather: Breezy and pleasant
with times of clouds and sun.
High: 67. Low: 55. Page A12

A group of national
lawmakers, led by Con-
necticut Sen. Chris Mur-
phy, have reintroduced a
proposal that would block
schools nationally from
secluding students in

locked roomsorusing cer-
tain types of physical re-
straints, Murphy an-
nounced Thursday.

Though the bill, called
the Keeping All Students
Safe Act, faces long odds
in a divided Congress, it
has gained supporters
this year, with Sen. Bernie
Sanders, I-VT, who leads

the Senate committee
overseeing education,
now backing the propos-
al.

Similar legislation has
been introduced in Con-
gress since 2009 but has
failed to pass.

In a news release an-
nouncing the proposed
bill Murphy cited a year-
long Hearst Newspapers
investigation revealing
that schools restrain and
seclude special education
students thousands of
times a day and hundreds

of thousands of times a
year, sometimes resulting
in serious injury or even
death.

“It’s hard to believe, but
there are thousands of
kids who are being put in
solitary confinement or
having their hands bound
as punishment for misbe-
havior at school,” Mur-
phy,whodeclined to be in-
terviewed, said in a state-
ment. “These practices
are downright dangerous
and completely ineffective

Murphy seeks to restrict
restraints and seclusion
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Een. Chris Murphy, D-Conn., departs the Senate
floor. Murphy announced Thursday he will
reintroduce a bill that would ban seclusion and
greatly reduce restraint and schools nationwide.

Bill thatwould limit use in schools,
followingHearst CT series, gains
support of Bernie Sanders, others

By Alex Putterman
and Emilie Munson
STAFF WRITERS

Murphy continues on A4

STAMFORD — As residents
raised their hands, asked questions
and made comments at a public
meeting on the future of the city’s
deadliest road, one suggestion that
quickly emerged was installing red-
light or speed cameras to fine scoff-
laws.

“It’s pretty clear that what every-
body is talking about is driver be-
havior — that is the primary prob-
lem,” said one city resident, Dave
Hart.

“Unfortunately,” said Frank Pe-
tise, Stamford’s transportation,
traffic and parking bureau chief,
“red-light and speed cameras are il-
legal in the state of Connecticut.”

However, a speed camera pilot
program limited to highway work
zones is underway.

City and state officials who are
working on a safety audit of Wash-
ington Boulevard heard from mem-
bers of the public during a meeting
Tuesday at the Whittingham Dis-
covery Center in Mill River Park.

Four pedestrians have died in
crashes on Washington Boulevard
since late 2019. Themost recent fatal
crash was in December 2022, when
24-year-old Michael Talbot alleged-
ly struck 25-year-olds Giovani Vega
Benis and Yuliana Arias Lozano
while driving at 86 mph.

Since Washington Boulevard is a
state-owned road, any changes to it
will require approval from the Con-
necticut Department of Transporta-
tion.

Mayor Caroline Simmons noted
Tuesday that a bill to enact recom-
mendations from the state’s Vision
Zero Council includes a provision

Driver
behavior
needs
changing
Officials work on safety
audit ofWashington
Boulevard in Stamford

By Brianna Gurciullo
STAFF WRITER

Safety continues on A6

Back when she started going on
ambulance calls with him in Bridge-
port, Christina Bradley thought her
future husband was “the coolest
thing on Earth.”

But after Dan Bradley responded

to the Sandy Hook tragedy, it sank
him into a depression so deep that
Dan and Christina Bradley lost their
Stratford home as he went through
life self-medicated and homeless.
Christina Bradley never gave up
hope— evenwhen he told her, “leave
me alone and let me die.”

So when Dan Bradley called her

from Florida in 2019 to tell her that
he was sober and “ready,” Christina
Bradley eagerly moved down with
their kids to start a new life with him
in Vero Beach. She said she had nev-
er stopped believing that they would
be a family again.

“Evenwhen I was so angry at him,
I was like, ‘I love this guy,’ ” Christi-
na Bradley told Hearst Connecticut
Media during an interview from her
Florida home, where she is due to
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Dan Bradley and his son, Michael. Dan died suddenly last month, and his wife is awaiting the imminent birth of
their sixth child. Dan Bradley was an EMT who responded to the Sandy Hook massacre.

‘Magnitudewas
toomuch for him’

SandyHook first responder, a Stamford native who
survived depression, dies weeks before birth of 6th child

By Rob Ryser
STAFF WRITER

Bradley continues on A4

An audit of the state’s
pension system found a
mixed bag of problems,
including “millions of dol-
lars” in unnecessary pay-
ments to disabled retirees,
overpayments to retired
judges and employees re-
quired to contribute too
much to the fund.

The audit recommend-
ed the state Comptroller’s
Office, which handles
pensions for 57,000 re-
tired state employees, re-
turn some $1.6 million in

overpayments by work-
ers, revise how it pays re-
tired judges and properly
use outside earnings by
disabled retirees to lower
their pension benefit.

The audit covered the
2020 and 2021 fiscal years
but did not include the
Teacher’s Retirement
Fund. Auditors said the
objectivewas to review in-
ternal controls, compli-
ance with policies and
statutes and the effective-
ness and efficiency of
management practices.

A union representative
for state employees did

not respond to a request
for comment about the au-
dit.

In its largest finding,
auditors determined that
nearly $8 million in out-
side earnings by disability
retirees was not being
properly applied to re-
duce the retirement pay-
ment to those retirees.
The audit noted that a1989
arbitration award set a
minimumbenefit for disa-
bility retirees and re-
quired administrators to
consider outside earnings
when calculating the ben-

Audit findsmillionswere
overpaid in state pensions
By Bill Cummings
STAFF WRITER

Audit continues on A6

Decades before Car-
men “Tony” Spinelli ap-
peared on the first cover
of Men’s Vogue, before
George Simms sang on
David Bowie’s hit album
“Let’s Dance” and before
Charlie Clute won an
Emmy for costume de-
sign, the Connecticut na-
tives were members of a
youth theater troupe in
Stamford in the 1960s.

The three men joined
nearly 50 people at the

Alumni of youth theater
troupe reunite 60 years later
By Abby Weiss
STAFF WRITER
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Carmen “Tony” Spinelli and Treat Williams at a
birthday party. The two met at Stage Door for
Youth, a student-founded theater program in
Stamford.Reunite continues on A4


