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Torrington High
School held its Mul-
icultural Diversity Day
on May 5 in the school
gym.

As students clapped
and cheered, groups
representing South
Asia, Mexico, Ecuador,
Cambodia and other
countries, performed
traditional and con-
temporary dances in
costume.
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TORRINGTON — Effie

Mwando was speaking to
more than a dozen people
at a Thursday night Afri-
can drumming session at
Howard’s Bookstore.

“Just feel it,” she said.
“Rub your hands over it,
close your eyes and just

meditate and just think
about the person, the artist
that actually created your
drum.”

She wanted the drum-
mers to appreciate the in-
tricate carvings on each
hollowed-out, goblet-
shaped djembe, a West Af-
rican drum fashioned by
hand fromwood, rope, fab-
ric and goatskin.

“Once you feel it, you
just start with your
rhythm,” she said.

Then her husband, An-
gaza Mwando, demon-
strated a rhythm, played
and repeated with bare
hands, and the other
drummers joined in. Many
closed their eyes as their
drumbeats echoed from

‘Feeling the spirit
of togetherness’

Torrington drumming circle brings
cultures together in community, rhythm

By Jack Sheedy
CORRESPONDENT

Jack Sheedy/For Hearst Connecticut Media

Angaza Mwando, of Torrington, and his wife, Effie
Mwando, lead a weekly African drumming class at
Howard’s Bookstore on Main Street in Torrington. Drums continues on A2

TORRINGTON —
Whatwas expected to be a
quick permit renewal for
mining in a quarry on
Winsted Road turned into
a debate about noise, dust
and the operation’s envi-
ronmental impact, during
a public hearing with the
Planning & Zoning Com-
mission.

The operation, run by
Haynes Materials and

O&G Industries, is on
Winsted Road, not far
from the Winsted line.
Mining has gone on there
formore than 20years, ac-
cording to O&G represen-
tative Richard Warren
and engineer Ken Hrica.
Haynes is seeking anoth-
er two-year renewal for its
mining operations per-
mit, which allows blast-
ing, processing of materi-
als and transporting ma-
terial from the site in large
trucks.

But after living near the
quarry for years, some
residents want the com-
mission to request an en-
vironmental impact study
and have federal agencies

like the Occupational
Safety andHealthAdmin-
istration investigate the
operation tomake sure it’s
safe.

Most recently, neigh-
bors said themining oper-
ation brings dust and
tremors to their proper-
ties and homes, and that
large, idling trucks are
lined up outside the
Haynes entrance gate be-
fore 7 a.m., when the
quarry opens for busi-
ness.

The commission closed
the hearing and plans to
vote on the permit renew-
al at its next meeting. But
the discussion prompted

Quarry complaints arise

Emily M. Olson/Hearst Connecticut Media

The Haynes aggregate quarry onWinsted RoadMay 9.

WinstedRoad
site seeksmining
permit renewal

By Emily M. Olson
STAFF WRITER

Quarry continues on A5

Television and film star Erik Estrada, now host
of “Divine Renovation,” was in rare form
Thursday as he and his production crew
wrapped up four days of filming at the FISH

shelter and food pantry in Torrington.
Standing on the back porch at the shelter, where

residents arrive daily for food assistance, he exhorted a
group of St. John Paul the Great students to cheer on
command. “Come one, everyone,” Estrada shouted,
clapping his hands with the children. “Hooray!”

The kids responded excitedly. Meanwhile, FISH
Executive Director Deirdre DiCara and her staff and

volunteers were busy on the shelter lawn, setting up a
picnic lunch for their guests.

Estrada was pleased with the week’s filming, and said
so as he headed for the picnicking crowd. “It’s been a
great week,” he said. “I’ve met a lot of wonderful people.

“When I’m filming, it’s fun,” he said. “I have a good
time; I turn it into a good time. If I’m here, I’m working,
and I’m going to make it fun and get the job done.”

The “Divine Renovation” host already had visited a
number of locations in Torrington. “We went down to
Torrington Savings Bank,” he said. “They’ve been
around for 155 years, so we had to go there. It was great.
We’re going to have a premiere of the show Dec. 1, and
the bank is sponsoring that. So we had to meet them.”

Deirdre DiCara/Contributed photo

Television show “Divine Renovation,” its host, actor Erik Estrada, and a film crew spent the week at
FISH of Northwest CT shelter and food pantry, providing repairs to the building and a new flagpole
on the lawn. The week culminated with an outdoor picnic May 11, with local officials and guests.
Estrada, left, is with Lori Kibbe-Lindenmuth, center, and FISH Executive Director Deirdre DiCara.

Torrington shelter
gets celebrity boost

Erik Estrada, ‘Divine Renovation’ filmswork at FISH, cop fundraiser

By Emily M. Olson
STAFF WRITER

Celebrity continues on A5

Five elementary schools
statewide were out of com-
pliance with Connecticut’s
racial balance law this
school year, a state report
shows, including several
that have been unbalanced
for years.

Under the state’s racial
balance law, designed to
prevent towns and cities
from confining students of
color to one or two schools
while leaving others over-
whelmingly white, each
public school in a given
district must fall within 25
percentage points of the
district’s overall racial
makeup.

The five schools out of
balance for the 2022-23
school year were:

• New Lebanon School
in Greenwich, where 71
percent of students are ra-
cial minorities in a district
that is 38 percent minority
overall. New Lebanon has
been unbalanced every
year since 2007.

• Hamilton Avenue
School in Greenwich,
where 67 percent of stu-
dents are racial minorities.
HamiltonAvenuehasbeen
out of compliance since at
least 2000, longer than any
other school in the state.

• McKinley School in
Fairfield, where 55 percent
of students are racial mi-
norities in a district that is
27 percent minority over-
all. McKinley has been un-
balanced every year since
2013 and all but one year
since 2007.

• Charter Oak Interna-
tional Academy in West
Hartford,where 73percent
of students are racial mi-

Report:
5 state
schools
out of
racial
balance
By Alex Putterman
STAFF WRITER

Schools continues on A2


