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A group of national lawmak-
ers, led by Connecticut Sen.
Chris Murphy, have reintro-
duced a proposal that would
block schools nationally from
secluding students in locked
rooms or using certain types of

physical restraints, Murphy an-
nounced Thursday.

Though the bill, called the
Keeping All Students Safe Act,
faces long odds in adividedCon-
gress, it has gained supporters
this year, with Sen. Bernie Sand-
ers, I-VT, who leads the Senate
committee overseeing educa-
tion, now backing the proposal.

Similar legislation has been

introduced in Congress since
2009 but has failed to pass.

In a news release announcing
the proposed billMurphy cited a
yearlong Hearst Newspapers in-
vestigation revealing that
schools restrain and seclude
special education students thou-
sands of times a day and hun-
dreds of thousands of times a
year, sometimes resulting in se-

rious injury or even death.
“It’s hard to believe, but there

are thousands of kids who are
being put in solitary confine-
ment or having their hands
boundaspunishment formisbe-
havior at school,” Murphy, who
declined to be interviewed, said
in a statement. “These practices
are downright dangerous and
completely ineffective ways to

address behavioral issues in the
classroom.”

As part of the proposed bill,
schools receiving federal money
would not be permitted to se-
clude students or to restrain
them outside of when necessary
to protect student or staff safety.
Itwould altogether ban restraint
practices that restrict students’
breathing, such as prone or su-
pine restraints and would offer
training “to address school-ex-
pected behavior with evidence-
based, proactive strategies.”

The proposal was reintro-
duced Thursday by a group that
included Murphy, Sanders, Sen.

Senator seeks restrictions of
restraints, seclusion in schools
By Alex Putterman and
Emilie Munson
STAFF WRITERS

Schools continues on A4

CROMWELL—A lieutenant
has left the town’s fire depart-
ment amid allegations of “inap-
propriate” activity in the fire-
house, according to personnel
records obtained by Hearst
Connecticut Media Group.

In his resignation letter dat-
ed March 6, Brett Hallden said
he was “irrevocably retiring”
from theCromwell FireDepart-
ment. After nearly 18 yearswith
the agency, the letter did not say
why the 46-year-old was leav-
ing.

Hallden, who works as a me-
chanic and is a member of the
planning commission in Marl-
borough where he lives, could
not be reached for comment.

His departure came three
months after he learned of an
investigation into his alleged
“inappropriate workplace con-
duct” and was placed on paid
administrative leave, according
to a Dec. 5, 2022, letter to Hall-
den from Julius C. Neto, execu-
tive director of the Cromwell
FireDistrict. The letter andoth-
er personnel records were ob-
tainedunder theFreedomof In-
formation Act.

The letter doesn’t describe
the allegedmisconduct, but Ne-
to wrote in the memo that Hall-
den should refrain from con-

By Christine Dempsey
STAFF WRITER

Fire continues on A4

Fire Lt.
retires
amid
misconduct
probe

MIDDLETOWN — A
North End father has asked
another parent to accompany
his son to and from the school
bus stop after the 10-year-old
was hit by a water or gel “orb”
shot from a passing car on the
way home from school Tues-
day.

The incident took place
near the corner of Pearl and
Grand streets at about 3:20
p.m., according to Bill Per-
kins, who said Wednesday
that his son, who attends Be-
man Middle School and was
walking by himself, has a
bruise on his nose. He’s doing
well now.

“These were kids who were

just driving around in a car,”
he said. “The car drove next to
him and slowed down and

somebody came out of the
window and shot him with
the thing,” Perkins said.

“They looked around, they
came back up, they went
down Grand Street, took a
right on Main, took a right on
Liberty, came back up, and
came back downGrand Street
behind him,” he said his son
told him.

“They were laughing when
they came back by the second
time,” Perkins said.

He was at work at the time
of the incident, so he wasn’t at
the scene, but his son and
friends described what hap-
penedmere houses away from
where they live, he said.

“They should be very hap-
py that dad wasn’t home,”
Perkins said. “They’re driving
around shooting kids with
Airsoft guns or gel blasters or

Photos by Cassandra Day/Hearst Connecticut Media

A Middletown police officer drives by the intersection of Pearl and Grand streets late Wednesday, near where a 10-year-old
was shot in the nose with a water/gel pellet Tuesday afternoon while walking home from the bus stop.

Shooting continues on A6

Middletown police probe
toy gun shooting of child

By Cassandra Day
STAFF WRITER

A 10-year-old reportedly was shot in the nose with a
water/gel pellet Tuesday afternoon near Grand and Pearl
streets while walking home from the bus stop.

An audit of the state’s pension
system found a mixed bag of
problems, including “millions of
dollars” in unnecessary pay-
ments to disabled retirees, over-
payments to retired judges and
employees required to contrib-
ute too much to the fund.

The audit recommended the
state Comptroller’sOffice,which
handles pensions for 57,000 re-
tired state employees, return
some $1.6 million in overpay-
ments by workers, revise how it
pays retired judges and properly
use outside earnings by disabled
retirees to lower their pension
benefit.

The audit covered the 2020
and 2021 fiscal years but did not
include theTeacher’sRetirement
Fund.Auditors said theobjective
was to review internal controls,
compliance with policies and
statutes and the effectiveness
and efficiency of management
practices.

Audit finds
millions
overpaid
to some
retirees
By Bill Cummings
STAFF WRITER

Audit continues on A4

BRANFORD — Anticipation
was seemingly in the air on
Birch Road in Branford last Fri-
daymorning as a lively group of
Branford Garden Club mem-
bers assembled around tables
awash in a rainbow of cut flow-
ers.

“Everything ready?” BGC’s
Eunice Lasala asked, scanning
the collection of mismatched
mugs, the daffodils and carna-

tions and lilacs, and the magic
markers, tags andribbons setup
under a mobile of flags at the
Branford Early Learning Cen-
ter.

The occasion was the pre-
school’s annual mug floral ar-
rangement project with the gar-
den club, which will hold its
spring sale on the Branford
Green on Saturday, May 20.

“Every year for the last 12
years the BranfordGardenClub
has come the Friday before
Mother’s Day with flowers from

their gardens and they help our
kids make arrangements for
their moms,” said BELC Execu-
tive Director Diane Pappacoda
amid the aroma of fresh flowers
in the mellow light of the space.
“The kids get so excited.”

By then, the 4-year-olds of the
Teddy Bear room had filed in.

“Let’s get you a mug,” said
Marsha Bruce, who described
herself as a “garden-variety gar-
den club member.” Her charge
studied the options, then took
an oversized one that read
“HUG IN AMUG.”

“How about some lilacs?”
Lynne Dow was saying to an-
other youngster as he made his

way along the table selecting
flowers for his arrangement.
“Baby’s breath?”

Dow, the club’s youth chair-
man, said the yearly mug ar-
rangement was one of the proj-
ects theGardenClubhas under-
taken with young people. The
club also has overseen a pollina-
tor garden that had BELC kids
cleaning, weeding, and replant-
ing the garden to attract butter-
flies.

“All theworkwe dowith chil-
dren is so rewarding for the gar-
den club,” she said, as the 5-
year-olds from the ABC Room
took their turn. “Weall get excit-

Branford Garden Club enlists kinder-‘gardeners’

Mom continues on A6

The preschoolers made blooming
arrangements forMother’s Day

By Lisa Reisman
CORRESPONDENT


