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Campbell Edwards
Officer, above, hugs his
momMegan after
getting his diploma
during Brunswick
School’s graduation
ceremony on
Wednesday. Left,
Under Armour
founder Kevin Plank
gives the
commencement
speech. See more
photos on pageA4.

ASUNNYGRADUATION

GREENWICH—District offi-
cials temporarily shut down the
high school student center dur-
ing lunchtime on Tuesday, citing
two fights that broke out at
Greenwich High School over the
past seven days, including one
that took place the day before.

In a letter sent by Superinten-
dent Toni Jones and GHS Princi-
pal RalphMayo to students, staff
and families on Wednesday, the
officials wrote that the alterca-
tions and having to shut down
the student center and the cen-
ter’s bathrooms for an unrelated
plumbing problem “have been
out of the norm.”

But the officials wrote that
they were troubled by how stu-
dents reacted to the fights.

“Our level of concernhas risen
in recent days with two physical
altercations between students at
GHS,” the letter stated. “Weobvi-
ously donot condone this kind of
behavior and we do follow up
vigorouslywith thosewhoactag-
gressively. Inaddition, ithasbeen
concerning that so many stu-
dents gathered to film while
laughing and cheering others on.
This too is being followed up by
the administration in a thorough
process.”

About 11:30 a.m. Tuesday, the
high school’s Dean of Student
Life Thomas Pereria sent a letter
to staff members and students
that said as a result of the alterca-
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Students exit Greenwich High
School on March 16.

Fights at
GHS close
student
center
By Jessica Simms
STAFF WRITER

An audit of the state’s
pension system found a
mixedbag of problems, in-
cluding “millions of dol-
lars” in unnecessary pay-
ments to disabled retirees,
overpayments to retired
judges and employees re-

quired to contribute too
much to the fund.

The audit recommend-
ed the state Comptroller’s
Office, which handles
pensions for 57,000 retired
state employees, return
some $1.6 million in over-
payments by workers, re-
vise how it pays retired
judges and properly use

outside earnings by disa-
bled retirees to lower their
pension benefit.

The audit covered the
2020 and 2021 fiscal years
but did not include the
Teacher’s Retirement
Fund. Auditors said the
objective was to review in-
ternal controls, compli-

Audit findsmillionswere
overpaid in state pensions
By Bill Cummings
STAFF WRITER

Pensions continues on A4

Schools continues on A6

Bill to limit in schools, followingHearst CT
series, gains support of Bernie Sanders, others

A group of national lawmak-
ers, led by Connecticut Sen.
Chris Murphy, have reintro-
duced a proposal that would
block schools nationally from
secluding students in locked
rooms or using certain types of
physical restraints, Murphy an-
nounced Thursday.

Though the bill, called the
Keeping All Students Safe Act,
faces longodds inadividedCon-

By Alex Putterman and
Emilie Munson
STAFF WRITERS

Murphy seeks to restrict
restraints and seclusion

gress, it has gained supporters
this year,with Sen. Bernie Sand-
ers, I-VT, who leads the Senate
committee overseeing educa-
tion, now backing the proposal.

Similar legislation has been
introduced in Congress since
2009 but has failed to pass.

In a news release announcing
theproposedbillMurphy cited a
yearlongHearst Newspapers in-
vestigation revealing that
schools restrain and seclude
special education students thou-

Anna Rose Layden/Getty Images

Sen. Chris Murphy announced Thursday he will reintroduce
a bill that would ban seclusion and greatly reduce restraint in
schools nationwide.

READ THE
ENTIRE SERIES
Go online to
https://bit.ly/3JK7zrW to
read Hearst Connecticut
Media’s investigation into
the use of restraint and
seclusion in U.S. schools.

A former Greenwich
manwith a history of con-
troversial remarks has
been charged with at-
tempted murder in his
current hometown of Las
Vegas, according to a dis-
trict court website.

Walter
“Will” Pen-
dleton
worked as
an EMT for
the Green-
wichEmer-
gency
Medical

Service from 1986 until
2020, when he separated

from the ambulance ser-
vice after posting racially
provocative remarks on
Facebook.

According to media re-
ports, Pendleton was ac-
cused of shooting hiswife,
as well as a friend of his
wife who was helping her
move out of the apartment

Ex-Greenwich EMT charged
with attemptedmurder
By Robert Marchant
STAFF WRITER
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Pendleton


