
REQUEST A FREE QUOTE! 

ACT NOW TO RECEIVE 
A $300 SPECIAL OFFER!*
(855) 962-2293

Power your home, save money and be 
prepared for utility power outages with the 
PWRcell, a solar + battery storage system.

Prepare for Power Outages & Save Money

*Offer value when purchased at retail.  
**Financing available through authorized Generac partners. 
Solar panels sold separately.

$0 DOWN  
FINANCING  
OPTIONS!**

See gazette.com for more 
news, photos and videos.

BONUS COVERAGE
In driver’s seat
The Nuggets rally to 
win Game 2 against 
the Lakers in the 
Western Conference 
Finals. SPORTS, C1

Craving  
Colorado
K’s Dairy Delite’s 
in Buena Vista is a 
nostalgic staple since 
1955. LIFE, D1
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The past week has brought at least 4.31 inches of rain to Colorado Springs area

Colorado drought conditions  
notably improved by wet May

BY ANNIKA SCHMIDT
annika.schmidt@gazette.com

A wet May has significantly improved 
drought conditions across the Pikes 
Peak region and most of Colorado after 
a drier start to 2023.

Nine days ago, more than half of El Paso Coun-
ty was in severe drought, and the other half was 
in moderate drought. Now, most of the county is 
considered abnormally dry, with just 19% on the 

county’s west side in moderate drought and none 
in severe drought, according to a report released 
Thursday by the U.S. Drought Monitor.

The past week has brought at least 4.31 inches of 
rain to the Colorado Springs area, surpassing the 
monthly average of 1.01 inches for May, according 
to the National Weather Service in Pueblo. Colora-
do Springs received 0.48 inch more rain Thursday.

Similar drought trends have been reported state-
wide since the upper-level, low-pressure system 

rolled in last week from New Mexico bringing heavy 
rain, snow, hail and thunderstorms to Colorado.

Areas with no drought in the state are at 89%, 
up from 70% nine days ago, according to the 
Drought Monitor. About 35% of the state is con-
sidered abnormally dry, with under half with 
drought or abnormally dry conditions.

The first three months of 2023 maxed less than 

CHRISTIAN MURDOCK, THE GAZETTE
Ari Scheer, left, and Marcus Epps explore a rock formation Thursday in Garden of the Gods Park in Colorado Springs as a storm begins to hit the 
Pikes Peak region. Scheer and Epps moved to Colorado Springs about three weeks ago from Atlanta. Rain is in the forecast for Friday as well. 
Weather, B6

BY O’DELL ISAAC
odell.isaac@gazette.com

Jeremy Bloom, who was an 
Olympic skier before going 
on to play in the National 
Football League, remembers 
watching downhill skiers in 
the 1992 Winter Games and 
feeling an initial spark of in-
spiration at age 10.

“I thought, ‘This is what I 
want to do,’” said Bloom, a 
member of the U.S. Skiing 
Hall of Fame.

Melissa Stockwell, a former 
Army officer, lost her left leg 
when her vehicle was struck 
by a roadside bomb in Iraq. 
When she learned about the 
Paralympic Games, she knew 
she had to be a part of them.

“I could represent my coun-
try on the world’s biggest ath-
letic stage — same venues, 
same idea as the Olympic 
Games — it was kind of like I 
had a second chance. I knew 
that after I lost my leg that 
somehow, some way, I wanted 
to be a Paralympian.”

Edwin Moses was just be-
ginning to find his niche as a 
teen athlete when he watched 
Ugandan runner John Akii-Bua 
run the 400-meter hurdles in 
a world-record 47.82 seconds 
during the 1972 Olympics.

“I was in high school, I was 
just learning how to run hur-
dles,” Moses said. “I used to 
fantasize about being this guy.”

Four years later, Moses 
would break Akii-Bua’s Olym-
pic and world record, run-
ning the 400 hurdles in 47.63 
seconds. A year after that, he 
would go on a nearly 10-year 
undefeated streak, winning 
122 consecutive races between 
1977 and 1987.

Elite  
athletes 
discuss  
inspiration
Aim to increase youth 
sports participation

SEE SUMMIT • PAGE 4

BY CARSON FIELD 
carson.field@gazette.com

LAKEWOOD • Peyton sopho-
more Matthew Peery was run-
ning for more than just the 
name of his school written on 
his jersey Thursday.

He was running for the “Z8” 
in the top right quarter of his 
penny.

Those symbols signify the 
SWAT code name of Peery’s 
late father, Andrew Peery. 
Andrew Peery was an El Paso 
County deputy who was shot 
and killed in action in August.

Peery honored his deceased 
father, helping Peyton win 
the 2A 4x800 relay at the 
state track and field meet.

“It’s very special,” Peery said.
The other three guys run-

ning with Peery — Ayden Bre-
ese, Nathan Schluesser and 
Josh Kearse — have been with 
him every step of the way.

Those three were all in the 
hospital alongside Peery in 
his father’s final hours. And 
in the ensuing months of 

mourning, they never left 
his side.

“I’ve been very thankful 
for all of them,” Peery said. 
“They were there as soon as 
it happened.”

In spite of the tragedy, Peery 
stayed devoted to his craft. 
He, and his teammates, made 
it a goal to win the state title.

All four runners did their 
part in achieving that goal — 
and Peery had the opening leg 
to get the Panthers in the hunt.

He didn’t take the lead but 
kept a steady pace, putting Pey-

ton in second place after 800 
meters. With a smooth handoff 
to Breese, the Panthers knew 
they were in the hunt.

“Matthew ran a great open-
ing leg,” Kearse said. “He’s so 
mentally strong, and such a 
great athlete.”

Peyton’s Peery wins state title months after father’s death in line of duty

SEE TITLE • PAGE 4

SEE DROUGHT • PAGE 7

State titles abound
Multiple area athletes shine at 
track and field meet. Sports, C1


