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By SAM KLOMHAUS
Sam.Klomhaus@gjsentinel.com

The victim in an at-
tempted murder case 
from last year has filed a 
Victim’s Rights Act com-
plaint against the 21st 
Judicial Attorney’s Of-
fice, saying a relationship 
between the defendant’s 
mother and district at-
torney’s office personnel 
may have contributed to 
the defendant receiving a 
lighter sentence than ap-
propriate.

The DA’s office has said 
it does not believe it vio-
lated the act.

Nathan Brach, 42, of  
Fruita was arrested in 
August 2022, after police 
responded to a 911 call at 
a residence.

The victim told police 

Brach became agitated 
that night, smashing her 
phone and a wine glass, 
and asking her who she 
was texting, according to 
the arrest affidavit.

She told police Brach 
had knocked her uncon-
scious with a cordless 
power drill, and when 
she woke up she had been 
wrapped in plastic wrap, 
the affidavit states.

The affidavit states the 
woman told police when 
she woke up, Brach was 
on the phone talking 
about disposing of  her 
body because he thought 
she was dead.

Brach pleaded guilty 
to felony possession of  a 

weapon by a previous of-
fender and misdemeanor 
assault. 

A charge of  attempted 
second-degree murder, 
two charges of  felony sec-
ond-degree assault, one 
charge of  felony menac-
ing, one charge of  false 
imprisonment and one 
charge of  criminal mis-
chief  were dismissed by 
the DA’s Office.

Brach was sentenced 
to 364 days in jail, with 
credit for time served of  
211 days, for the assault 
charge.  He was sen-
tenced to 90 days in jail 
and 15 years probation 
for the possession of  a 
weapon. 

The jail terms will be 
served consecutively, 
as well as consecutively 
with a 90-day jail sen-
tence from another case, 
in which Brach pleaded 
guilty to possession of  
a weapon by a previous 
offender, and five other 
counts of  possession of  
a weapon by a previous 
offender were dismissed.

Brach’s victim is un-
happy with the sentences 
he received, and filed the 
Victim’s Rights Act com-
plaint against the DA’s 
Office with the state of  
Colorado, because she 
believes his case may 
have been affected by a 
possible friendship be-

tween Brach’s mother 
and members of  the DA’s 
office.

“I am aware that a com-
plaint has been filed with 
the Division of  Criminal 
Justice (DCJ),” District 
Attorney Dan Rubinstein 
said in a statement. “I be-
lieve any investigation by 
DCJ would confirm that 
we are in full compliance 
with Colorado’s Victim’s 
Rights Act. Since our cur-
rent Director of  Victim 
Services took over in July 
of  2019, only one other 
complaint has been filed 
against us and DCJ found 
that the Victim’s Right 
Act had not been violat-
ed.”

Victim’s Rights complaint filed against DA
Defendant was known to office staffer, complainant says

By NATHAN DEAL
Nathan.Deal@gjsentinel.com

Bookcliff  Middle 
School is preparing for 
an enrollment increase 
of  roughly 33% this fall as 
it accepts some of the stu-
dents who were previous-
ly attending or set to at-
tend East Middle School. 
Bookcliff  Principal Jim 
Butterfield believes the 
school is well-equipped to 
handle this change.

When he arrived at 
Bookcliff  nine years 
ago, there were around 
650 students, Butterfield 
said. In recent years, the 
COVID-19 pandemic and 
various other factors 
have led to a drop-off  in 
enrollment around Mesa 
County Valley School 
District 51, and the im-
pact was felt at Bookcliff  
as its enrollment dipped 
to 451 this past school 
year. He anticipates that 
the school will have an 
enrollment of  about 600 
students this fall — a to-
tal with which he said the 
school is “pretty comfort-
able.”

“We actually are very 
excited to be back where 
we were because that 
opens up the door of  op-
portunity for more coach-
es in the building, more 
clubs for kids, more op-
portunities for things in 
and out of  the school day 
and the classroom that 
we used to have,” But-
terfield said. “Through 
the district progression 
as it’s gone on, we’ve lost 
some of those things. 
I’ve lost some staff  in the 
last few years. Now, I’m 
gaining everybody back. 
We’re actually very excit-
ed for that.”

To account for the in-
creased enrollment, the 
school is going to hire 
nine new staff  members, 
including some teach-
ers of  core subjects, a 
combined math-science 
teacher for the eighth 
grade to account for the 
school’s expectation that 
the eighth grade will have 
by far the most students 
out of  the school’s three 
grades; a half-position for 
special programming for 
culturally and linguisti-
cally diverse education 
that the school will share 
with Grand River Acade-
my, a technology teacher 
and two physical educa-
tion  instructors. Accord-

ing to Butterfield, this 
would return the school’s 
staffing to its pre-COVID 
numbers.

Butterfield isn’t con-
cerned that the increased 
enrollment will have any 
negative impacts on the 
school beyond the ini-
tial shock that might be 
in place for staffers that 
classrooms and hallways 
will be as lively as they 
were before the pandem-
ic. However, that initial 
shock could prove stress-
ful for some educators.

“Teachers are used to 
being stressed like air 
traffic controllers are 
used to being stressed,” 
Butterfield said. “I think 
it’s safe to say our teach-
ers are adapting to all of  
these things, and then all 
of  a sudden, we’re going 
to gain a bunch of kids 
back and gain a bunch 
of staff  back. There’s a 
stress that comes with 
that because it’s excite-
ment ... Our teachers are 
doing great. I have the 
best staff  in the valley. 

They’re handling things 
very well.”

ADVANCED MATH
For some parents of  

East students who were 
assigned to enroll at 

Bookcliff, one facet of  the 
change that has caught 
their attention is that 
the school does not offer 
the same advanced math 
program offered by other 
schools — including East. 

Even if  students have the 
grades to qualify for ad-
vanced math, there is no 
official course for them 

How school is preparing for an influx of East students
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Bookcliff Middle School Principal Jim Butterfield talks about the upcoming challenges that the school will face in the next 
school year. Bookcliff is preparing for an enrollment increase of roughly 33% this fall as it accepts some of the students who 
were previously attending or set to attend East Middle School. 

Bookcliff’s mission

Students arrive for class at Bookcliff Middle School, 540 29¼ Road, which will have a 
much larger student population in the coming school year. 

“It might be a weird year, it might be a strange moment, but at the end of the day,  
we’re going to do the best we can to support every kid’s success.”

— Bookcliff Middle School Principal Jim Butterfield
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