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ELECTION 2022

BY REUBEN SCHAFIR
HERALD STAFF WRITER

Although he faces two can-
didates, each with a term of  
experience beneath them, in-
dependent candidate for La 
Plata County commissioner 
Jack Turner sees his outsider 
status as a virtue. Turner’s 
pitch to voters is predicated, 
in part, on his nonpartisan 
status.

The state refers to Turner as 
an “unaffiliated” candidate, al-

though he vehemently rejects 
the label in favor of  “indepen-
dent.”

“Referring to voters who 
choose not to associate with a 
party as ‘unaffiliated’ is akin 
to referring to Native Amer-
icans, African Americans, 
Asian Americans, Latinx, and 
other people of  color as the 
‘Non-Whites,’” Turner said in 
an email to The Durango Her-
ald. “People should be defined 
by who they are versus by 
what they are not.”

Of  the county’s 39,772 active 
registered voters, independent 
voters compose a significant 
plurality of  the voter base 
– just over 49%. Meanwhile, 

County commissioner candidate: Common sense above process
Independent Jack Turner says he’s done his 
homework, is ready to confront bureaucracy Three candidates are running for one 

open seat on the La Plata County 
Board of County Commissioners. 
Candidate profiles were published this 
week, including in Wednesday, Friday 
and Saturday print editions.

 ‰ Wednesday: Brad Blake
 ‰ Friday: Clyde Church
 ‰ Today: Jack Turner

ABOUT THIS SERIES

Courtesy of Jack Turner

Jack Turner narrowly lost the election for the District 2 county commissioner 
seat in 2020 and rented a property in District 1, which enabled him to run 
again this year. “Do you want someone who really wants this job?” he asks 
voters who might question the move. See TURNER, 8A

BY REUBEN SCHAFIR
HERALD STAFF WRITER

La Plata County ballots will 
be mailed Monday, and Tif-
fany Lee, the county’s clerk 
and recorder, expects a high 
percentage of  them will be re-
turned during this year’s mid-
term election.

Lee, who admitted she sets 
her expectations high when it 
comes to voter turnout, hopes 
to see 70% of  ballots returned 
from the county’s 39,772 ac-

t ive  re gis-
tered voters. 
A l t h o u g h 
more voters 
tend to stay 
home during 
m i d t e r m 
e l e c t i o n s 
compared to 
presidential 

elections, Colorado boasts 
some of  the highest voter 
turnout rates in the nation.

Lee said several contentious 
races might drive voters to the 
polls, which are mostly pro-
verbial given that 98% of  the 
county’s participating voters 
use mail ballots to cast votes 
versus going to a polling place.

“Usually, I can pinpoint a 
particular ballot question (that 
drives interest),” Lee said. “This 
year, I can’t. It’s candidates.”

See VOTERS, 8A

INSIDE
ON THE BALLOT: 
A rundown of 
what you’ll be 
voting for. 8A

Candidates 
and issues  
may drive 

voters
Also hot-button 

issues like inflation, 
property taxes and 

abortion rights

BY CHRISTIAN BURNEY
HERALD STAFF WRITER

A new law requiring re-
tailers such as grocery and 
convenience stores to tack 
fees onto single-use bags goes 
into effect Jan. 1. Many small 
businesses will evade the fees 
altogether, but who is exempt 

and who isn’t may prove con-
fusing for business owners 
and consumers.

The law in question is 
HB21-1162, Management Of  
Plastic Products, and is in-
tended to push consumers 
away from single-use plas-
tic and paper bags in favor 
of  more environmentally 

friendly alternatives such as 
reusable cloth bags.

Starting in January, con-
sumers will be charged a 
10-cent fee at certain stores 
for every single-use plastic 
or paper bag they take while 
checking out at their gro-
cery stores, as described in 
the law. But that is only the 

first of  two steps. In 2024, 
single-use plastic bags will 
be banned from large retail-
ers outright, plastic foam 
carryout containers com-
monly used in restaurants 
will also be banned, and 
paper bags will continue to 

City hopes to alleviate confusion once state bag law takes effect

JERRY MCBRIDE/Durango Herald

Customers check out Friday at north City Market. Starting Jan. 1, shoppers at franchised grocery and convenience stores will have to pay 10 cents per 
single-use plastic bag they take to transport groceries. The city of Durango is looking for feedback from the general public and business owners about 
whether some form of local ordinance would clarify which businesses are exempt from the state mandated fee and which are not. 

A NEW BAG
See BAG, 7A

Gold King Mine money not spent on affected farmers 3B


