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Greater efforts urged to give AI full play
By Fan Feifei and Liu Yukun

As the next generation of artifi-
cial intelligence technology is 
expected to play a positive role in 
improving human well-being, 
greater efforts should be made to 
give full play to the role of emerging 
intelligent technology to empower 
high-quality economic develop-
ment and ensure the safe and 
responsible use of AI, according to 
speakers at the latest Vision China 
event on Thursday.

Qu Yingpu, publisher and edi-
tor-in-chief of China Daily, called 
for efforts to nurture new drivers 
of economic growth in the post-
pandemic era, create an open, 

fair, just and nondiscriminatory 
environment for scientific and 
technological development, and 
work hard to eliminate “gaps” 
and “barriers”.

The purpose of such moves is to 
promote balanced, coordinated 
and inclusive global development 
while enabling people of all coun-
tries to better share the fruits of 
development, Qu said. 

“We should work together to 
improve global governance on 
science and technology, build a 

balanced, effective and sustaina-
ble security architecture, and let 
intelligent technology evolve in 
the right direction to provide a 
strong pillar for global security,” 
Qu said at the event.

He also stressed the need to fur-
ther tap into the potential of intelli-
gent technology and explore 
scenario-based, smart applications 
of cutting-edge technology, in order 
to build new platforms for dialogue 
among civilizations and cross-cul-
tural communication, and make 
greater contributions to cultural 
blending and people-to-people 
exchanges across the globe.
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Envoy: Talks, 
building trust 
key to ending 
Ukraine crisis
By ZHOU JIN
zhoujin@chinadaily.com.cn

China has reaffirmed its stance 
on a political settlement of the 
Ukraine crisis and called on various 
parties to create the conditions for a 
cease-fire and peace talks, as its spe-
cial representative on Eurasian 
affairs Li Hui wrapped up his visit 
to Kyiv on Wednesday.

During his two-day visit, Li held 
separate talks with President Volo-
dymyr Zelensky, Foreign Minister 
Dmytro Kuleba and other senior 
Ukrainian officials. 

The two sides agreed to work 
together to continue the tradition of 
mutual respect and advance mutu-
ally beneficial cooperation.

Li’s visit came three weeks after 
President Xi Jinping told Zelensky 
that China would send an envoy to 
Kyiv, during their first telephone 
conversation since the outbreak of 
the conflict. Li will also visit Poland, 
France, Germany and Russia.

“There is no panacea for resolving 
the crisis. All parties need to do their 
part to build up mutual trust and cre-
ate conditions for peace talks and 
ending the conflict,” a Foreign Minis-
try statement quoted Li as saying.

Li said that China would like to 
encourage the international commu-
nity to find the broadest common 
understanding on the settlement of 
the Ukraine crisis, and make its con-
tribution to restoring peace.

China has always played a con-
structive role in alleviating the 
humanitarian situation in Ukraine 
in its own way and will continue to 
provide assistance to the country 
within its capacity, Li added.

According to the statement, the 
Ukrainian side said that it attaches 
great importance to China’s role in 
international affairs as a perma-
nent member of the United Nations 
Security Council, and welcomes 
Beijing playing an active role in 
pushing for ending hostilities and 
restoring peace.

Ukraine always adheres to the 
one-China principle and is willing to 
work together with China to pro-
mote the continued and greater 
development of bilateral relations, 
the statement said.

On Thursday, in response to the 
expansion of NATO during the 
Ukraine crisis, Foreign Ministry 
spokesman Wang Wenbin said at a 
news conference that Ukraine 
should not be turned into the fron-
tier in major power confrontation.

“Under current circumstances, all 
sides need to remain calm, exercise 
restraint, and avoid taking any 
action that might further escalate or 
complicate the crisis,” he added.

Xu Poling, director of the Depart-
ment of Russian Economy at the 
Chinese Academy of Social Scien-
ces’ Institute of Russian, Eastern 
European and Central Asian Stud-
ies, said that Li’s visit is an example 
of China’s peaceful diplomacy, dem-
onstrating Beijing’s consistent com-
mitment to the peaceful solution of 
the Ukraine crisis.

It is not so easy to achieve peace 
but there is always hope, Xu said.
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City remains magnet for 
foreign investment 

Systemic innovation in metropolis 
attracts multinationals

Editor’s note: In a series of 
reports, China Daily explores the 
pursuit of high-quality development 
nationwide.

By SHI JING and LIN SHUJUAN 
in Shanghai

F rench banking group BNP 
Paribas’ confidence in the 
Chinese market has 
remained undeterred by 

global market volatility and the 
COVID-19 pandemic. 

The group’s continued invest-
ment is proof of this. It has placed 
5.3 billion yuan ($753 million) of 
additional equity in its China joint 
ventures over the past 18 months. It 
expects to make a further invest-
ment of 1.5 billion to 2 billion yuan 
in the next 12 months. 

Bruno Weill, the bank’s vice-chair-
man in China, said that in the next 
two months, BNP Paribas will unveil 
a wealth management joint venture 
with Agriculture Bank of China. 

The company has founded 11 joint 
ventures with Chinese partners, 
including State-owned enterprises, 
privately owned companies and 
financial institutions. 

The presence of foreign asset 
management companies, or finan-
cial institutions in a broad sense, 
is nothing new to Shanghai.

See Shanghai, page 4
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By XU WEI in Xi’an
xuwei@chinadaily.com.cn

President Xi Jinping and his 
wife, Peng Liyuan, offered the 
heads of state from the five Central 
Asian countries a grand welcom-
ing ceremony teeming with cultur-
al elements of the Tang Dynasty 
(618-907) in Xi’an, Shaanxi prov-
ince, on Thursday evening. 

A performance featuring the 
splendor of the Tang culture was 
displayed as Xi and Peng wel-
comed the five presidents and the 
first ladies of Kyrgyzstan and 
Uzbekistan in Xi’an, which was 
China’s capital during the Tang 
Dynasty, for the China-Central 
Asia Summit. 

In front of the Ziyun Pavilion in 
Tang Paradise, a theme park with 
the architectural style of a Tang 

The two sides have always respect-
ed each other, upheld good neighbor-
liness, stood in solidarity and sought 
win-win outcomes despite all the 

changes in the international land-
scape, Xi said. State-to-state relations 
have made a historic leap from good 
neighborliness to strategic partner-

President Xi Jinping (center) and his wife, Peng Liyuan, pose for a photo with visiting leaders of five Central Asian countries and first ladies of Kyrgyzstan and Uzbekistan in 
Xi’an, Shaanxi province, on Thursday, during a welcoming ceremony. FENG YONGBIN / CHINA DAILY

royal garden, dancers wearing 
Tang costumes offered the leaders 
a feast for the eyes and the ears, 
with a splendid performance that 
featured radiant lights, drumbeats 
and the reading of poems. 

When addressing a 
welcoming banquet 
for the heads of state 
after the ceremony, Xi 
noted that Shaanxi, 

which was the starting point of the 
ancient Silk Road, witnessed the 
profound friendship between China 
and Central Asian countries over 
the past 2,000-plus years. 

Since the establishment of diplo-
matic ties between the two sides, 
China and Central Asian countries 
have gone through an extraordina-
ry journey and secured achieve-
ments that attracted worldwide 
attention, he said. 
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Visiting leaders get grand welcome
Xi notes that extraordinary journey of 
friendship began 2,000-plus years ago

ship and to a community with a 
shared future, he added. 

He underscored that the deepen-
ing of ties between China and Cen-
tral Asia is a strategic choice made 
by the leaders while eyeing the 
future, which is also in keeping 
with major trends of the world and 
the aspirations of the people. 

Xi expressed his belief that the 
summit on Friday will be a success 
and usher in a new era for China-
Central Asia relations. 

Xi concluded by saying that China 
sincerely welcomes Central Asian 
countries in exploring opportunities 
from China’s development and 
jointly working toward a brighter 
future for bilateral cooperation. 

After the banquet, the leaders 
watched a performance by danc-
ers and singers that also marked 
the launching ceremony of the 
Year of Culture and Art of the Peo-
ples of China and Central Asia 
and the China-Central Asia Youth 
Arts Festival. 

Dancers wearing Tang costumes perform during the welcoming 
ceremony.  FENG YONGBIN / CHINA DAILY


