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HIROSHIMA, Japan – World leaders
landed Thursday for a Group of Seven
meeting in Hiroshima, the site of the
world’s fi�rst atomic bomb attack, with
Russia’s war in Ukraine expected to be

high on the agenda. 
Japanese Prime Minister Fumio

Kishida kicked off� his summit diploma-
cy by meeting with U.S. President Joe
Biden after his arrival at a nearby mil-
itary base. He was due to hold talks with
British Prime Minister Rishi Sunak a 
bit later in the day, before the three-day
gathering of leaders of the world’s
wealthy democracies opens on Friday. 

The Japan-U.S. alliance is the “very
foundation of peace and security in the

Indo-Pacifi�c region,” Kishida told Bi-
den in opening remarks. 

“We very much welcome that the
cooperation has evolved in leaps and
bounds,” he said.

Biden said: “When our countries
stand together, we stand stronger, and
I believe the whole world is safer when
we do.” 

The U.S. president exited Air Force 

World leaders land in
Hiroshima for G-7 meeting

The Japan-U.S. alliance is the “very foundation of peace and security in the Indo-Pacifi�c region,” Japan’s Prime Minister
Fumio Kishida, right center, told President Joe Biden, left center, in a meeting ahead of the start of the G-7 Summit in
HIroshima, Japan. KIYOSHI OTA/AP

Will discuss Ukraine,
China’s military buildup 
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See MEETING, Page 4A

State authorities said Wednesday
evening they would investigate the
April 28 fatal shooting by an Oxnard
police offi�cer.

California Attorney General Rob
Bonta’s offi�ce said in a release the state
Department of Justice will look into
the incident under provisions of As-
sembly Bill 1506. The law requires the
department to investigate all fatal
shootings of unarmed California civil-
ians by law enforcement offi�cers.

The shooting — the Oxnard Police
Department’s third fatal use of force
this year — wasn’t initially believed to
meet AB 1506 criteria, Bonta’s offi�ce
said. But closer analysis of body-worn
camera and security video showed the
law does apply.

Oxnard police released video of the
incident last week. It shows Offi�cer
Manuel Garcia responding to a two-
story apartment building at 235 E.
Seventh St. Firefi�ghters at the scene
had sought help with an “uncoopera-
tive subject” who had reportedly been
getting aggressive and had been cut-
ting himself on his left wrist with a
knife.

The subject, 24-year-old Michael
Owens, had reportedly barricaded
himself in a communal bathroom on
the upper level, the police offi�cer was
told as he arrived.

California
authorities 
to investigate
Oxnard police
shooting 
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A Ventura County grand jury report
alleges an Ojai council member lives
outside the district she is supposed to
represent and the City Council has
failed to acknowledge a vacant council
seat exists.

The report, dated May 4 and released

by the grand jury Wednesday, does not
name the council member, but it is
about Suza Francina, she confi�rmed
Wednesday.

The report recommends city offi�cials
appoint a district resident to the post,
hold an election or ask the state attor-
ney general to determine whether the
elected member has the legal right to
hold the offi�ce.

Francina she doesn’t currently live in

her district but will fi�ght the grand jury’s
request. 

“This is my third term,” Francina said
Wednesday. “I’m currently serving as
mayor pro tem. I’m doing so much work,
there’s no way I’m stepping down vol-
untarily.”

In December 2021, Francina lost her
permanent housing when her rental
home was purchased by an investor.

“I’m basically being punished for not

being able to aff�ord the housing in Ojai,”
Francina said.

Francina represents District 4, an
area south of Ojai Avenue that is far
smaller than the city’s approximately 4.4
square miles. Like many other cities in
Ventura County, the Ojai council is under
a district system where residents vote
for members who live in their districts.

Grand jury alleges Ojai council member lives outside district
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